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JAIL FOR KILLER 
IN A SPORTS CAR 


ACCIDENT 

Appeal to find driver 
after road tragedy 

A MAN has died after being hit by a car 
in Amblecote. The 66-year-old was treated 
by paramedics at the scene in High Street 
but died later. 

Officers were called to the junction of 
Brettell Lane at around 6.50pm on Sunday 
following reports that a car had hit a man. 

Police are appealing to the driver of a 
dark 4x4 to come forward. A 25-year-old 
man, who was the driver of a red Vaux- 
hall Corsa, was arrested on suspicion of 
death by dangerous driving. He was later 
released on police bail. West Midlands Po¬ 
lice are appealing for information on 101. 


Report by Amardeep Bassey 


A DRUNK driver who was rac¬ 
ing in a sports car when he 
crashed into a bus shelter kill¬ 
ing a student has been put be¬ 
hind bars for eight years. 

Sukvinder Mannan swerved into a 
bus lane and ploughed his Mitsubi¬ 
shi Lancer Evolution into 21-year- 
old best friends Rebecca McManus 
and Harriet Barnsley at lOlmph in a 
40mph zone. 

After the crash, Mannan, who has previous 
convictions for drink-driving, had been ‘aggres¬ 
sive and vociferous’ towards emergency ser¬ 
vices staff called to the scene. He was arrested 
but later refused to give a blood sample. 

BMW M3 driver Inderjit Singh, 31, who had 
pulled out of the race seconds before the im¬ 
pact, was jailed for one year at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court. 

The 21-year-old vic- 
"Itim, a former A-levels 
student at King Edward 
VI Sixth Form College 
in Stourbridge, was on 
her way to a party in 
Birmingham with her 
i friend on May 31, 2014, 
when she was struck. 
Miss McManus, from 
J Oldbury, who was stud- 
lying literature, drama 
1 and creative writing at 
the University of East 
Sukvinder Mannan Anglia in Norwich, 
died at the scene. Miss 
Barnsley spent four months in hospital after 
suffering ‘life changing’ injuries. 

Garage manager Mannan, of Roundhills, 
Halesowen, remained impassive as judge Kris¬ 
tin Montgomery told him: “You drove with ar¬ 
rogant disregard and contempt for other road 
users and the indications, by your own admis¬ 
sions, is that you had been drinking alcohol. 

“For around a mile you played cat and mouse 
driving at grossly excessive speeds and both of 
you were consumed by your competition. It was 
almost inevitable one of you would lose control 
and have a collision.” 

Mannan initially denied swerving into the 
bus lane and later claimed he had never seen 
the BMW let alone raced it. But he eventually 
pleaded guilty to two counts of causing death 
and serious injury by dangerous driving. 

Turning to a tearful Singh, a computer en¬ 
gineer, of Cranbourne Avenue, Ettingshall, 
the judge said: “I sentence you for the way you 
drove up to the point that you withdrew from 
the race, a decision you took split seconds be¬ 
fore Mannan crashed. You encouraged Mannan 
to speed.” 

Singh had been acquitted of two counts of 
causing death and serious injury by dangerous 
driving by a jury last week but had admitted 
dangerous driving. 



HELP NEEDED TO BRING POWER TO HISTORIC GARDEN 



DEATH 

Pensioner hit by car 
at hospital has died 

A PENSIONER hit by a car on a hospi¬ 
tal car park has died from his injuries. 

Ivan Tranter, aged 83, suffered head 
injuries when a vehicle reversed into 
him at Russells Hall Hospital where he 
had an appointment on November 3. 

He received treatment and was re¬ 
leased from hospital. Later his con¬ 
dition deteriorated and he died in 
hospital in Birmingham on Friday. 

Police have spoken to the driver in¬ 
volved and are appealing for witnesses 
to come forward. Call police on 101. 

COURT 

Doormen are held 
after man is killed 

TWO doormen have been charged with 
murder after the death of a man at a charity 
event being held at Samsons Banqueting 
Suite in Rood End Road, Oldbury, on No¬ 
vember 22. 

Nicolas Salhan, aged 36, from Hay- 
bridge Avenue, Stourbridge, and Jonathan 
Davies, 42, of Old Bridge Walk, Rowley 
Regis, have been charged with the murder 
of Mr Inderjit Singh Dhariwal, a 49-year-old 
father from Langley, and appeared at Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court on Monday. 

The pair were remanded in custody and 
are due to appear before the court again 
in April. 


INSIDE 


MOVE TO SAVE 
STRIKE HISTORY 



JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient 
and price 
competitive 



Here at 

Jordans Solicitors 

we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and 
Probate, Powers of Attorney 
& Family Law... 


If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday are not very convenient 
for you we can offer Thursday evening and 
Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 
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Last chance for campaign to save venue 


CAMPAIGNERS hoping to rescue Dudley Hip¬ 
podrome from the wrecker’s ball have one last 
chance to save the landmark venue. 

Proposals revealed by Dudley Council earlier 
last week threaten the end for the historic theatre 
on Castle Hill by bulldozing it to be replaced with 
a landscaped public space. 

However, after a meeting with the council on 
Friday, Friends of Dudley Hippodrome chairman 
Gordon Downing said the group had been given 
until the end of the year to form a ‘viable business 
plan’ to redevelop the Hippodrome. 

Mr Downing said: “We’ve been given until the 
end of December to come up with a viable busi¬ 
ness plan filling in all the areas they want filled in. 


“In that time we’ve got to get together a profes¬ 
sional looking plan in some form or other. I’d like 
to appeal to anybody out there if they can help us 
draw up that plan.” 

Councillors will be asked at a meeting today 
(Thu) about whether to submit their planning ap¬ 
plication for battening the building and replacing 
it with a landscaped public space. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed said members had 
considered a number of proposals for the build¬ 
ing in the past five years, but all alternatives had 
failed. 

However, he said that if someone comes to the 
authority with a firm, viable proposal to redevelop 
the theatre then the council will still consider this 


- even as their own proposal to knock down the 
building progresses. 

Councillor Ahmed, cabinet member for plan¬ 
ning and economic development, said: “We want 
to see the Hippodrome brought back to life, if it 
can be. But no-one has come forward with a busi¬ 
ness plan that showed they could actually bring it 
back into use as a theatre. 

“If, at any stage, someone comes to us with a 
firm plan - with the money needed - then obvi¬ 
ously we will look at it. If the Friends group sud¬ 
denly come to us with £10 million to redevelop the 
Hippodrome why wouldn’t we want to do that? 
But they’ve been working for three years on a 
plan and nothing has come forward.” 


Outrage at scheme to 
demolish Hippodrome 



THE founder of the new 
Dudley Civic Society has hit 
out at Dudley Council over 
its plans to demolish the 
town’s Hippodrome theatre. 

Despite a lengthy campaign by 
supporters to see it restored to 
its former glory, council chiefs 
want to pull the historic theatre 
down and replace it with an out¬ 
door exhibition area. 

It comes just weeks after inter¬ 
ested parties were given the chance 
to put forward proposals to rede¬ 
velop the venue but these appli¬ 
cations failed to convince council 
planners. 

Steve Briscoe, who is forming a so¬ 
ciety to safeguard the town’s herit¬ 
age, has slammed the plans, saying it 
contradicts what the council has pre¬ 
viously said about boosting tourism. 

Historic 

He said: “I think it’s disgust¬ 
ing the way the council has gone 
about this decision. The Dudley 
area is being promoted as a place of 
tourism, but how can this be when 
they’re knocking down one of its 
most historic landmarks? 

“The Black Country Museum has 
been done up and the Hippodrome 
could have complimented it very 
well if it was to be revamped. I just 
can’t believe how short sighted the 
council has been. They’ve shown no 
passion or ambition for this project 
and I feel to knock the Hippodrome 
down just undermines Dudley town 
further. They’re using austerity as a 
weapon and it’s a very sad situation 
to be in.” 

A leading campaigner said he 
fears that £1 million of taxpayers’ 
money will be to be used to flatten 
the 1930s-built venue, which once 
hosted such stars as Laurel and 
Hardy and George Formby. 

Dudley Council revealed last week 
that it would seek to knock down 
the theatre to create an ‘open space’ 
near the entrance to Dudley Zoo on 
Castle Hill. 


Malcolm Palmer, who founded 
the Friends of Dudley Hippodrome 
alongside the late Geoff Fitzpatrick, 
said it was ‘terrible’ news having 
only learned of its fate after reading 
about it in the Express & Star. 

Dudley Council is yet to reveal 
how much it will cost to demolish 
the theatre but Mr Palmer claimed 
those costs could spiral. “It will cost 
a lot to demolish it with the asbes¬ 
tos— this is at a time when the coun¬ 
cil is looking to make cuts. I think 
it could cost maybe £lm at a time 
when they are supposed to be cut¬ 
ting back.” 


Gordon Downing, chairman of 
the Friends of Dudley Hippodrome, 
said: “This is absolutely diabolical. 
To come out and pronounce it like 
this is disgraceful. 

“If they think we’re walking 
away from this without a fight then 
they’ve got another thing coming.” 

The council move, which is being 
discussed by its cabinet today (Thu), 
marks the latest - and perhaps final 
- twist in the long-running saga to 
try to bring the venue back into use. 

The former theatre and bingo hall 
would be bulldozed with a sweeping 
open public space in its place. 


Councillor Khurshid Ahmed said 
members had considered a number 
of proposals for the building in the 
past five year. 

He said: “This has been a 
long-running issue and we have fully 
explored every suggested alterna¬ 
tive use submitted so far. But after 
giving people every opportunity we 
need to draw a line under this. The 
cost of securing the building is also 
hitting taxpayers in the pocket and 
we cannot continue to bear the costs 
of consultants to appraise unviable 
projects.” 

• Final Curtain - Page 6 


Sir Lenny is 
to pave the 
way in his 
home town 

SIR Lenny Henry will be in Dudley next 
week to unveil his MOBO Awards pav¬ 
ing stone in his home town. 

The MOBO (Music of Black Origin) 
Paving The Way award, which cele¬ 
brates trailblazers and the influential in 
music and the arts, was presented to Sir 
Lenny at the awards ceremony earlier 
this month. 

Recipients of the award are honoured 
with a permanent paving stone laid in 
a place which has shaped them. It is 
intended as a way of shining a light on 
their achievements to inspire genera¬ 
tions to come. 

Sir Lenny has chosen for his paving 
stone to be laid at Buffery Park, which 
is near the home where he grew up. It 
MOBO slab will be unveiled on Wednes¬ 
day, December 9. 

The actor and comedian had the audi¬ 
ence on its feet during his award accept¬ 
ance speech at the ceremony in Leeds as 
he said he ‘could only have got here from 
standing on the shoulders of giants’. 

He went on to name-check famous 
names from Bob Marley to Michael 
Jackson and ‘that bloke from the Hal¬ 
ifax advert’ while accepting the Paving 
The Way award. 

Lenny said: “It’s an honour to say 
you’ve paved the way for people because 
my career isn’t over. I don’t feel like an¬ 
ything’s finished yet.” 

He added: “It’s a huge honour. I’m 
very, very happy. It’s wonderful.” 

Lenny Henry is already a freeman of 
Dudley borough and a CBE. He was one 
of the founders of Comic Relief. 


Merry Hill now 
trumps Bullring 

BRIERLEY Hill’s Intu Merry Hill is the 
top West Midlands shopping centre in a 
new guide. 

Trevor Wood Associates’ Going Shop¬ 
ping 2016: The Definitive Guide to Shop¬ 
ping Centres has Merry Hill is in eighth 
place nationally, ahead of Birmingham’s 
Bullring in 14th and The Telford Shop¬ 
ping Centre in 20th. The Bullring has 
slipped two places from 12th last year. 

London area shopping centres West- 
field Stratford City, Bluewater and 
Westfield London were at the top of the 
table. 

The researchers examined all 764 
shopping centres in the UK. 

LaSalle retained its position as leading 
owner/investment manager and Merry 
Hill owner Intu Properties number one 
direct property owner. 

Rock 'ir roll on the 
menu at restaurant 

A RETRO 1950s-style American diner 
is opening at Merry Hill shopping cen¬ 
tre on Monday. The Ed’s Easy Diner at 
Intu Merry Hill will feature 1950s decor, 
a menu offering burgers, hotdogs and 
shakes, and a jukebox featuring hits 
from the rock ‘n’ roll era. 



ABLE & BROMLEY? > 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WARE HOUSE 
GUARANTEED CARPET 
FITTING FOR CHRISTMAS 
Sofas, vinyls and 

laminates Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
4 Or anyone needing that extra help? 

* Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
I Move heavy furniture and shave doors I 

PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES ; 

"■ Terms and conditions apply. 4 

Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal I 

www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE , 



Halesowen • Hasbury 

Cradley • Hayley Green 

Oldhill • Rowley Regis 

Blackheath • Oldbury 

' "V " " " H~ " V ‘ 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 


Homeclad 



• FAS Cl AS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 « 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 




We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 


GasOn 


The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 


Broken Dentures? 


The Dental Shop 

Emergency Denture 
Repairs 

Daytime 01384 413444 
Out of hours 07701 067261 
201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 
Est. 1981 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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£4,000 for 
archway at 
vandal-hit 
town park 

A COMMUNITY group which aims to 
transform a crime-hit park in Hale¬ 
sowen has been awarded more than 
£4,000 to build a gate, railings and 
feature archway. 

Hawne Park, off Stourbridge Road, 
had previously been a magnet for van¬ 
dals, drug addicts and thieves. 

But a newly-formed group, Friends 
of Hawne Park, came together after 
19 burglaries in the area last year 
and have now been given £4,350 to 
revamp the park. 

Formed by residents of Carol Cres¬ 
cent, with backing from Belle Vale 
councillors Ian Cooper, Donella Rus¬ 
sell and Simon Phipps, the group has 
made progress in its aims to make the 
park more secure and inviting. 

The feature archway will be built at 
the Short Street entrance to the park. 

Councillor Simon Phipps said: “Fve 
been working with Friends of Hawne 
Park for around a year now and seen 
how much hard work and dedication 
they’ve put into this project. 

“It’s really good news and the start 
of something special happening for 
the park. 

“Residents should be proud of their 
area and it will be great to see how 
the park looks once it is all finished.” 

The friends’ group said many 
break-ins happened in the area as 
thieves hid in the park’s overgrown 
bushes and woodland. 

After Sandra McHardy’s neigh¬ 
bour was burgled, she decided to 
pull together with husband Jim and 
neighbour Paul Thurlow to create the 
Friends of Hawne Park. 


Opening date for 
£5m care home 

A 66-bed care complex in Halesowen 
will open in September next year, it 
has been revealed. 

It will replace the former 1960s 
Shenstone Care Home which was de¬ 
molished two months ago, as well as 
creating 42 jobs. 

The £5 million plan was given the 
green-light in July. 

All 31 residents were moved and 51 
staff redeployed within Dudley Coun¬ 
cil’s care service after it was closed by 
the authority three years ago. This 
came after it was declared as not fit 
for purpose. 

The three-storey centre provided 
by Black Country Housing Group will 
include rooms adapted for people with 
dementia and six bungalows for inde¬ 
pendent living. All en-suite. 

Santa has set up 
his grotto at zoo 

THE latest addition to Dudley Zoo 
is... Santa! Father Christmas arrived 
on Tuesday to meet youngsters in his 
grotto at the Castle Hill attraction. 
He will be at the zoo every day until 
Christmas Eve, from 10am to 4pm. 


Schedule for police station closures 


POLICE buildings in the Black Country will start 
closing from January as plans to save £8.6 million 
were backed by bosses at West Midlands Police. 

Halesowen, Dudley, Kingswinford and Stour¬ 
bridge stations will be axed, while eight other depots 
and storage facilities will close and be sold off, the 
force has confirmed. 

A total of 13 Black Country sites are among 28 
police buildings in the West Midlands that will shut 
over the next two years, reducing the number of 
sites by 10 per cent and bringing in £8.6m through 
property sales and savings on running costs. A fur¬ 
ther £3.1m will be saved on maintenance work. 

Following a consultation, the move passed 
through the final discussion stage at a meeting of 


the region’s Strategic Policing and Crime Board 
this week. West Midlands Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner David Jamieson has backed the move, and 
says that ‘officers, not buildings’ keep people safe. 
He is set to formally announce the closures within 
the next few days. 

Fury 

The move has sparked fury among many politi¬ 
cians and rank and file police officers. 

Mr Jamieson said: “These changes will have no 
impact on response times as response officers are 
not based at these locations. Between 2010 and 2015 
West Midlands Police was cut harder than any other 
force in the country which means we still have diffi¬ 


cult decisions to make. My priority is always will be 
people not buildings. Many people from across the 
political divide have realised this.” 

Margot James, Tory MP for Stourbridge, has sup¬ 
ported the move, previously saying that the closures 
would have ‘minimal impact’. 

Dudley station will go next August, with Hale¬ 
sowen due to close in January. Stourbridge station 
will shut its doors in May 2017, followed by the 
Kingswinford in July 2017. 

James Morris, MP for Halesowen and Rowley 
Regis, launched a petition against the closure of 
Halesowen station that garnered around 700 sig¬ 
natures. 

• Mixed messages — see page 5 


Hopes high as new team 
take over at steel firm 



“WE have clear expansion plans and 
hopefully this is just the shot in the arm 
the West Midlands needs.” 

Those are the words of a former Caparo 
boss after the firm was formally taken over 
by new owners, giving a lifeline to hundreds 
of workers in time for Christmas. 

Caparo Tubular Solutions has officially begun 
life as Liberty Tubular Solutions. 

Liberty House signs this week replaced Caparo 
emblems to signal a fresh start for this site and 
other parts of the Tubular Solutions business. 

Sanjeev Gupta, group managing director of Lib¬ 
erty, said he is optimistic for the future and was 
delighted to be able to offer a new start to 333 
workers - 300 in the Black Country. 

“This is exciting but also sobering,” he said. 
“We’ve got lot of challenges ahead of us in this in¬ 
dustry and a lot of work to be done but we’re ex¬ 
cited by the future vision. I recognise I have a huge 
responsibility.” 

Compelling 

Mr Gupta said Liberty had decided to step in 
because Caparo Tubular Solutions was ‘a profita¬ 
ble business and a successful business’ so taking 
it over given the situation Caparo found itself was 
‘compelling’. 

The Gupta family owns Liberty House, a steel 
and non-ferrous metals production and trading 
group which operates across the globe. 

Douglas Dawson was the former chief operating 
officer of Caparo and has been installed as chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Liberty Tubular Solutions. 

“Happy is an understatement about how I feel 
right now,” he said. 

“There’s a real sense of relief as well and the tim¬ 
ing -just before Christmas - couldn’t be better. 

“I think the investment from the Gupta family 
couldn’t be better sent to a magnificent workforce. 

“We have clear expansion plans and hopefully 
this is just the shot in the arm the West Midlands 
needs. 

“Expansion is really what’s on everyone’s minds 
now - both into Europe and worldwide.” 

The takeover is good news for hundreds of work¬ 
ers ahead of Christmas, after weeks of worry when 
Caparo plunged into administration. 

General operator Matt Hare has worked at the 
site for four years. The 26-year-old from Brierley 
Hill said: “Obviously when we first heard it was a 
shock and you start to worry. I’ve got a family with 
two young kids so was definitely worried. Liberty 
taking over is great news.” 


The Gupta family completed the purchase of 
Caparo Tubular Solutions, a core part of Caparo 
Industries PLC, from administrators PriceWater- 
houseCoopers in the early hours of Saturday morn¬ 
ing. 

Caparo Tubular Solutions includes the busi¬ 
nesses of Caparo Precision Tubes Oldbury, Caparo 
Tube Components and Caparo Accles and Pollock 
also based in Oldbury, Hub Le Bas in Bilston, and 
the Caparo Tubes Tredegar asset in Wales. 

A total of 488 Caparo workers have been taken 
on through sales of the group’s business units since 
it went into administration last month. 

After the move was revealed, Russell Farrington, 
GMB regional organiser, said: “This is a sliver of 
good news for workers in the steel industry.” 


Announcing the sale, Matthew Hammond, Mid¬ 
lands region chairman for PwC and lead admin¬ 
istrator, said: “We are delighted to have made 
further substantial progress with this deal. 

“We had targeted selling a number of the Caparo 
businesses. Our deals team has successfully con¬ 
cluded transactions in November which preserve 
businesses and employment.” 

Caparo went into administration in October. A 
total of 245 jobs went at Darlaston-based Caparo 
Atlas Fastenings, Caparo Forging Europe in Dud¬ 
ley and Caparo Fairbright Wire in West Bromwich, 
which all closed. Plants in Cradley Heath and Old¬ 
bury saw 78 jobs go. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Choir bringing joy 
at festive concert 

THE Voices in Harmony choir is tun¬ 
ing up for its annual Christmas char¬ 
ity concert. 

Called Joy to the World, it will take 
place at Holy Trinity Church on Hale¬ 
sowen Road in Old Hill at 7pm. 

Choir spokesman Bill McBain said 
“This is our final concert of the year. 
It has always been one of the choir’s 
highlights as we hope to get everyone 
properly into the festive spirit.” 

The choir has raised more than 
£85,000 for good causes since it was 
formed. Tickets cost £7 from www.vi 
hchoir.org or (01384) 635507. 

Comedy stars in 
pub double bill 

THERE is a top quality comedy dou¬ 
ble bill in Stourbridge tomorrow night 
(Fri) featuring Birmingham-born ac¬ 
tress and comedian Jo Enright, from 
TV’s The Job Lot, and former Black 
Country based Canadian comic Tom 
Stade. 

The double bill of top TV talent 
marks a comedy coup for the Fitz 
of Laughter Comedy Club at Katie 
Fitzgerald’s pub in Enville Street, 
which is compered by Dudley come¬ 
dian Wayne Beese. 

Tickets are £10 and the gig starts 
at 8pm. 

Curry chef is top 
of the poppadoms 

A CURRY chef from Halesowen has 
won a national award for his food. 

Kayum Ali, executive chef at Spice 
Fusion on Long Lane, has received 
the accolade at the Curry Life Chef 
Awards, organised by Curry Life Mag¬ 
azine. He was named Chef of the Year. 

Mr Kayum said: “I have been work¬ 
ing in the curry business for many 
years and it is a great honour to be 
recognised. I always put 100 per cent 
into my cooking and I am glad people 
recognise that effort.” 

MP's call over mental 
health links for schools 

A MP has urged the Government to 
improve links between services for 
school pupils suffering mental health 
problems. 

Halesowen and Rowley Regis MP 
James Morris said headteachers have 
told of a ‘increased prevalence’ of 
mental health problems among young 
people in schools. 

He asked minsters to boost the links 
between schools and mental health 
services during a session in the House 
of Commons on Monday. 

Christmas wrap at mall 

FUSION food chain Wrapchic is to 
open its latest site at Intu Merry 
Hill before Christmas. The business, 
which specialises in healthy wraps 
and has grown from a site in Birming¬ 
ham to having outlets across the UK 
and is looking at launching abroad, 
including Dubai and New York. 



Lapal Lane South, 
Halesowen B62 0ES 


LAPAL HOUSE 


llllllllllltll 


We currently have a vacancy at our 
Prestigious Residential Home 

We can also offer 
Respite Care and Holiday Stays 
For further information 

Please telephone Michelle Upperdine 
0121 503 0326 or 

email:michelle@lapalhouse.co.uk 
Visit our website www.lapalhouse.co.uk 
to view video of Lapal House 
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THE BEST OF H# 

PETERRHODES^^ 

HOW long does technology have to be around before 
it appears in our dreams? A reader relates a panicky 
nightmare. She needed to send a text message on her 
smartphone but was wearing huge, unremovable mittens. 

IN the opening episode of the Beeb’s new drama 
series, Capital, it was allegedly Christmas Eve in London 
yet the sun was high in the sky and the trees were in the 
full leaf that goes with a green and balmy season. This 
“Christmas” was obviously filmed in summer. Do such 
errors matter? Yes, they do. These days, no-one writes 
drama purely to entertain. There is always a message and 
an agenda. In Capital we are introduced to the wicked¬ 
ness of the banking industry, the greed of property devel¬ 
opers, the gulf between rich and poor, the unkindness of 
the immigration system and the anger of young Muslims. 
We assume that what we see has been well researched. 
But if they can’t even get the seasons right, why should 
we believe any of the rest? 


BENEDICT Cumberbatch 
plays a fashion model of inde¬ 
terminate sex in Zoolander 2. 

For this he has been denounced 
in an online petition thus: 
“Cumberbatch’s character is 
clearly portrayed as an over- 
the-top, cartoonish mockery 
of androgyne/trans/non-binary 
individuals.” Who’d be a panto¬ 
mime dame? 

RESEARCH in Russia suggests people who play clas¬ 
sical musical instruments such as the cello and harp, live 
longer than those twanging away on electric guitars. As 
the journal Advances in Gerontology puts it, instruments 
associated with “higher intellect and education” go with a 
longer lifespan. I fear we ukulele players are not long for 
this world. Higher intellect and education are not usually 
associated with My Little Stick of Blackpool Rock. Worry- 
ingly, George Formby only made it to 56. 

THE British Army’s new rapid-response brigades won’t 
be ready for ten years. The Royal Regiment of Oxymo¬ 
rons? 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


More paramedics to 
meet festive demand 


WEST Midlands Ambulance Service will have 
more staff than ever in the run-up to the hec¬ 
tic Christmas and New Year period. 

The service, which has its headquarters at The 
Waterfront in Brierley Hill, will be backed by more 
than 2,500 operational staff as bosses prepare for 
their most demanding time of year. 

The workforce has been boosted by additional student 


and graduate paramedics. 

The West Midlands Am¬ 
bulance Service received 
1,436 calls on New Year’s 
Eve last year and experi¬ 
enced its busiest day ever in 
December. 

Chiefs say the extra staff 
will be crucial to ensure the 
service is able to cope with 
the surge in demand. 

Emergency services di¬ 
rector Craig Cooke said: 
“There is little doubt that 
the winter is likely to be 
an incredibly difficult one, 
so the fact that we have so 
many more staff joining our 
teams is great news.” 

Recruit 

Director of workforce 
Kim Nurse added: “We are 
continuing to recruit addi¬ 
tional paramedics and pro¬ 
vide training for other staff 
to progress towards higher 
levels of clinical care. 

“We have made excellent 
progress and these new join¬ 
ers demonstrate just how 
hard our recruitment and 
training departments have 
been working to attract and 
train high calibre staff that 
we, as a service, require.” 


By Richard Guttridge 

Chief executive Anthony 
Marsh told a recent account¬ 
ability meeting that the 
West Midlands service was 
not suffering staffing pres¬ 
sures that its counterparts 
elsewhere were because it 
‘grew its own paramedics’. 

He said: “The West Mid¬ 
lands Ambulance Service 
is the only ambulance ser¬ 
vice achieving every single 
response time target. The 
other nine are failing to 
achieve all of them, some 
are only achieving one or 
two. 

“That does not happen 
by accident, that it because 
of the commitment of our 
staff. 

“There is a national short¬ 
age of paramedics but in the 
West Midlands we have no 
vacancies. 

“There is a reason we 
are in a unique position. 
Over the last eight or nine 
years we have placed a huge 
amount of emphasis and in¬ 
vestment on recruiting or 
growing our own paramed¬ 
ics.” 


Show is model of success 



Alf Fantham with a wagon model and a full-sized loco 


THOUSANDS of people 
packed out Birmingham’s 
NEC as a Black Country 
club hosted the UK’s largest 
model railway exhibition. 

The Warley National 
Model Railway Exhibition 
saw enthusiasts come from 
far and wide. 

Ex-Pop Idol judge and 
model rail fan Pete Water¬ 
man, a regular visitor to the 
show, was also in attend¬ 
ance. The music mogul and 
Walsall supporter is a model 
railway fanatic. 

There was something 
extra special for visitors 
from the Black Country to 
feast their eyes on, with 
models of a train from West 
Bromwich-based Mastico W 
Keays, which ran between 
West Bromwich and Por- 
tishead between the 1920s 
and 60s on display, one in 
pristine condition and one 
weathered. It offered enthu¬ 
siasts the chance to add to 
their collection, with 500 on 
sale at the event. 

David Moorhouse, pub¬ 
licity officer for the Warley 
Model Railway Club, said: 
“This is the premier UK 
model railway event, with 
90 layouts and 170 train 
stables.” 

Mr Moorhouse said the 
event had grown considera¬ 
bly in recent years. 


FA’s new 
concussion 
guidance 
welcomed 

THE family of West Brom 
legend Jeff Astle are 
‘thrilled’ with new FA con¬ 
cussion guidelines. 

Astle died at 59 from 
chronic traumatic encepha¬ 
lopathy caused by heading 
heavy leather footballs. 

Jeff’s widow Laraine 
Astle and her daughters 
have been campaigning the 
FA to change the rules over 
head injuries sustained on 
the pitch. 

In light of that campaign, 
the FA launched new guide¬ 
lines that say all football¬ 
ers - from grassroots to the 
Premier League - should be 
immediately removed from 
the pitch if they sustain sus¬ 
pected concussion during a 
game, or in training. 

“It’s absolutely marvel¬ 
lous, they’ve kept their 
word and we’re thrilled,” 
said 68-year-old Mrs Astle. 
“If it saves one life then my 
Jeff’s death won’t have been 
in vain. 

Important 

“It’s more important at 
grassroots in some respects 
because there’s no doctors 
in the tunnel. They don’t 
have the luxury of having 
the doctors on hand. 

“We don’t want to get 
heading banned, we never 
have. What we’re saying is 
just be careful. If it’s a clash 
of heads or a boot to the 
head, come off the pitch.” 

The FA’s guidelines have 
been developed by an inde¬ 
pendent expert panel of doc¬ 
tors set up at the request of 
the Astle family. 




C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 


Visit our showroom 

FREE No Obligation Supply Only 

Survey and Quotation Service Available 

Trade enquiries welcome 


9 High Street Wollaston DY8 4NH °P e "= c 

Tel: 01384 374237 or 08001582456 aoSt'Sr, 
email:enquiries@wollastonbathrooms.ltd.uk Saturday 9.ooam-4.oopm 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 


We Have Wrought Iron 

Everything from Visit Us At Gates & 

Canopy to Side 

Hung Styles Rowley Regis available 

B65 8JG 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 

fel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


DOULTON DOORS 

Garage Doors & uPVC Windows & Doors 


100 % 


DISABILITY ADAPTIONS 

‘‘Adapting your bathroom for you.” 

A wide range of bath and showering options are available, all 
designed to make bathing and showering easier and safer for you. 

“Save" you may be entitled to zero rated VAT 


All Types of Ornate Gates Made to Measure 
Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 | 01543 499012 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 

www.doultondoors.co.uk 


Hawthorn 

\X/\ r~i d o\/\/:s 


Specialists in Door, Window, Porch and 
Conservatory Installations 


Composite Doors from £630 
Wide choice of colours available 


Misty units replaced 


WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON ALL UPVC 


PRODUCTS 


Quality products at quality prices 


10 year guarantee 


Faulty door locks and window hinges replaced 

We will beat any quote 

FENSA registered 


■fi-Zee Fix* 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

❖ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security Frames 
♦♦♦ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
4* Document L Compliant 
♦♦♦ Shoot Bolt Locking 
4* Sight Line Glazing 
4* Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades Letter Boxes 

Insurance Work Sticking Doors 


Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels Mechanisms 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED | 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on 
White 

IFENSAI 






























































No cigarette 
butt fines 
in four years 

NOT a single person has been fined 
for dropping cigarette butts in 
Sandwell in the past four years - de¬ 
spite the council launching a high 
profile campaign. 

The authority has issued zero fixed 
penalty notices from 2012 onwards, 
despite handing out more than 3,000 
in the previous two years. 

If fines are not imposed as a de¬ 
terrent then it encourages people to 
litter, according to UKIP Councillor 
Philip Garrett. He said: “These fig¬ 
ures are quite shocking. The council 
needs to set an example.”. 

The figures, revealed by a Freedom 
on Information request, show that in 
2010 the authority issued 2,083 fines 
- receiving £72,950. In 2011 the num¬ 
ber of fines dropped to 1,130, with 
£38,425 brought into council coffers. 
However, there have been no fixed 
penalty notices handed out since then. 

Councillor Maria Crompton, cab¬ 
inet member for highways and en¬ 
vironment, said: “The community 
warden service underwent a major 
restructure in 2012 and merged with 
the park wardens, with the total num¬ 
ber of wardens reduced by a half. 

“Despite having fewer resources 
and additional responsibilities, our 
wardens still tackle litter through 
engagement and education, and will 
still issue fixed penalty notices as a 
last resort.” 

Three days of fun to 
boost Leah's charity 

A THREE-day charity event is raising 
funds for the treatment of a five-year- 
old girl with cerebral palsy. 

The Leah’s Wish campaign has 
been set up to raise £35,000 for Leah 
Davy from Rowley Regis, who she is 
unable to walk due to spastic diplegia. 

The three-day event is at The Royal 
Harji Bhaji, Dudley Road, Rowley 
Regis, from tomorrow (Friday) to 
Sunday, including a darts competition 
and karaoke. 


Police boss wants clarity after 
mixed messages over funding 


Firefighters in raccoons rescue mission 



A PAIR of pet raccoons had a lucky es¬ 
cape after a fire broke out in a garden 
shed next to their cage, where they 
were found to be ‘clinging on for dear 
life’. 

Nuna and Buddha desperately tried 
to escape their cage after flames took 
hold of Iris Nott’s shed in the back 
garden of her Oldbury home. The crea¬ 
tures belong to her daughter Hannah 
Nott, 32, who is in the process of set¬ 
ting up her own animal charity. 


Crew commander Chris Green said: 
“They were clinging on for dear life. 
The raccoons were right on the far 
side away from the fire and we used 
a big fan to blow the smoke away 
from them. Hannah Nott said: “The 
raccoons are my life and I’m just so 
overjoyed that they’re OK. We didn’t 
expect them to come out alive. I was 
beside myself seeing them clinging 
onto the cage but luckily fire crews 
helped me get them out.” 


The raccoons were taken to Manor 
Vets on Kent Road, Halesowen, and 
were given a clean bill of health. 

The cause of the fire, which hap¬ 
pened at around 6pm on Wednesday, 
November 25, is believed to have been 
caused by a tumble dryer in the shed. 

Mrs Nott, aged 68, who lives with 
her daughter, said: “The fire service 
were unbelievably quick to the house. 
If it wasn’t for that I don’t think the 
raccoons would have made it.” 


THE Chancellor’s pledge to protect police budgets has been 
challenged by the West Midlands Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner after Theresa May told chiefs that funding would fall 
in real terms. 


George Osborne announced in his Autumn Statement that there 
would be no decrease in police funding, a move which shocked many 
senior police figures who had expected cuts of up to 25 per cent. 

But a letter sent by the Home Sec¬ 
retary to chief constables following the 
Chancellor’s statement says Govern¬ 
ment funding for policing - including 
funding for counter-terrorism - will 
fall by 1.3 per cent in real terms. 

The letter has sparked serious con¬ 
cerns from West Midlands PCC David 
Jamieson, who says the region’s force 
could lose up to £59 million if cash for 
new objectives was ‘top sliced’ from 
the total police budget. 

Ms May’s letter says police spending 
will be protected over the next four 
years ‘when local income is taken into 
account’, which she says is a rise of 
£900m over four years. 

Shortfall 

But it added: “Total central Govern¬ 
ment resource funding to policing, in¬ 
cluding funding for counter-terrorism, 
will be reduced by 1.3 per cent in real 
terms over four years.” 

The letter said that PCCs would 
have to increase council tax to make 
up for the shortfall. 

Mr Jamieson has written to the 
Home Secretary requesting clarity. 

His letter says: “If I am correct and 
the amount of local police funding is in 
fact cut, some may portray the Chan¬ 
cellor’s assertion that police funding 
has been protected as a deception. 

“I challenge the Home Office to 
allay my fears on this crucial matter as 
soon as possible. I am in the process of 
planning my budget for next year and 
need clarity on this pressing matter.” 


Jessica named 
as student 
of the year 

A TRAINEE accountant who stud¬ 
ied at Halesowen College has been 
awarded a prestigious Black Country 
accountancy prize and named student 
of the year. 

Jessica Round, aged 21, from Brier- 
ley Hill, a former pupil of Pensnett 
High School, was awarded the John 
D Travers & Co Accountancy Stu¬ 
dent of the Year prize and presented 
with a commemorative trophy at an 
awards ceremony held at the college’s 
Coombs Wood Business Centre. 

The annual award by John Travers, 
founder of the Stourbridge-based 
insolvency and corporate recovery 
practice, is to encourage students to 
develop their technical accountancy 
skills at AAT Level 3, equivalent to 
A level. 

Jessica worked at BIL Logistics in 
Halesowen, but has now landed a new 
job at The Binding Site, a specialist 
laboratory supplier, at the company’s 
Birmingham head office. 

Runners-up were Dan Cleary, Joe 
Phipps and Matthew Scrivens. 
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■r Replace the 
Existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
< room you can use . 
all year round^A 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON DECEMBER INSTALLATIONS 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed 


R£DA!.E 


& D 5 s 


(E 


Porches, 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


ards 


Guardian 

Warm Root 


VERY 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


Every window and 
conservatory is custom made 
to the most rigorous quality 
standards you will find in the 
industry. 

No other company in the 
area has more experience 
and know how than Rydale, 
and that’s why we have 
been in business for more 
than 30 years. 


ULMESECHR111 


Rydaleltakejsecurity 


my seriously t 




on ALL products 


Make the RIGHT decision this Autumn and give Rydale a ring 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Sunday Closed 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Council’s 
vision for 
theatre is 
revealed 

EXCITING news for those of you who 
have been following the long-running sto¬ 
ry surrounding the Dudley Hippodrome. 
The council has now revealed its exciting 
new plans for the empty theatre. 

Bright, sweeping, ‘multi-functional’ 
and gateway are among the surfeit of ad¬ 
jectives lavishly used to describe the new 
vision. And what is the new plan in ques¬ 
tion? Well you will be surprised to iearn 
it involves another block-paving scheme. 

What is it with councils and block-pav¬ 
ing? Dudley has done pretty well with 
these fabled slabs in recent years. There 
has been the scheme in the market place, 
the ‘civic square’ in Stone Street, and the 
‘open-air theatre’ in Coronation Gardens. 

Then there’s the scheme in Wolver¬ 
hampton, where the council boasted it 
would increase ‘footfall’ - local authority 
speak for visitors - when all it seems to 
have done so far is caused traffic prob¬ 
lems around the bus station and closed 
one of the city’s oldest and nicest shops. 

Look, I’ve got nothing against a bit of 
block-paving. Usually, it looks quite nice. 
But as a regeneration tool it is next to 
useless. Nobody ever comes into town to 
admire the floor surface. 

And back to the Hippodrome. Now, I’m 
a realist, I know there’s no magic mon¬ 
ey tree, and I don’t expect the council to 
pour in millions of pounds. And if, in the 
six years since the council bought the 
theatre for £500,000 it had come up with 
an exciting scheme for the site, be it a 
new theatre, a museum or tourist attrac¬ 
tion, then I would be all for it. 

But having spent half a million on buy¬ 
ing the theatre, the best ideas it has come 
up with have been a temporary car park, 
a conference centre and now an Alan 
Titchmarsh Ground Force project. 

Could you imagine a private business 
spending this sort of money on a land¬ 
mark building, not knowing what to do 
with it, and then knocking it down and 
paving over it? 

The council hasn’t revealed the cost 
of the ‘bright, sweeping, multi-functional 
open space’, but I would be surprised if it 
didn’t run into seven figures. The market 
scheme cost £6.75 million, and of course 
there are the demolition costs, and the 
cost of maintaining all the shrubbery in 
the scheme. Money which would be bet¬ 
ter spent keeping the museum and art 
gallery open. 

So here’s a solution. The council 
bought the site at auction, why not do 
what any property developer with an 
abortive project would do, and stick it 
back in the auction? It might not get its 
£500,000 back, but sometimes you have 
to cut your losses. Let someone else 
have a go. 

Could a private company make a go 
of the theatre? What else could it use the 
site for? I’ve no idea. But I bet if it was 
the developer’s own money, it would not 
involve topiary and block-paving. 



Final curtain set to 


fall on Hippodrome 



The public space replacing the Hippodrome would open up views of the town’s castle 


Dudley’s historic theatre is 
being lined up to become a 
public open space. RICHARD 
GUTTRIDGE reports 


FROM Laurel and Hardy to Bob 
Hope and Ken Dodd - some of the 
biggest stars of entertainment that 
graced the Dudley Hippodrome 
stage. 

This was at a time when the town had 
a theatre to contend with some of the 
best in the country. 

But, after years of neglect, which has 
seen the once-famous venue continue to 
decline, the final curtain is about to fall. 

Over the last few years it was hoped the his¬ 
toric building would make a return as a the¬ 
atre as passionate campaign groups entered 
into discussions about rescuing the venue. 

However, it now appears the long-running 
battle to provide the town with a theatre it can 
be proud of once again has been brought to an 
abrupt end as plans have emerged to pull it 
down and replace it with an open public space. 

Scrapped 

There was talk of a Dudley holy trinity of 
the Hippodrome, zoo and Black Country Liv¬ 
ing Museum being formed to boost tourism in 
the town. 

The former theatre had been under threat 
of demolition for years since the council tabled 
plans to bulldoze the venue to make way for a 
temporary car park. 

Plans were then revealed by Dudley Zoo 
to build a multi-million pound visitor centre 
on the site of the Hippodrome before being 
scrapped last year when it was revealed the 
facility would instead be built within the zoo 
grounds. 

The battle to save the Hippodrome then 
gathered pace before being dealt a major blow 
earlier this year when Wolverhampton-based 
entertainment company The Rok Group 
pulled out of a proposed rescue deal. 

As recently as last month, bullish leaders 


of the Friends of Dudley Hippodrome group 
declared they could have the venue up and 
running again by next year. If that sounded 
optimistic at the time those aspirations have 
now been all but snuffed out as council bosses 
have revealed plans to demolish the building - 
and replace it with public open space. 

The scheme has certainly come out of the 
blue, with interested parties having been given 
a guided tour of the building just a few weeks 
ago, leaving heritage and community groups 
in Dudley baffled. 

Council bosses insist their plan will see the 
removal of a ‘dilapidated’ building and a ‘mod¬ 
ern public exhibition and events open space’ 
put in its place. But the plan has already at¬ 
tracted fierce criticism. 

West Midlands MEP and Ukip councillor 
Bill Etheridge said: “The Labour controlling 
group seem intent in wiping out our heritage 


as shown by the potential closure of Dudley 
Museum and Art Gallery and now the peo¬ 
ple’s hippodrome is on their hit list. Shame on 
them.” 

Fellow Ukip councillor Roger Scott-Dow 
said Dudley would be losing its ‘jewel in the 
crown’. 

He said: “The council should have worked 
far closer with the Friends group and other 
interested parties. A revitalised Hippodrome 
could act as a further much-needed catalyst for 
further regeneration.” 

Black Country Gaz Sawyers, co-founder of 
the Black Country Festival, said the propos¬ 
als to bulldoze the Hippodrome had left him 
‘dismayed’. 

“I don’t understand why the council would 
want to destroy something and put nothing in 
its place, just a piece of huge open land,” he 
said. 


“It’s come out of the blue and will come as 
a shock to a lot of people. If I had any power 
in what was put there, I’d want to see some¬ 
thing that represented the musical heritage of 
Dudley, which used to be a thriving place for 
concerts and music shows. 

“It’s devastating to just destroy this histori¬ 
cal building, it makes no sense at all.” 

Just a few months ago, comedy great Ken 
Dodd joined campaigners in calling for the hip¬ 
podrome to be saved. 

However, Councillor Patrick Harley, leader 
of the opposition Conservative group in Dud¬ 
ley, said he could understand the council’s 
thinking. He said: “I think it’s regrettable by 
the council that the news has broken in this 
manner and been dripped out to the public, 
but as far as I’m aware the controlling group 
of the Hippodrome have been left with no 
choice but to demolish it.” 

Regeneration boss Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed said: “We’ve given people every oppor¬ 
tunity to make sure we can keep the Hippo¬ 
drome. Unfortunately it needs £5m to £10m 
to bring it back into use and that’s a long shot. 
It’s not just a gateway to Dudley town - it’s 
a gateway to the borough. It’s an important 
area and it could look amazing for the town 
and borough. 

“Hopefully the people of Dudley will see the 
reasoning behind why we’ve had to make this 
decision.” 

Glory 

While council chiefs have come under fire 
over the plans, they are right about one thing 
- the building is in a dilapidated state. The 
dormant, run-down building that currently 
stands on Castle Hill is a far cry from the glory 
years when the great and the good of showbiz 
would regularly top the bill in Dudley. 

Built shortly after the end of the Second 
World War in 1938 on the site of the Dudley 
Opera House, which had been destroyed by 
fire the previous year, the theatre became a 
popular variety theatre until 1964. In the in¬ 
tervening years the likes of Judy Garland and 
George Formby appeared there along with 
rising stars such as Bruce Forsyth, while in 
1947 legendary comedy double act Laurel and 
Hardy performed. It was later run as a bingo 
hall by Gala Bingo, closing in 2009. 
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KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 



SPECIALIST IN | 
NEW BATHROOMS $ 

• Design & Planning ff| 

• Fully Fitted Service t 

• Plumbing J* 

• Electrical Work 

• Plastering $J 

• Tiling ft 

• 7 Days Start to Finish 

• All Work Guarantee# 


f Quality Installations 
CWx No Deposit Required 

FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION 


SPECIAL OFFER I 

FOR THE f# 

LESS ABLE § 

Remove Exisiting Suite f|, 

Replaster where 

needed If 

Supply Walk in Cubicle Jf, 

Grab Rails, 

Shower Seat Ip 

Thermostatcic Shower % 

All fitted & Tiled E, 

All Rubbish removed Ik 


SPECIAL OFFER 

LUXURY 

MAKEOVER 

Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where 
needed 

Supply & Fit Luxury 
Suite (inc. Vanity Unit) 
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(upto I8sqm) 

All Rubbish 
Removed 


niciaii itv € ONLY £1895 « ONLY £2995 


Call Dan on: 0121 647 3585 


/lax. 



DAVID WITHERS BUTCHERS 

Established 1990 

FROM FIELD TO 
PLATE WITH 
COMPLETE 
INTEGRITY IN THE 
SUPPLY CHAIN 

♦ Pork and Flavoured Sausages 

♦ Award Winning Pork Pies 

♦ EEot Eating Pies and Pasties 

♦ EEomemade Burgers 

♦ EEome Reared Beef 

♦ EEome Reared Lamb 

♦ Locally Sourced Pork 

> Range of Cold Cooked Meats 

ASK ABOUT OUR SAVERS CLUB - SPREAD THE COSTS 


www.db-maintenance.co.uk 


1 St Kenelms Road, Romsley B62 ONU 
^ 01562 710422 



New dentures 
will allow you 

to Eat, Smile | 
and Talk with 
confidence! 


DentureCare 




* COPY DENTURES 


* DENTURE REPAIR 


Gas wmm 
\y*mm 


Providing a professional, personal & discreet 
service. Patient satisfaction is our highest priority. 

Over 20 years experience in dentistry. 
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULATION... 
TELEPHONE LEE T0RRINGT0N cdt rcs eng rdt. 

01384 468 648 

























































let’s get Midlands engine revving 


THE announcement that the West Mid¬ 
lands Combined Authority will have de¬ 
volved power to control its own affairs, and 
a metro-mayor is good news indeed. 

Quite apart from the extra £lbn from 
the Government for investment, transport 
projects and training, it means people in 
our part of the West Midlands will have a 
more direct say about how their own money 
is spent. 

I congratulate Bob Sleigh, who chairs the 
Shadow Board of the West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority and all the metropolitan 


councils and the LEPs for moving so swiftly 
to create a partnership and secure this deal 
with the government. 

This kind of streamlined devolution is 
just what we need - more direct control over 
policy without an extra layer of bureaucracy 
and cost. 

The agreement will mean more money, 
more autonomy and more opportunity for 
our region. Let’s get the Midland engine re¬ 
ally revving. 

ANTHEA MCINTYRE 

Conservative MEP for West Midlands 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Cynics are eroding 
society's foundations 


Prayer ban 
pandering 
to bigots 

WE have been exhorted 
over the past decades not to 
cause offence to others. 

Not causing offence has 
been used as the reason why 
all manner of things have 
been either banned or scaled 
down, but the decision 
by Digital Cinema Media 
(DCM) to ban a short ad¬ 
vertisement featuring The 
Lord’s Prayer has caused a 
large number of people to 
pause for thought. 

The DCM are at liberty 
to lay down their own rules 
and not accepting religious 
material is a matter for 
them. However, I wonder 
whether they have really 
thought through their pub¬ 
lished reasons for refusing 
the advertisement? 

DCM has stated they 
turned down the advertise¬ 
ment because they felt it 
might, or could, offend fol¬ 
lowers of other faiths or of 
none. In my understanding 
of that, DCM is saying they 
don’t want to offend the in¬ 
tolerant — who else would 
object to the advertisement? 

Is backing down to bigots 
really what we want? 

GORDON SMITH 
Dudley 


THERE is a romance run¬ 
ning through your pages 
(Nov 26). 

It is the romance that 
voluntarism can replace 
government provision, eg 
libraries. Another part of 
this romance ran through 
George Osborne’s spend¬ 
ing statement and it runs 
through the ‘Metro Mayor’ 
idea for the West — an idea 
rejected when it was put to 
the vote in Birmingham. 

Yet another part of the 
romance is UKIP’s appeal 
characterised by their latest 
reference to Enoch Powell. 
That speech dates to 1966, 
it’s pre-Thatcher, we still 
had a manufacturing indus¬ 
try in those days. Ukippers 
are romantics for a long- 
gone past. 

Your columns do allow re¬ 


ality to intrude in the shape 
of 48,000 food parcels and 
hospital staff not wanting 
their loved ones to be admit¬ 
ted to where they work. It is 
a shocking dissonance. 

One of the new Labour 
leadership’s economic ad¬ 
visers has just written an 
article (Guardian, Nov 25) 
about the necessary strate¬ 
gic role of the state. Mari¬ 
ana Mazzucato has accused 
Osborne of ‘eroding the 
foundations’. The Tories, 
of course, are too cynical to 
accept such an assessment. 

But the consequences of 
this cynicism are all around 
us, and certainly not least in 
Dudley. 

JOHN PAYNE 
Dudley Green Party 
Halesowen 


Bag charge 
could help 
shoplifters 

I DON’T know how suc¬ 
cessful the idea of charging 
people for bags is at ‘saving 
the planet’ but just sat here 
watching the usual adverts 
on TV for perfume and the 
like and it’s just struck me. 

You go into a large shop, 
buy whatever it is you fancy, 
put it into your pocket (as 
men do) then as you are 
walking out you are asked 
if you have paid for all your 
purchases? 

How long will it be be¬ 
fore someone is wrongly 
accused? 

Or will this idea of charg¬ 
ing for bags become, what 
could be called, a thieves 
charter? 

I won’t go into the details 
but if I’ve worked it out 
I’m sure shoplifters already 
have! 

M GOUGH 

Wombourne 

Call to check 
on headlights 

HOW come in the last few 
years there are so many 
cars on the road with only 
one headlight working? 

They look like motorbikes 
from a distance and now the 
dark nights and mornings 
are upon us they are a haz¬ 
ard. 

We have competitions 
counting how many we can 
see on our trips out. The 
total was 32 on the way 
back from Wolves one night. 
Last week 21 and two with 
no lights at all between Lye 
and Halesowen. 

Come on motorists, check 
your lamps, you must know. 

H WISE 
Dudley 


Hasbury Windows Ltd 





IX' Probably the best 
windows in town! 


Inliten Front F m £AQQ 
Door in White " ,**8, 

r 

FRONTDOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture 

• Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Choice of 6 white panel doors 

f PANEL DOOR-HARDWARE FEATURES: ' 

• PAS 24 security testing on flag hinges 

• 3 hinges have carrying capacity of 120kg 

• Longer lasting performance on hardware 

• Locking system - exclusive to Camden & 

^ one of the most superior on the market j 







Inliten Back 
Door in White 


£450 


incl. 

fitting 


6 Flat Windows 
& 2 Doors 

"£2999 

Includes Fitting &VAT 


BACK DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Supplied with Monaco 

half panel (top pane glazed) 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Left hand or right 
hand opening 

• White furniture/hardware 

TRADE ENQUIRES 
WELCOME 


k Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 
k No payment until completion 
k Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 
k Visit our showroom 
k Deal direct with the owner 
k If you want quality, value and 
service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 


(HI] 


■ ■ 


Sealed Units Replacemen 

‘We will beat any genuine written quo 


All work carries a full 10 Year insurance backed Guarantee 


DON’T BUY FROM ANYWHERE ELSE 
UNTIL YOU GET A QUOTE FROM US 



MR & MRS LEWIS 
LOWER GORNAL 


It’s the best time of year to fit new windows! 


9 HALESOWEN ROAD, HALESOWEN, 
WEST MIDLANDS B62 9AA hues 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 
Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm 
Sat - 10am-2pm 
PHONELINES OPEN: 
9 am-9 pm 


0121 421 7001 / 0121 421 2104 / 01384 78796 



Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
• Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 

From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


The Largest Working luce 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


r 



jmQKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

w THE GUILD 

TOP 


OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 


‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom Stourport Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01384 232413 01299 877718 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 

Thursdays 9am - 7pm Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


I VISA 1 I 




www.qkm.org.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Take the pane away 
from fitting blinds 


COMMERCIAL 

FEATURE 


QUEEN Blinds has estab¬ 
lished itself as one of the 
West Midlands’ leading blinds 
manufacturer and supplier. 

We have built our reputation 
with our uncompromising focus 
on customer service, being one of 
the only manufacturers to main¬ 
tain our commitment to deliver¬ 
ing all orders within the best pos¬ 
sible time. 

Please take a look through our web¬ 
site to appreciate just how comprehen¬ 
sive our product range is. 

Queen blinds offers a complete de¬ 
sign and fit service. 

We are not just a blinds retailer, we 
provide you with a complete blind fit¬ 
ting service. 

Design 

This starts with a free, no obligation 
quotation. 

One of our experienced agents will 
visit you on site and will measure your 
windows. 

He or she will then offer you a help¬ 
ful advisory discussion regarding the 
fabric and design of your choice from 
the samples offered including bespoke 
blinds. 

We then manufacture the blinds 
ourselves and install them safely and 
securely in your home. 

We provide made to measure win- Q ueen supplies and fits Roman blinds Maybe Venetian blinds are your style 

dow blinds that completely combine 



the function of a vertical blind and the 
control of the light. 

We provide you with a broad choice 
of transparent, blackout fabrics, alu¬ 
minium and PVC louvres. 


The fabric louvres are available in 
89mm only and are presented in a 
wide range of colours. 

Please visit our Facebook page 
for our positive feedback and recom¬ 


mendations. Our customers have left 
excellent reviews because we provide 
excellent workmanship coupled with 
outstanding customer service from 
start to finish. 


Get rocking around 
on a Christmas spree 



The Courteeners comes to Wolverhampton Civic as part of a sold out UK tour 



Welsh rockers Sterephonics have a December 11 gig at the Genting Arena 


THE COUNTDOWN to Christ¬ 
mas features festive treats 
for music fans in Birmingham 
and the Black Country. 

First up, tonight (Thu) The Cour¬ 
teeners continue their rise with a gig 
in Wolverhampton that’s been up¬ 
graded from the Wulfrun to the Civic 
Hall due to public demand for tickets. 

The band, who recently put out an 
expanded edition of their 2014 top 
three album Concrete Love (subtitled 
Extra Love), will be playing the Civic 
as part of a sold out UK tour. 

The group from Middleton, be¬ 
tween Rochdale and Manchester, are 
crowning their most successful year to 
date with a new Christmas song, the 
soaring seasonal Winter Wonderland 
by frontman Liam Fray. Profits from 
sales of the track will be donated to 
help the homeless via charity Shelter. 

Fans of hard-hitting dance music 
with a punk attitude will be flocking 
to the Barlclaycard Arena in Birming¬ 
ham city centre tonight for the return 
of The Prodigy, who achieved their 
sixth consecutive chart-topping album 
with The Day Is My Enemy this year. 
Don’t be late, because support comes 
from the mighty Public Enemy. 

Birmingham’s Duran Duran are 
back with a new album, Paper Gods, 
but expect Rio and other old favour¬ 
ites when Simon Le Bon and co play 
the Genting Arena at the NEC tomor¬ 
row night (Fri). Veteran rock fans will 
be out in force for Status Quo at the 
Barclaycard Arena on Saturday with 
their Accept No Substitute UK winter 
tour. Support comes from R&B guitar 
great and remarkable survivor Wilko 
Johnson. 

Relish a rock band at the peak of 
their powers when Stereophonies let 
rip with C’est La Vie, I Wanna Get 
Lost With You and other tracks from 
their recent Keeping The Village Alive 
and 2013’s hugely successful Graffiti 
On The Train albums at the Genting 


Arena on December 11. The Welsh 
outfit fronted by Kelly Jones have 
a reputation as one of the best live 
bands on the music scene with their 
no-nonsense raw rock approach. 

Monsters of rock Def Leppard and 
Whitesnake join forces at the Genting 
on December 12 and then the smooth 
soul sounds of Simply Red will be 
heard at the Genting on December 13 
and 15, with support from Natalie Im- 
bruglia. Then it’s time for a megastar 
when Madonna hits town on Decem¬ 
ber 16 to play the Barclaycard Arena 
as part of her Rebel Heart Tour. 


One of the best party atmospheres 
is likely to be at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall on December 19 when Stour¬ 
bridge indie band Ned’s Atomic Dust¬ 
bin have organised the inaugural Kill 
Your Television Festival, and will 
treat fans to the band’s first new song 
for 21 years, in anticipation of the gig. 

The Neds have performed numerous 
sell-out shows at the venue in recent 
years. Tickets for the gig, which will 
also feature The Wedding Present, 
The Primitives and Eat, plus a return 
for legendary indie club night Blast 
Off, are still on sale. 



Blinds 


Mix & Match Vertical 
Blinds Or Roller 


Vertical Blinds 


Roller Blinds 


3 for £119 


60” x 60” 

V«*o 4 t«n Roman, Poljcr, Vert cal. Vbien 

Supplied ft Fitted within S days ^ 

OPEN'S DAYS A WEEK 
8.30AM TILL 7PM- i 


Full 

Conservatory 
Blinds Fitted 


£189 


Vertical Only 


I Wooden Venetian Blinds 50% OFF j| 
for all orders placed in December! 


C 0121 285 5155 

07707 435964 w*wqu*«nb4indft.c:u.Uk 



* HELP KEEP ItfBUSV 

£300 

'V: jssss®*! 


BAXI - VAILUANT - IDEAL - GLOWORM 


i 


^A ‘Don’t leave your choice to chance’ 
Use the recommended company 

CALL (ASK FOR PAUL) 


A FAMILY BUSINESS WITH 30YRS EXPERIENCE 

01384- 293044 E 

IF UNANSWERED PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE (I MAY BE IN THE LOFT!!!) 

E-MAIL plumb.rite@hotmail.co.uk 
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Members of £35m money 
laundering gang jailed 


SIXTEEN members of a £35 
million drugs money launder¬ 
ing racket have been jailed 
for a combined 73 years. 

Crime syndicates across the country 
laundered their narcotics cash through 
the network headed by Harpal Singh 
Gill of Smethwick. 

Gill, aged 67, of Wall Close, set up a 
number of bogus clothing and textile 
companies to disguise the operation. 
False invoices helped the network 
launder more than £35m between 
May 2007 and May 2013, the National 
Crime Agency revealed. 

His son, Manjit Gill, aged 40, from 
George Road, Edgbaston, a singer 
who is also known as Foji Gill, took 
on the role of director for a number 
of the companies, receiving significant 
amounts of money. 

Gill and his son were sentenced for 
money laundering offences in March 
this year after being found guilty at 
Birmingham Crown Court, receiving 
11 years and five years in prison re¬ 
spectively. The full scale of the enter¬ 
prise was revealed last week after the 
last four members of the network were 
sentenced. 

Bogus 

Shafak Mohammed, 45, of Russells 
Hall Road, Dudley, who headed a 
bogus company and was found guilty 
of money laundering, was sentenced to 
21 months in prison. 

Sukhvinder Singh Dosanjh, 41, of 
Birmingham Road, Walsall, would 
meet couriers bringing money from 
other criminal gangs. He was sen¬ 
tenced to five and a half years in prison 
after being found guilty of money 
laundering. 

Paul Risby, of the National Crime 
Agency, said: “Harpal Singh Gill used 
his position as head of his family and 
local businessman to influence family 
members and associates to be part of 
his criminal enterprise. He knowingly 


r. i 


r ^ 



Mastermind of the network Harpal Singh 
Gill used his status to influence others 


took advantage of the respect afforded 
to him.” 

Gill employed his friend and ac¬ 
countant, Gurpreet Singh Roewal, 
aged 50, of Lyndon Road, Solihull, 
who advised him and provided an 
air of legitimacy to the bogus compa¬ 
nies. Roewal received eight years in 
jail after being found guilty of money 
laundering. 

Others jailed were mother-of-two 
Smita Gareja, aged 48, from Ap- 
plesham Close, Birmingham. She was 
the only female to be found guilty of 
money laundering and received 27 
months in jail. Found guilty of money 
laundering were Gurdev Singh Gill, 
60, and Tarandeep Singh Gill, 28, of 
Lime Avenue, Leicester, sentenced 
to five-and-a-half years each; Baldip 
Singh Bains, 36, of Crookham Close, 



Shafak Mohammed, 45, ran a bogus 
company to launder criminals’ cash 


Birmingham, jailed for four years; Mo¬ 
hammed Pervez, 40, of Harvard Road, 
Solihull, sentenced to seven years in 
prison; Prakash Chauhan, 55, of Addi¬ 
son Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham, 
jailed for five and a half years; Ranjeev 
Singh Rai, 33, of Dovehouse Lane, So¬ 
lihull , sentenced to three years and 
seven months in prison. 

Also sentenced were James Coul- 
son, 28, from Liverpool, jailed for 27 
months and Andrew Wilson, 60, from 
Bedworth, Warwickshire was given a 
nine month suspended jail sentence. 
They both admitted possessing crim¬ 
inal property. Santokh Singh Sangha, 
62, from Leicester was imprisoned for 
three years and Sarup Singh Parmar, 
65, from Sparkhill was jailed for 29 
months. They were both found guilty 
of money laundering. 


huJge 

CH0ICE 

from the Best 
Noraman Fir 
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* Stands available 





Larger Trees 
Available 
up to 35ft 

Pot Grown 
Fraser Fir and 
Potted Norway 
Spruce 

Holly 

Wreaths and 
Poinsettias 
in stock 

Suppliers to 
schools and 
offices, please 
enquire for a 
fast delivery 


Green Leevs Garden Centre 

52-53 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis B65 0HF 
OPPOSITE SAINSBURY BLACKHEATH 

Open 7 days a week in December 

Tel: 0121 561 1011 


*, 
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Green 

eevs 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

i 

i 

i 



^ Sunnyside ■ 

Kennels 


ft pleja 

mas 


Give a homeless dog 
a Christmas and 
New Year dinner for only 


Donate by 
• post y 

Dark Lane, Coven, 
Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 


PLEASE 

PEEP 

ME 


Text 


FEED28 £3, £5, £7 
or £10 to 70070 


I or £10 to 70070 

Text costs donation plus a standard rate message. 

Must get bill payer’s permission. 

• Call 

0121 643 5018 (option 3) 

• Online 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 


STD CARPETS 

Can guarantee fitting before Christmas, because 
we are one of the largest stockists of carpet 
in the country, we are not in the hands of the 
manufacturers 

At STD we have top class fitters and the 
finest selection of carpets anywhere 

Prices are up to 50 % cheaper 
than other stores with 100’s 
of rolls of Wilton, Axminster, 
Saxonys and Itoist Pile 
in stock 


BRIERLEY HILL 


So, if you want a carpet for 
_ | Ch ristmas get along to STD 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill, DY5 3PT 

01384 76448 
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END) OF YB^R! SALE 



Want to use your 
conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in summer? 
Too in winter? 

Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof ^25 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat 

• Fitting Teams available 


(t&c apply, must book on first visit to get discount) 


j<v 

pa Lite 

J AittUNi: in 



SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution ... 


ONLY MIDLANDS M Ai J JFACTlIRl 


J^o P'danutug Ph/uvussion ne.e.cie.cl! 

0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com /sales@supalitemidlands.com 


Car rescue pair receive 
chiefs bravery awards 



Samantha Holland and Sergeant Lewis Hurford-John with, centre, Chief Constable Chris Sims 


Rescuers — 

A POLICE officer and a pas¬ 
ser-by have received bravery 
awards for a rescue where 
a drunk driver was saved as 
her car teetered on the edge 
of a deep ditch. 

Sergeant Lewis Hurford-John was 
first on the scene of the crash on Dud¬ 
ley’s Bramford Estate when the Ford 
Focus careered off Park Road. The ve¬ 
hicle came to rest with its rear hang¬ 
ing over an embankment. 

Sgt Lewis dragged a male passen¬ 
ger, thrown into a ditch under the per¬ 
ilously positioned car, to safety while 


Samantha Holland leapt on the bonnet 
as a counter-balance to stop it plung¬ 
ing into the trench. 

Samantha, 25, from Brierley Hill, 
who works at the Bramford Arms, was 
joined by pub customers to help weigh 
down the car before fire crews arrived 
to tow the vehicle to safety. The female 
driver would not have been able to 
keep the vehicle grounded on her own. 

Sgt Hurford-John and Samantha 
were honoured for their bravery at 
an awards ceremony where they were 
respectively presented with a Chief 
Constable’s Award and Good Citizen’s 
Award from West Midlands Chief Con¬ 
stable Chris Sims. Sgt Hurford-John 


said: “The car was literally rocking, 
ready to topple. We spotted a man in 
the brook directly underneath the ve¬ 
hicle. He was clearly drunk and dazed 
so I ran down and dragged him out 
of the way. Samantha did a great job 
instinctively hopping on the bonnet to 
keep the front wheels on the ground.” 

Samantha added: “I sat on the bon¬ 
net for about 20 minutes before the 
fire brigade attached ropes to the car 
and dragged it away from the cut. 

A 47-year-old woman from Bush- 
bury later admitted drink driving in 
court was banned from driving for 20 
months and told to pay £215 in fines 
and charges. 


bexI Lome care 


TOO BUSY FOR HOUSEWORK? 

Can't keep up with the jobs that need doing? 
Or just want to spend more time with the family? 

WHY NOT LET US HELP OUT? 

No job is too big or too small for us to do. We offer weekly, 
monthly or even just one off cleans. 

We offer a full house cleaning service so with just one call 
all your household chores can be dealt with. 

We offer competitive rates, our staff are all fully experienced 
and we are fully insured. 

So why not give us a call and see how we can help? 
-CONTACT BECKY ON -- 

0800 64401 18 Mobile: 07946 883108 



£10 INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

Sign up to an Express & Star PLUS+ subscription today 


BlilNDSpl 

CHRISTMAS 

from Concept Blinds 

Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 




5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 
0800 5815270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 




The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 


NOW JUST£799! 

INCLUDING VAT ft FREE FITTING 



♦ Includes free internal manual override 

♦ <»<M ni K w V»l i W i <a >W» 

♦ »!>■■«», I.M ... 



Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start X 

Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide mk 






W::- 


CALL 01245 396910 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY: Freephone 0800146 540 
or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star UMm 

PRINT | MOBILE | TABLET | ONLINE 































































Festive gifts 
from clubs 
get red card 


CLOTHES pegs painted in West 
Brom’s blue and white have 
topped a list of the worst Christ¬ 
mas presents being sold by Pre¬ 
mier League clubs ... 

However when looking at other mer¬ 
chandise being sold at other Midland 
football clubs it is apparent the colourful 
pegs are in good company. 

Family members scratching their heads 
over to what to get a Wolves fan can find a 
dinner bell with the club’s crest on the han¬ 
dle, costing £6. 

Villa supporters meanwhile can chomp 
on their club’s official wine gums or fudge, 
both £1, while watching their team from the 
stands. 

And how exactly would Walsall fans make 
sure they could see their favourite players in 
action without snapping up a £2 pair of bin¬ 
oculars? 

Worst 

Our clubs boast some weird and wonderful 
stocking fillers and gifts for Christmas. 

Alan Cleverley, secretary of West Brom’s 
supporters club, said: “I was actually bought 
a set of those clothes pegs by a mate. 

“We always try and outdo each other by 
buying the worst presents possible. 

“Having said that I do think there is some 
good stuff in the Albion shop and I particu¬ 
larly like buying their golf gloves because they 
are very good quality. 



The infamous Baggies clothes pegs 


“I also like buying the golf balls with the 
badges on - but I keep losing them. 

“The standard over the last few years has 
really improved and for younger people there 
are all those mobile phone and computer ac¬ 
cessories, so I bet they love them. 

“I was actually out shopping with my 
granddaughter the other day and I was point¬ 
ing out what they could buy me for Christ¬ 
mas. You can never have too many golf gloves 
because they can wear out quite quickly.” 

Another present is the Albion metal dog 
bowl for £7.99 along with diving duck with 
plug at £4.99. 

For those wishing to buy a more serious 
gift, a WBA home goalkeeper shirt will set 
you back £54.99. 

If Saddlers fans are not taken by the replica 
binoculars, perhaps a £1 pencil sharpener is 
more their cup of tea? 

Adult training shower jackets cost £50. 

Steve Davis, secretary of Walsall Football 
Supporters Trust, said: “I don’t think there’s 
anything too bad that really stands out in our 
club shop. But I have to say the onesies are 
just wrong - but then again I think they’re 
all wrong. The worst thing I ever bought was 





probably the mascot, Swifty’s, old costume 
online. I just thought it was a bit of a one- 
off but when it came through the post it was 
massive. I suppose the worse thing I could 
think of buying a Walsall fan for Christmas 
would be a Wolves half season ticket.” 

Wolves are selling force jackets in charcoal 
black for £70 but the bizarre dinner bell costs 
a mere £6. And, for those with a spare £1 in 
your pocket, a 30cm ruler is on offer. Aston 
Villa’s worst offering - an astro turf sign cost¬ 


ing £4 - should arguably have charted higher 
than eighth in the list of worse Christmas 
presents. The club, as well as selling its own 
range of confectionary, also stocks Aston Villa 
dog doorstops for £18. 

For the more classy fan, a set of engraved 
Villa brandy glasses start at £50. 

The list of tacky presents compiled by Gam- 
bleGeek also included a £25 Bournemouth 
hard hat and Crystal Palace tape measures if 
they have a spare £4.99. 


Sunderland’s dog lead emblazoned with the 
club’s crest is on there, priced at £7.99, while 
a flashing yo-yo for Stoke City supporters also 
features. 

Cockerel tinsel is available for Spurs fans 
costing £5 and Man City have thankfully pro¬ 
duced a £10 garden thermometer. 

Rounding of the top 20 worst buys are 
Swansea ladies’ perfume at £15, Everton 
aftershave at £15 and a £40 Norwich City 
striped fleece onesie. 



|V? r World! 

Two Courses... aSM 

Three Courses... 

Jnlimted Courses... 

Starting from 
Only £9.99!! 


Early Christmas present from us 

Name. 


15 % 

Discount 


Phone. 

NOT VALID ON CHRISTMAS DAY & 
NEW YEAR'S DAY. 

* (CHRON) 


Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury,West Midlands B68 8L< 
Telephone : 01215520041, www.flavourz.co.uk. 

Check our website for opening times & prices. 
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Minion mania grips Merry Hill malls 



Shoppers meet the Minions Kevin, Stuart and Bob at Intu Merry Hill on their Minion Mayhem tour to promote their new movie 


MINION mayhem took over Merry Hill shopping centre, lease of Minions on Blu-Ray, Blu-Ray 3D and DVD. Every- 
as part of a tour across the country to celebrate the release one’s favourite goggle-wearing yellow sidekicks caused a 
of their film. festive frenzy at the centre on Sunday. 

In a sold-out show, hundreds of fans got the chance to From noon until 4pm some 500 people took part in meet 
meet Kevin, Stuart and Bob ‘in person’ and enjoy a photo and greets with the loveable animated characters that first 
opportunity, as well as winning prizes celebrating the re- appeared in the Despicable Me movies. 


Homes plan for ‘eyesore’ 


UP TO 180 jobs will be cre¬ 
ated under plans to build 60 
homes on an ‘eyesore’ facto¬ 
ry site on the edge of a Dud¬ 
ley nature reserve. 

The scheme is earmarked for the 
former Kuehne and Nagel UK build¬ 
ings in Netherton. The project would 
create around 180 construction jobs 
according to developer Persimmon 
Homes West Midlands. 


Outline planning permission for 
the site at Saltwells Road has been 
granted by Dudley Council and it has 
now been sold to Persimmon Homes. 

Persimmon has applied to the au¬ 
thority for reserved matters to build 
62 homes with a decision due soon. 

Ward councillor Jackie Cowell wel¬ 
comed the move to redevelop an ‘eye¬ 
sore’ site. She said: “This is a good 
thing as it’s just been a fairly mis¬ 
erable location for quite some time. 


We do need more development in the 
borough and desperately need more 
homes. This will bring new people 
into Dudley borough and jobs will be 
created as well.” 

The four-acre site is next to the Salt- 
wells Nature Reserve, which covers 
247 acres, and is an area of outstand¬ 
ing natural beauty. It also backs on to 
Mushroom Green conservation area. 

Persimmon has applied to buildtwo, 
three, four and five-bedroom homes. 



^cowp'fj® 
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Furniture Emporium] 

- CHRISTMAS ; 

__ Sfeeccat 


Complete Set comprising of: 
• 4 Door wardrobe 


Complete Set £1999 


FANTASTIC OFFER 


• Dressing table plus mirror 

• 2 Bedside cabinets 


FREE Mattress 


• Bedframe 

• Various colours available 
Was £2099 


FREE Fitting 
FREE Local Delivery 


1 FURNITURE 
EMPORIUM 


thefuniture-emporium.com 

0121 448 4340 


Furniture Emporium Unit 2 Eagle Trading Estate, Stourbridge Road, Halesowen. B63 3UA 
(Opposite Halesowen Football Ground) 

Opening Times Mon - Sat 10am to 6pm | Sun & Bank Holidays 11am to 4pm 


Cl IRONICLE 


Are 



picture? 

Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 
Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 
Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaper | MMS messages 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 
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\P|| FURNITURE, BED AND CARPET SUPERSTORE MtD M ^4 

w* 3 DAYS ONLY 

SAVE to 70% CLEARANCEWENT SAVE Ho 70% 

CLEARANCE SALE MUST END THIS WEEKEND 


Leather Look Tub Chair 

1 Only : READY TO GO 

Double Size Richmond 
White Sleigh Style Bedframe 

Imperial 2.5m Wide 3 Door 
Slider Robe 2.23m High 

Light Oak Effect Triple Robe 
with Centre Mirror and Drawers 

Was deaiance Jt A 

£119 ^ 

Wa$ Unit 4AA 
£399 ^b199 

Was tan A 4IAA 
£699 ^b499 

Was tan CM 70 

£299 blf w 

Global Double Size Oak 
Bedframe - Sturdy Construction 

Ravello 3 Str + 2 Str Leather 
Modern Sofas: 2 Colours 

Double Size ‘Cardiff’ Ortho 
Spring Interior Mattress: 3 ONLY 

The Laura Compact Leather 
Corner Suite in Black 

Was tan Ad A A 
£349 b 109 

Was tan* IBAA 
£799 ^bOOU 


Was Clearanct BAA 

£899 MtbOUU 


CLEARANCE SALE MASSIVE STOCK CLEAROUT! 

Memory Foam Delux Pillows Firm 
Support Limited Stock 

Single Size Sprung Mattresses 
Damask Quilted Cover 

Large 3str Lush Sofa 

Blue Swivel Fabric : 1 only 

Italian Leather 3str + 1 Chair 
Cream Leather : 1 set only 

Was Clearance 

£39 Price lb* ^PEach 

Was Clearance 
£69 Price • 

Was Clearance^fe | 

£599 Price 

Was Clearance OCCA 
£1150 Price 

Full Single Size Storage Bed 
Delux Mattress : Slidestorage 

Luxury Lebus Chaise Sofa 
Silver Fabric : 1 only 

3/4 Size Orthopaedic Bed 
Mattress and base included 

Kingsize Ivory Metal Headboard 
Super Design : Limited Stock 

Was Clearance 
£169 Price 

Was Clearance 
£799 Price 

Was Clearance | T’ 

£299 Pr 'ce 

Was Clearance 
£149 P^e 

Corona Mexican Pine 4 Drawer 
Chest - Huge Storage : 1 only 

Double Size 4 Drawer Bed Base 
Silly Offer : 1 only 

Superb Assembled Leather Dining 
Chairs - Ass Colours : Must Go 

Luxury Fabric 2 Str Recliner 
Lovely Silver Grey Fabric : 1 only 

Was Clearance^fe 
£159 Price 

Was Clearance 
£179 Price 

Was Clearance 

£99 Price CAU Each 

Was Clearance 
£699 Price TT 

A Set of Solid Pine Bunk Frames 
with 2 Spring Mattresses 

Solid Pine Narrow 5 Drawer Chest 
Assembled : 1 only to go 

Beech Finish 4 Drawer Dressing 
Table - Assembled : 1 only to go 

Larger Oak Finish Table + 6 Chairs 
Great value : Limited Stock 

Was Clearance JM 

£337 Price 

Was Clearance 
£119 Price 

Was Clearance 
£139 Price 

Was Clearance £01111 
£469 P^e 






LEVINES, OAKFIELD HOUSE, LEVEL STREET 
BRIERLEY HILL 01384 79393 
(Next to the Copthorne Hotel) 

DOORS OPEN 9.00 AM PROMPT! 
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www.central-market.co ^ 

Stalls ava }}^ e t l°nHwtf C Wrtchorn 


Christmas Opening Times 
Central Market Hall 
Cradley Heath 

Monday 21st Dec: 9.00 - 4.00 
Tuesday 22nd Dec: 9.00 - 4.00 
Wednesday 23rd Dec: 9.00 - 4.00 
Thursday 24th Dec: 9.00 - 4.00 
Christmas Day & Boxing Day Closed 
Tuesday 29th Dec: 9.00 - 2.00 
Wednesday 30th Dec: 9.00 - 4.00 
Thursday 31st Dec: 9.00 - 2.00 
Friday 1st Jan: Closed 
Normal opening times resume on 
Saturday 2nd January 


All enquiries to " 

07850 742961 


Rhys Rusbatch as Peter Pan with Mariah Gale as Wendy Photo by Manuel Harlan 


by Leon Burakowski 


Wendy & Peter Pan, 

Royal Shakespeare Theatre, 
Stratford-upon-Avon 

GIRL power comes to Neverland in 
the Royal Shakespeare Company’s 
gently feminist revamp of JM Barrie’s 
magical story about the boy who never 
grows up. 

But don’t let the F word put you off 
— this production is very funny, full of 
magic, music and dance, it just makes 
it clear that ‘lost boys’ need sensible 
girls. 

As the title suggests, in playwright 
Ella Hickson’s reboot it is Wendy Dar¬ 
ling who is the main character, trying 
to cope with an impetuous childish 
Pan who literally flies away from se¬ 
rious issues, like commitment. In the 
end she saves the day in alliance with 
Neverland’s other girls, Tinkerbell 
and Tiger Lily. 

First staged by the RSC two years 
ago, this spectacular production has 
been enhanced and returns sharper 
than before. But a running time of just 
under three hours, including interval, 
may challenge younger children. 

It is very cleverly written with jokes 
pitched at both adult and younger 
audiences, including Shakespearean 
references along with various recent 
catchphrases and a couple of Barrie’s 
most memorable lines. 

This production benefits from the 
involvement of RSC associate actors 
such as the expressive Mariah Gale 
as a feisty Wendy and Darrel O’Silva 
as a melancholy, cynical and eloquent 
Captain Hook. 

Comic support comes from the Lost 
Boys, including Lawrence Walker 
playing Tootles with a Black Country 
accent. Paul Kemp as Smee, Hook’s 
devoted and clearly head-over-heels- 


in-love first mate, dreams of sharing 
a cosy cottage with his cap’n. But the 
biggest guffaws are prompted by Adam 
Gillen’s shrieking cabin boy, a Never¬ 
land reworking of his awkward young 
hairdresser character in hit TV show 
Benidorm. 

Shadows 

Welsh actor Rhys Rusbatch seems 
relegated to a supporting role as Peter, 
but whether lofted about by his pack 
of shadows or leading the characters 
on wires through the air — the set 
does resemble a human mobile — he 
has charisma as a punky-looking Pan. 
Meanwhile, Charlotte Mills as Tinker- 
bell almost steals the show as a hefty 
Cockney fairy with a sharp tongue. 

Don’t underestimate this play’s 


emotional impact. It also has interest¬ 
ing things to say about bereavement. 
Keep a hanky handy for the scene 
when Wendy and her brothers are fi¬ 
nally reunited with their own lost boy, 
a sibling who died. 

The only caution I would offer par¬ 
ents of younger children is that Hook’s 
murder of an insolent pirate and Ar¬ 
thur Kyeyune’s creepy contorted 
human crocodile may be a little too 
scary for some under-lOs. 

This production is much more sub¬ 
stantial than the usual well-meaning 
but instantly forgettable festive fare 
in theatreland at this time of year — 
it makes you think as well as laugh. 
Wendy & Peter Pan continues in rep¬ 
ertoire at Stratford until the end of 
January. 



Pan’s ‘Lost Boys’ 
need sensible girls 


REVIEW 


Get the full news 
experience with 

Express & Star plus+ 

The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 



0A *w - 



Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start 
Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide 


BRITAIN'S 
NUMBER 1 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Call freephone 0800146 540 or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 


PLUS+ 


PRINT | MOBILE | TABLET | ONLINE 




























Defiant — a group of Cradley Heath women chainmakers seen during the lock out in 1910 Women chainmakers of Cradley Heath on the march Women’s work — a workshop staffed by female chainmakers in Cradley Heath 


Heritage project aims to 
preserve history of strike 


THE proud history of the Black 
Country’s female chainmakers is 
to feature in a new heritage pro¬ 
ject hoping to preserve the past 
before it is too late. 

Pictures of artefacts and recordings 
made by the ancestors of chainmakers 
will be uploaded on a new website be¬ 
ing set up by The Friends of the Wom¬ 
en Chainmakers. 

The group was formed to preserve the in¬ 
dustrial heritage of the Black Country and 
celebrate the role that women played. 

To kick start the project, the group is 
seeking ancestors of female chainmakers 
and of women who worked in other indus¬ 
tries to share their family’s story. 

Chair Lesley Bates, said: “There are two 
sides to what we are doing with this pro¬ 
ject. One will look at the heritage side and 
involved speaking to the grandchildren 
and the great-grandchildren of the women 
chainmakers. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Rob Cox 


“The other side will reflect on what wom¬ 
en’s work was like in the Black Country and 
Cradley Heath and whether it has changed 
at all in the last 100 years. “ 

The 1910 Women Chainmakers’ strike, 
led by Mary Macarthur and supported by 
the women of Cradley Heath, was pivotal in 
labour history and a significant step in the 
development of a universal minimum wage. 

During a visit to Empire Theatre in Cra¬ 
dley Heath, union leader Macarthur saw 
poverty and was shocked by the infant mor¬ 
tality rate. 

After she persuaded chainmaker bosses 
to set a minimum wage, she was left angry 
when they found a loophole that meant that 
the wage increase could be held back by 
nine months. This enabled them to stock¬ 
pile chain and then lay off workers before 
the increase. 

In response, Macarthur organised strikes 


at chainmakers, the first being in Graingers 
Lane. The strike lasted 10 weeks until 
employers finally agreed to meet their de¬ 
mands. 

Mrs Bates, added: “Mary Macarthur was 
very good at using the media. She made a 
film which went out to cinemas, including 
in the United States. 

“This was really important stuff that re¬ 
sulted in the Workers’ Institute at Cradley 
Heath, now at the Black Country Living 
Museum.” 

The group intend to apply for heritage 
lottery funding and will look to provide 
work packs for schools. 

The motivation is to record accounts of 
the historic events for future generations. 

Mrs Bates, added: “If we do not do some¬ 
thing about it quickly there will not be 
people who have even second or third hand 
memories of the women chainmakers. The 
strike itself was such an important event 
but because this was a women’s issue it does 
not tend to have the same prominence.” 

Contact Mrs Bates on 07816 480584. 



Leader speaks — trade unionist and women’s rights campaigner Mary Macarthur addresses the strikers 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

TRADE SOFAS 

The Sofa & Chair Specialists 

This Weekend Saturday & Sunday 

Special Clearance Event 

Sofas • Suites • Chairs 
Final Reductions £100.00! 
£200.00! £300.00! 

ALL FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

Last chance for Christmas 
All Sensible Offers Considered!!! 

TRADE FURNITURE 

UNIT 12 PEARTREE LANE, DUDLEY. DY2 OQU 
TEL: 01384 484077 I OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK10-3PM 
ESTABLISHED OVER 25 YEARS 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 
n ■ ■ fad aim 



Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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TJXT 1 1VT Monday 9.00 am-4.30 pm 

I I wr~ F^W (except Bank Holiday Mondays) 

l Friday & Saturday 9.00 am-5.00 pm 



CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 

at Blackheath Market 
Monday 21st Dec 9.00am - 5.00pm 



at*** 


Tuesday 22nd Dec 
Wednesday 23rd Dec 
Thursday 24th Dec 
Christmas Day 
Saturday 26th Dec 
Monday 28th Dec 
Friday 1st Jan 


9.00am - 5.00pm 
9.00am - 5.00pm 
9.00am - 3.30pm 
Closed 
Closed 
Closed 
Closed 


Normal opening times resume on Saturday 2nd January 

All enquiries to Oliver Watchorn 07850 742961 
www.blackheath-market. co .uk 


r f/i BENJAMINS 

CH»I«TMA« 

1 
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CHRISTMAS NEW 
DAY LUNCH YEARS EVE 


ADULTS £30 
CHILDREN (5-10YEARS £15) 
CHILDREN UNDER 5 FREE 

NO RUSH AND NO WAITING 


FAMILY DISCO PARTY 
INCLUDING BUFFET 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


Birmingham Street, Halesowen, B63 3HN 0121 602 02 02 



PECKINGHAM STREET 
HALESOWEN B63 3AR 
Phone: 0121 550 1237 
steiff@ dancer sltd. co. uk 


Combi Boil 
SPECIAL OFFER 

KtesfCSm© 

(rnriDTUng 

er change from £950 

S ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

Also Warranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years 

Free Quotation /] 

W 07961 140885 



SERVICE • PARTS * REPAIRS 

% 5^.21®' •'© ** A 

1R 31384 565300 msmam mrcox 
0CE4 567752 mmmmm 

WWItJWfcMiaWtt MSI «UNKB32U 




✓ Cars & Lights ✓MOT’S 
Commercials arranged 

✓ Diagnostics 

✓ Brakes 

✓ Exhausts 

✓ Timing Belts 

✓ Clutches 

✓ Valeting 


4a, Chester Road, Cradley Heath, B64 6AA 
Opening times Mon - Fri 8.30-6.00 Sat 8.30-5.00 





Have moved. 


.to new premises at 


49 Tat Bank Road, Oldbury B69 4NJ 



Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd 

d 11 Lower High Street 

Cradley Heath. B64 5AB , 

W* 01384 569569 

Independenj Family Funeral Directors 

We are an independent family run group of 
Funeral Directors under the personal attention of 
Trevor & Ross Hickton and Melanie Unwin Dip.PD 

* 24 Hour Service * Private Chapels of Rest 

* All Areas . ’ > • Ik * Modern and Classic 

Covered C/rl.1 A Vehicles 

* Pre Paid ”~ * ^***^ * Simple Funeral 

Funerals Options 

* Home * Monthly Payment 

Arrangements Schemes 


Suppliers of all construction materials: 

• Bricks • Plaster 

• Blocks • Roofing 

(1 materials 

• Electrical 


* Sand & 

• Cement 



Tel: 0121 552 8004 | 0121 544 4409 | 0795/ 401938 


T. Hadley & Co 
17a High Street 
Blackheath / 
Rowley Regis. 

B65 ODR 
0121 559 1010 


R. Hadley 
36-38 

Windmill Hill 
Halesowen. 
B63 2BZ 
01384 636606 



V % 

M 

Cuddle , 
Up This'*' 
Christinas... 


Order now for 1 
Fitting in the New] 
Year 


m 


...with a NEW 
Fireplace 


[Tn » 

0 12 1 


Jubilee Fireplaces Ltd, 
High Street, Princes End, 
557 3 1 1 1 | Tipton DY4 9JF 



AUTOPARTS & SERVICING 

Breakers of all German models, MOTs, 
repairs, tyres and recovery 

All work undertaken 

TEL: 01384 566255 

UNIT 3A, SILVER THORNE LANE, CRADLEY HEATH, 
WEST MIDLANDS B64 5AP 



L.G.H. ROOFING SERVICES 


• Flat felt roofing • Tile, slate repairs 

• Pointing, guttering, uPVC fascia 
Free estimates - Written guarantee 

SPECIAL RATES FOR OAFS 


Tel: 0121-556 4833 or 07944 326002 
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White Christmas at 
the Grand - Page 19 


/nr ~ T-k ^ 

* /Three'Diamonds 

v BAR AND GRILL 

__ 


FAMILIES WELCOMED 


Horner Way, Rowley Regis B65 OJQ 
Tel: 0121 559 6040 
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thefastticket 


Listings December 4-10 



® GENTING ARENA 




barclaycard 

arena 




#29 Mar 2016 # 16 Apr 2016 



PREMIER 
LEAGUE DARTS 


# 26 Apr 2016 


28 Apr 2016 



II. 1)1 VO 


# 7 May 2016 


• 13 May 2016 



#20 May 2016 # 18 June 2016 


Duran 

Duran 



Friday, 7pm 
Genting Arena, B’ham 

Eighties legends Duran Duran have 
had a resurgence in recent times and 
will be performing in their hometown 
where they formed in 1978. They will 
be joined by special guest, Seal. 

Visit www.gentingarena.co.uk 


Gareth 

Malone 



Sunday, 7.30pm 
Symphony Hall, B’ham 
Join the nation’s favourite choirmaster 
Gareth Malone and his new choir 
Voices for an all new show at 
Symphony Hall this weekend. Get 
ready to sing your hearts out. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Noel 

Fielding 



Saturday, 7pm 

Civic Hall, W’ton 

Expect a magical mix of Noel’s unique 

brand of stand-up comedy, live 

animation, music and some of 

Fielding’s best known TV characters 

including Moon Man. 

Visit www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


Roy Wood’s 
Rockmas 



Sunday, 7pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 
Join Roy Wood and a whole of host 
of special guests including Cockney 
sing-a-long legends Chas and Dave to 
get your Christmas off to the best start 
possible. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

From The Jam 

Fri at 8.30pm, £20 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Duran Duran 

Fri at 7pm, £35 - £65 
Genting Arena, Birmingham, 
B40 1NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

Status Quo: Accept No 
Substitute Tour 2015 

Sat at 12am, £39.50 - £42.50 
Barclaycard Arena, 
Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Twilight Sad 

Wed at 7pm, £12 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Ash 

Wed at 7pm, £17 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 
WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

The Levellers 

Fri at 7pm, £25 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Maxi Jazz And The 
E-Type Boys 

Wed at 7pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Caro Emerald 

Mon, Tue at 7.30pm - 10pm, 
£22.50-£125 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Hazel O’Connor 

Sun at 6.30pm - 11 pm, £22 
The Glee Club, Birmingham, 
B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Labour Of Love: UB40 Tribute 

Sat - Sun at 7.30pm - 2am, 

£8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

The Dead Daisies 

Sat at 7pm, £12.50 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

Fred Skidmore Trio 

Thu at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Kill The Romantic 

Sat at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Major Toms 

Fri - Sat at 9pm - 2am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


Geoff Tate 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Supreme Queen :Queen Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Mike Sanchez & The Portions 

Wed at 9.15pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Roy Ayers & his band 

Sun at 8.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Rutles 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Bob Marley Tribute 

Sat at 8pm, 

Knights Quest, Rowley Regis 
B65 0EE. 

Call 0121 561 5599 

Grifter 

Fri - Sat at 8pm - 1am, 

The Boars Head, 

Kidderminster, DY10 1EW. 

Call 01562 861870 

Belphegor 

Wed at 7pm, £15 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Tygers Of Pan Tang 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Fish: Farewell to Childhood - 
SOLD OUT 

Wed at 7.30pm, £25 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

The Bright Eyes 

Thu at 9pm, £5 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Bleeding Hearts 

Sat - Sun at 8pm - 1am, Free 
The Boars Head, 

Kidderminster, DY10 1EW. 

Call 01562 861870 

Scouting For Girls 

Sat at 7pm, £22.50 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Half Man Half Biscuit 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

Pelo 

Friday at 10pm, £3-5 
The Grapes, Stafford, 

ST16 2HZ. 

Call 07989 174631 


The Stranglers tribute by 
Straighten Out 

Sat at 7.30pm, £6/£8 
Arena Aldridge, 

Walsall, WS9 8QR 
Call 0844 884 2920 

Roy Wood Rockmas 

Sun at 7pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Gig Caritas Xmas Show 

Thu at 8pm 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

SOUL & BLUES 

The Magic Of Motown 

Sun at 7.30pm, £24.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Urban Soul Family 

Fri at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

The Soul Survivors 

Fri at 7.30pm, £10 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Miss Led 

Sun at 8pm, Free 
The Grapes, Stafford, 

ST16 2HZ. 

Call 07989 174631 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

The Albion Christmas Band 

Tue at 8pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 
Call 0121 446 3232 

Martyn Joseph 

Sun at 7.30pm -11 pm, £16 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Handel’s Messiah 

Fri at 7pm - 10pm, £11 - £37 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Ex Cathedra: Bach Christmas 
Oratorio 

Sun at 4pm - 6.30pm, 

£9.50 - £35 

Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 


Performance Platform: Liang 
Shan 

Tue at 1.05pm - 2pm, 

£3.50 - £6.50 

Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital Christmas Concert 

Wed at 7.45pm - 9.45pm, 
Birmingham Cathedral, 
Birmingham, B3 2QB. 

Call 0121 262 1840 

Christmas Celebration Concert 

Sat at 7pm - 10.30pm, 

The Bonded Warehouse, 
Stourbridge, DY8 4LU. 

Call 01384 395216 

Christmas Carol Concerts 

Mon at 7.30pm - 9pm, Tue at 
7.30pm - 9pm, 

Wightwick Manor and Gardens, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 8EE. 

Call 01902 760100 

Orchestras, Ensembles And 
Chamber Music: ‘Twas The Bard 
Before Christmas 

Fri at 7pm, £4 - £6.50 
Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 

B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

Gareth Malone 

Sun at 7.30pm - 10pm, 

£25 - £99 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

BICS 2015/16: Helsinki 
Philharmonic Orchestra 

Thu at 7.30pm, £9.50 - £45 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

BPSO Proms Night 
Spectacular 

Sat at 7.30pm, £12-£22 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Sing Carols With The City 
Organist 

Mon at 1pm, £8.50 - £10 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 


THEATRE 

Birmingham Royal Ballet: The 
Nutcracker 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Sun at 1 pm, Tue at 2pm, 
7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, Thu at 
2pm, 7.30pm, 7.30pm, 

£19-£56 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

The Nativity 2015 

Wed at 7.30pm - 9pm, Thu at 
7.30pm - 9pm, 

St Paul’s Church, Birmingham, 

B3 1QZ. 

Call 0121 236 7858 


The Lion The Witch And The 
Wardrobe 

Fri at 10.15am, Mon at 10.15am, 
2.30pm, Wed at 10.15am, 
2.30pm, £7.50 - £35 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Guys And Dolls 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £15-£47.50 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Jack And The Beanstalk 

Mon - Thu at 10.30am, 1.30pm, 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

White Christmas: South Staffs 
Musical Theatre Company 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £10-£19.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 573320 

Dynamo 

Wed at 8pm, Thu at 8pm, 

£33.20 - £99.70 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 


COMEDY 

Ed Byrne: Outside Looking In 

Wed at 8pm, £19-£21 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Thu at 8pm, £19 - £21 
Wolverhampton Wulfrun Hall, 

WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Justin Moorhouse: Destiny 
Calling 

Thu at 8pm, £15 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Andy Parsons 

Thu at 8pm, £15-£16.50 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Comedy In The Met 

Sat at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST 16 2LT. Call 01785 254653 

Fitz Of Laughter 

Fri at 8pm 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

An Evening With Noel Fielding 

Sat at 8pm, £25 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall, 

WV1 1 RQ. 0870 320 7000 

OTHER EVENTS 

The Christmas Story For Young 
Children And Their Carers (Ages 
0-5) 

Fri at 10.30am, 

Birmingham Cathedral, B3 2QB. 
Call 0121 262 1840 


WHAT WILL YOU SEE NEXT? 

• gentingarena.co.uk 

• barclaycardarena.co.uk 


theticketfactory.com • 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Dream of a Grand 
White Christmas 



Rebecca Haydon and Lexie Bennett star in White Christmas at the Grand Theatre 


WITH weather forecasts 
threatening the white stuff 
and yuletide fast approach¬ 
ing, festive favourite, White 
Christmas, staged by South 
Staffs Musical Theatre Com¬ 
pany, has arrived at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre. 

The musical opened this week and 
continues through to Saturday with 
nightly performances at 7.30pm, plus 
a 2.30pm matinee on Saturday. 

Irving Berlin’s classic Christmas 
offering, which became a 1954 movie 
starring Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, 
Rosemary Clooney and Vera Allen, is 
a relatively new stage adaptation for 
amateur performance. 

The score includes a host of well- 
known songs including Count Your 
Blessings, Let Yourself Go, Happy 
Holidays, Blue Skies, I Love A Piano 
and, of course, the title song. 

Simon McGee from Lower Gornal is 
playing Bing Crosby’s character, Bob 
Wallace. “It was a fantastic feeling 
when I found out I had got the part 
of Bob Wallace in White Christmas,” 
says Simon. “ I mean, to play the male 
lead in this wonderful show at Christ¬ 
mas is the icing on the cake in a very 
special year for me. 

“It has been an amazing experi¬ 
ence, but very challenging, especially 
the dancing. I think I have lost a 
stone in weight during the gruelling 
regime that our choreographer, Maria 
Shee has put us through. 

“I love playing opposite Lexie Ben¬ 
nett who plays Betty Hayes, Rebecca 
Haydon who plays her sister, Judy, 
and my cheeky chappy partner in 


crime, Luke Renwick who plays my 
sidekick, Phil Davis. We have had 
such a good giggle during rehearsals.” 

Lexie Bennett plays Bob’s reluctant 
love interest, Betty Hayes, with Re¬ 
becca Haydon as her sister Judy. The 
girls have had great fun with their 
roles and in particular have enjoyed 


singing the classic duet Sisters com¬ 
plete with huge feather fans. 

With tap dancing, superb score, 
heart-warming storyline, snow falling 
on stage and on the audience, and a 
huge Christmas tree, who could ask 
for more? Call 01902 429212 or visit 
www.grandtheatre.co.uk 



Family life 
inspires Ed 

MOCK the Week star Ed Byrne is an established touring fa¬ 
vourite, and despite his youthful looks the Irishman recently 
marked up 20 years as a comic. 

His latest show of observational comedy, Outside, Looking 
In, is at the Wulfrun Hall in Wolverhampton next Thursday 
(December 10) before the tour returns to the West Midlands 
at Birmingham Town Hall on February 19. 

The new show covers a wide range of subjects - from a 
gastric illness to UKIP - but he talks a lot about his family. 
It’s his most personal yet. 

“I didn’t make a conscious effort to write a more personal 
show, but that was what was coming out when I started writ¬ 
ing it,” Ed says. 

“People come to see me for a laugh and I would like to 
think they go away thinking the show is quite heartwarm¬ 
ing. A lot of comics may talk about the same stuff, but what 
makes it mine is that what I’m saying is what I genuinely 
think on this subject, and I try to make it as funny as I can. I 
think we all mine our lives to some degree or other.” 

Ed is adamant that he will keep his two young sons out of 
the celebrity spotlight, but in Outside, Looking In, he shows a 
picture of one of his sons — the denouement of a bittersweet 
story about buying new shoes - which not only illustrates it 
perfectly, but produces an “Aaaah” moment. 

“I’m aware that they haven’t given me permission to talk 
about them and that there will come a point when I can’t,” 
Ed says. “I talk about them in pretty abstract terms, because 
what I’m discussing is the act of parenting, and you can’t talk 
about that without mentioning your own children.” 


Music and laughter 
will rock the Robin 

JAZZ and funk fans will be head¬ 
ing for Bilston’s Robin 2 venue 
on Sunday for a rare Midlands 
appearance by American vibes 
player Roy Ayers and his Band. 
On stage at 8.30, Ayers has had 
R&B hits and been an inspira¬ 
tion to both acid jazz and hip- 
hop scenes. 

Other tasty gigs at the Mount 
Pleasant venue include The 
Jam’s bassist Bruce Foxton in 
the From The Jam Sound Affects 
Show tomorrow (Fri). Metal 
legends Tygers of Pan Tang on 
Monday, and the comedy genius 
of Neil Innes with his Beatles 
parody The Rutles on Tuesday. 
Wednesday sees the return of 
Worcestershire rock ‘n’ roller 
Mike Sanchez & The Portions. 


Dynamo bringing 
his first live tour 

TV magician Dynamo is bring¬ 
ing his Seeing Is Believing 
show to Birmingham Barclay- 
card Arena for five consecutive 
nights from Wednesday. He has 
added an extra performance at 
2.30pm on December 12. 

The hip street magician from 
Bradford, real name Steven 
Frayne, has amazed viewers 
with stunts that have included 
walking on water on the 
Thames and levitating above 
London skyscraper The Shard. 

Dynamo says: “I am hoping 
that like I did for magic on TV, 
I can reinvent the live magic 
show and produce something 
fans have never seen before. ” 

Tickets start from £37.25. 


Guy decides to 
get busier at 40 

TAKING a break from his day 
job as the frontman of Rams- 
bottom’s finest alternative rock 
quartet Elbow, Guy Garvey will 
be at the 02 Academy Birming¬ 
ham tonight (Thu), touring in 
support of his debut solo effort, 
the critically-acclaimed Court¬ 
ing The Squall. 

Why a solo album? He says: 
“I’m pretty sure it was the 40 
thing. Around 40,1 thought, I’m 
officially a middle-aged man. 
I should do more work. There 
should be more output than 10 
songs every two years. I flung 
myself at it. There’s a vastness 
to Elbow records, in places, al¬ 
most a regal thing. This record 
is more rough and ready.” 



yje serve.until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, ,flfc * r-t J 

l|' lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday Jfe 

DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun Find us at www.theknightsquest.cdtoki 


Great Bar,..Great Food 
r & Great Entertainment 


►.^THURSDAY NIGHT KARAOKE SHOW 7/y — 

FRIDAY 4TH DECEMBER / 

LUCAS ADAMS AS BON JOVI AND DISCO 

SATURDAY 5TH DECEMBER WYJ 

J BOB MARLEY TRIBUTE 

» SUNDAY 6TH DECEMBER “ 

SUNDAY NIGHT IS KARAOKE NIGHT!!! 

MONDAY 7TH DECEMBER 

FUN QUIZ & KARAOKE 

TUESDAY 8TH DECEMBER | 

PREDATORS TUESDAY NIGHT KARAOKE - 

f WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER ^ 

ADRIAN MICHAELS (f) 

iff THURSDAY 10TH DECEMBER 

-^THURSDAY IS STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

FRIDAY 1 1TH DECEMBER 

DAVE GOLDING * 


mm 


We also serve 

(dills 


i-Thurs :|12.00-2.30pm, 6-8pm | Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30pm 

I - - High Street, Blackheath * 

I Tel: 0121 561 5599 


MARSTON S 


93/BASSNAGE,RQA1D. ,H ALESCAW/EN,,B634HB TtEI^0131l585t9395] 


MONDAY-FRIDAY 
BITTER, MILD & CARLSBERG £1.99 

C0RKY5 SHOTS 5 FOR £5! 

BOTTLE OF HOUSE WINE £7.25 
DOUBLE VODKA REDBULL £4.25 


AVAILABLE 


COCKTAIL MENU 
BOTTLED CIDER ! FOR £61 
WEEKLY GUEST ALES 
SPIRIT DOUBLE UPS FOR £1.25 


J c - 

a 


Christmas Craft Fayre 

at the Red House Glass 


5 & 6 December 10am to 4pm 
FREE admission 

• Stalls selling hand crafted goods 

• Children’s entertainment and crafts 

• Open studios 

• Glass making demonstrations 

• Red Cone Coffee House 


Call 01384 812750 or visit 
www.redhousecone.co.uk 

Red House Glass Cone, High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ 


Dudley 
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eating out 


Discerning and well-Red 



The outside view of India Red restaurant, which can be found at 44, Market Street, Hednesford The tasteful decor on show with seating available for over 100 


With a bounty of exotic dishes 
to choose from, MARK SHIPP 
found India Red restaurant was 
the hottest ticket in town 

“WE know there’s competition, but 
if everyone knows their palate and 
knows their own food, they will tell 
the difference.” 

So says Zub Ahmed, proprietor of the 
India Red Restaurant in Hednesford. 
Having been there for 12 years, Zub and 
his restaurant have become established 
fixures. 

But, with a cluster of Indian restaurants 
within such a short distance, he knows he has 
to stay ahead of the game to keep his regular 
customers happy. 

With that in mind, the menu is changed on 
a regular basis to offer new dishes, while the 
chef is known for either creating new lines or 
putting his own stamp on traditional ones. 

And, it’s fair to say that the 110-seat restau¬ 
rant is doing very nicely for itself, thank you. 

Ushered 

It was a busy night in the Market Street 
premises when my partner and I ventured out. 
We had to wait a while for our meals, but that 
was no problem. The best things come those 
who wait, they say, and I always believe that 
quick service does not always represent the 
best quality. On this occasion, the food really 
was worth the wait. And there was enough left 
over for a mini-feast the following day. 

Seating downstairs at India Red is provided 
for couples or small parties, while upstairs 
tends to cater for the larger groups. As it is 
open plan, however, my better half did com¬ 
ment on how noisy it might be. 

Decor-wise India Red is tastefully done, with 
background music that one tends not to notice 
as it does little to drown out the general hub¬ 
bub from the diners. 


Minor quibbles aside, the food is the main 
attraction. The poppadoms were moreish, but 
served only to whet the appetite for what was 
to come. We were asked to try out a range of 
starters, and other menu items we had not or¬ 
dered found their way to our table. Generous, 
and obviously done to impress. 

But while appreciated, it was also unneces¬ 
sary as we felt suitably plenished. And we’d 
already been impressed by the fare. 

Zub explained that his Bangladeshi chef 


had served eight years at India Red, but was 
always looking to improve on standards. He 
even took the time, despite the hectic evening, 
to explain some of the methods and ingredi¬ 
ents behind some of the dishes. 

Take the malai kufta, for example, meat¬ 
balls in a sweet and spicy cheese sauce. It 
contains yoghurt and honey to give it that 
sweetness, and perfectly offset the Amritsar 
chicken, with its hidden kick due to garam 
masala and panch puran mix. 


That was just a taster. The menu comprises 
traditional dishes and India Red specials, but 
the beauty is that each dish is colour-co-or¬ 
dinated according to the heat factor, from a 
sweet and creamy grey to a red vindaloo hot. 

My other half didn’t need to worry about 
her tried and trusted makhani chicken, while 
I stepped into the unknown for the salmon 
surprise, the twist being that it actually 
wasn’t a curry - and it came with chicken, in 
tiny pieces, added to a bed of mashed potatoes. 


Not what I was expecting. Good, though, but 
without a curry it was dry, so the beef haleem 
- a newcomer to the menu - was a welcome 
accompaniment. And what a curry that was. 
It was mild, but had a tangy taste, emanating 
from its mix of spices, sugar and vinegar. Wor¬ 
thy of a visit for that alone. 

India Red is open Sunday to Thursday from 
5.30 to 11.30pm and until lam on Friday and 
Saturday. It is currently taking bookings for 
Christmas. Call 01543 424769 or 426611. 



INTERNATIONAL 

^. ISlaE'GijHM . 


SPEND £50 OR MORE AND GET £10 CASH BACK 

or FREE BOTTLE OF WINE FOR A TABLE 

WITH MAIN DISHES WHEN 4 OR MORE PERSONS DINING IN. 

Offers apply on Fridays & Saturdays till 11 pm pi 

You must produce this coupon to receive offer. 

Fully air conditioned, fully licensed, 
serving over 27 years at the heart of 
Halesowen and Quinton 
The finest cuisine, freshly prepared with 
90% fat free, a dish to satisfy all tastes 
Newly Refurbished 

Sunday-Thursday 
w DishDash 4-Course 
vV Meal £7.95 


A 


m 



FREE Home Delivery (2 mile Radius) 

ft Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to all our customers 3| 
Now taking festive party bookings 
Bring your own wine & beer only 

★★★ 3 Star - Environmental Health Officers Certificate 




14-15 Halesowen Road, Halesowen 
www.dilshadinternational.co.uk 
Tel: 0121 421 6549 or 421 5217 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 

Do you need to promote an event for 
a charity or a local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs local news stories for 
your local paper for you the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 


THE TALBOT HOTEL 

STOURBRIDGE 



BOOKINGS NOW BEINGTAKEN FOR 
CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 
BOXING DAY CARVERY 
NYE PARTY WITH DISCO £I2.95PP 

The Talbot Hotel 

High Street, Stourbridge,West Midlands DY8 I DW 
Tel: 01384 394350 F: 01384 371318 
E: info@thetalbot-hotel.co.uk 
www.thetalbot-hotel.co.uk 





For Your Advertisement. 
Only In... 



Every Friday 


For the best bookings 
call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319191 
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SATURDAY’S TV DECEMBER 5» 


CHOICE 



Stephen Mulhern 


Catchphrase Celebrity 
Couples Special 
(ITV, 5.45pm) 

The latest series of Stephen 
Mulhern’s revived version of the 
classic game show comes to a 
conclusion with a Catchphrase 
first. Although Mulhern has 
presided over six star-studded 
one-offs during his two-year 
tenure, this will be the first 
celebrity couples special. He 
invites This Morning presenters 
Eamonn Holmes and Ruth 
Langsford, comedian/actors Vic 
Reeves and Bob Mortimer, and 
former Westlife singer Brian 
McFadden and his now ex-wife, 
Irish model Vogue Williams, to 
‘say what they see’. The famous 
duos attempt to correctly 
identify popular phrases based 
on illustrative cartoons, in the 
hope of score enough points to 
win a cash prize for their charity 
of choice. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Simply Nigella. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 1.00 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. Coverage of the first 
semi-final from York. 4.30 Final Score. 
5.20 Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.50 
BBC News. 

6.00 Regional Programme. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. Peter 
Ratcliffe, Jeff Salmon, Jacqueline 
Gold, Richard Farleigh, Tim 
Campbell, Saira Khan, Michelle 
Mone and Declan Curry take part 
in a business-themed edition of 
the quiz. 

7.00 Strictly Come Dancing. The six 

remaining couples take part in 
routines celebrating popular 
musical numbers from the stage 
and screen, with the two least 
successful pairs facing a dance-off 
tomorrow. 

8.00 Doctor Who. The Doctor faces a 
bittersweet homecoming as, 
betrayed and trapped, with both 
his hearts broken, he 
demonstrates just how far he 
would be willing to go if someone 
took everything he cared about 
from him. With his quest to reach 
Gallifrey seemingly over, the Time 
Lord engages his own people in a 
struggle that will take him to the 
very end of time itself, but who is 
the mysterious “Hybrid” 
mentioned in the Gallifreyan 
prophecy? And just what was it 
the Doctor left behind as his 
“confession”? Peter Capaldi stars 
in the series finale, but will return 
later this year alongside Alex 
Kingston’s River Song for the 
traditional Christmas special. Last 
in the series. 

9.05 Casualty. The onset of winter and 
harsh conditions give some people 
a chance to come together, but 
also threaten to tear others apart. 
Medical drama, starring Amanda 
Mealing. 

9.55 The National Lottery Live. Ore 

Oduba presents as the all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.55The Apprentice. (R) 

12.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.00 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 7.00 
Film: The Amazing Mr Blunden. (1972) 
Children’s fantasy, starring Laurence 
Naismith. 8.35 Film: Beverly Hills 
Chihuahua. (2008) Comedy, with the 
voice of Drew Barrymore. 10.00 
Ronnie’s Animal Crackers. (R) 10.30 
Ronnie’s Animal Crackers. (R) 11.00 The 
Wonder of Animals. 11.30 Animal Park. 
(R) 12.00 My Life on a Plate. (R) 12.45 
Len and Ainsley’s Big Food Adventure. 

(R) 1.30 Len and Ainsley’s Big Food 
Adventure. (R) 2.15 Film: Saboteur. 
(1942) Alfred Hitchcock’s thriller, 
starring Robert Cummings. 4.00 Flog It! 
Trade Secrets. 4.30 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. Further coverage of the 
first semi-final from York. 5.30 The Great 
Pottery Throw Down. (R) 

6.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring orders 
Wilson to bring the platoon back 
from a grudge match against the 
ARP wardens’ darts team and get 
the men back on parade. The 
captain then takes a call warning of 
a suspected terrorist in 
Walmington-on-Seaand decides 
to deal with the situation himself. 
Comedy first broadcast in 1970, 
starring Arthur Lowe and John Le 
Mesurier. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 

Hazel Irvine introduces coverage 
of the second semi-final from the 
Barbican Centre in York, as the 
tournament widely regarded as the 
second-most prestigious on the 
calendar continues. Last year’s 
semi-finals saw Ronnie O’Sullivan, 
Stuart Bingham, Judd Trump and 
Stephen Maguire battling it out for 
a place in the showpiece match. 
O’Sullivan narrowly defeated 
Bingham and Trump overcame 
Maguire to set up a mouthwatering 
clash between two of the sport’s 
most charismatic characters. With 
commentary by Steve Davis, Ken 
Doherty and Stephen Hendry. 
10.00 Ql XL. Extended edition. Noel 
Fielding, Ross Noble and Colin 
Lane join regular panellist Alan 
Davies as host Stephen Fry asks a 
range of unusual questions on the 
topic of kit and kaboodle. 

10.45 Film: Glory. (1989) Oscar-winning 
fact-based historical drama about 
the first all-black regiment to fight 
in the American Civil War. Starring 
Denzel Washington, Matthew 
Broderick and Morgan Freeman. 

12.40 Film: Come As You Are. (2011) 
Comedy drama, starring Tom Audenaert. 
2.25 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Adventure Time. 8.00 Marvel Avengers 
Assemble. 8.30 Thunderbirds Are Go. 
9.00 Jessie. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.25 
Countrywise. (R) 10.55 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 12.00 ITV News; Weather. 
12.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.10 
Judge Rinder. (R) 2.15 Doc Martin. (R) 
3.20 Film: E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial. 
(1982) Sci-fi fantasy, with Henry 
Thomas. 5.30 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 Catchphrase Celebrity 
Couples Special. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Bradley Walsh invites Kaye 
Adams, Mark Bright, Jayne Torvill 
and Richard Arnold to take on 
ruthless quiz genius the Chaser in 
an attempt to win thousands of 
pounds for charity. 

8.00 The X Factor. The would-be stars 
face the sixth and penultimate 
round of nerve-racking live 
performances. As ever, Simon 
Cowell, Nick Grimshaw, Rita Ora 
and Cheryl Fernandez-Versini are 
on hand to judge the contestant’s 
abilities with the mic, and 
presenters Caroline Flack and Oily 
Murs offer the singers much- 
needed moral support on-stage. 
Following today’s show, the least 
successful contestants face 
another tense sing-off tomorrow, 
after which one unlucky act will be 
eliminated, leaving the finalists to 
progress through to the contest’s 
last round next weekend. 

9.30 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present the 
celebrity challenge and reveal 
which celebrity has fallen at the 
last hurdle, before they crown the 
King or Queen of the Jungle on 
tomorrow night’s show. 

10.35 The Jonathan Ross Show. 
American actor Burt Reynolds, 
and Star Trek and Mission: 
Impossible star Simon Pegg join 
Jonathan in the studio. Includes 
music by guests Coldplay. 

11. 40 ITV News; Weather. 

11. 55The Chase. Quiz show, hosted by 
Bradley Walsh. (R) 

12.45 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.25 The Grid. 7.55 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.00 
The Morning Line. 10.00 Frasier. (R) 

10.30 Frasier. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. 11.30 The Big Bang Theory. 

11.55 The Big Bang Theory. 12.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

I. 25 Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage 
from Sandown Park and Aintree. 4.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.25 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. 

(R) 5.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Come Dine with Me. Stephen 
Drew hosts the final dinner party 
in east Kent, and plans to spend a 
lot of time entertaining his guests 
during the Ab-Fab-themed 
evening, before the winner is 
announced. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Great Polar Bear Feast. 
Documentary charting the 
extraordinary gathering of polar 
bears that occurs every year in 
early September off the Arctic 
coast of Alaska. Up to 80 bears 
congregate on the frozen shores of 
Barter Island near the Inupiat 
village of Kaktovik, where they 
feast on the remains of hunter- 
harvested bowhead whales. Polar 
bears are typically intensely 
solitary creatures, so this 
behaviour is highly atypical. 

8.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 
Featuring icy waves in the Arctic, 
earthquakes in England, floods, 
exploding rocks and lights in the 
sky that coincide with seismic 
activity. 

9.00 Film: Non-Stop. (2014) Premiere. 
An air marshal on a transatlantic 
flight receives mysterious 
messages in which an anonymous 
terrorist threatens to kill one 
passenger every 20 minutes 
unless a ransom is paid. He 
searches the plane for the 
criminals responsible, but his 
investigation is threatened when 
he is framed as being the 
mastermind behind the plot. 

Action thriller, starring Liam 
Neeson, Julianne Moore and 
Lupita Nyong’o. 

II. 10TFI Friday. (R) 

12.10 Film: The Descendants. (2011) 

2.10 Fargo. (R) 3.15 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.20 
River Cottage Bites. (R) 5.35 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. (R) 5.40 1001 Things You 
Should Know. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show. 

11.30 Film: A Christmas Promise. 

(2015) Romantic drama, starring Patrick 
Muldoon. 1.15 Film: Hats Off to 
Christmas! (2013) Romantic drama, with 
Haylie Duff and Antonio Cupo. 3.00 Film: 
A Snow Globe Christmas. (2013) 
Premiere. Festive fantasy, starring Alicia 
Witt. 4.50 Film: The Christmas Spirit. 
(2013) Premiere. Fantasy, starring 
Nicollette Sheridan. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
Comedy clip show featuring 
pranks gone wrong, unwise acts 
and failed attempts of misplaced 
ambition. 

7.05 Ultimate Police Interceptors. 

Highlights of the documentary 
following the work of a specialist 
pursuit team using an array of 
high-performance cars equipped 
with technology for catching law¬ 
breakers. (R) 

8.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

Bedfordshire, agents Paul and 
Steve try to evict a community of 
travellers who have set up home in 
a private car park, however they 
receive a hostile response and 
must react to prevent the situation 
from spiralling out of control. 
Elsewhere, Stewart and Elmore 
chase a debt of over £3,000 in 
Merseyside, and in East London, 
Paul and Steve attempt to evict a 
Romanian family who stopped 
paying rent seven months ago. 
Plus, Stuart and Vic try to recover 
£5,000 owed by a forklift truck 
company after an agreement went 
sour. (R) 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s top matches, as well as 
all the goals from the 
Championship, League One and 
League Two, including Leeds 
United v Hull City at Elland Road. 

10.30 Live International Boxing. Lenny 
Daws v Ruben Nieto. Mark 
Pougatch presents coverage of the 
bout for the European Super 
Lightweight title, which takes place 
at Westcroft Leisure Centre in 
Carshalton, Surrey. 

12.00 Film: Reservoir Dogs. (1992) 
Thriller, starring Harvey Keitel. 1.45 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Dino Autopsy: T-Rex. 
Investigating the anatomy of the 
dinosaur. (R) 4.50 Make It Big. (R) 5.45 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 World’s Craziest Fools 7.30 Don’t 
Tell the Bride 8.30 Top Gear 9.30 Live at 
the Apollo 11.00 Family Guy 1.15 Renta 
Cop 1.45 Josh 2.15 Live at the Apollo 
3.00 World’s Craziest Fools 3.30 Josh 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Empire of the Seas: How the Navy 
Forged the Modern World 8.00 Britain’s 
Outlaws: Highwaymen, Pirates and 
Rogues 9.00 The Bridge 11.00 Catching 
History’s Criminals: The Forensics Story 
12.00 I’m Not In Love: The Story of lOcc 

I. 00 Top of the Pops: 1 980 1.40 The Old 
Grey Whistle Test: 70s Gold 

ITV2 

II. 15 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 
12.15 The Xtra Factor 1.20 The Hot Desk: 
Fleur East 1.30 Scorpion 2.25 Film: The 
Polar Express (2004) 4.20 You’ve Been 
Framed At Christmas! 4.45 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 5.50 Film: 
Lost in Space (1998) 8.20 Film: Back to 
the Future Part II (1989) 10.35 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Now! 11.35 
The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 12.35 
Viral Tap 1.20 Crazy Beaches 1.45 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.10 
Animal Practice 2.30 Meghan Trainor: 

The Hot Desk 2.40 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

12.55 Film: Carry On Screaming (1966) 

2.55 A Touch of Frost 5.00 Film: 
Columbo: Now You See Him (1976) 6.55 
Doc Martin 8.00 Midsomer Murders 
10.00 Foyle’s War 12.05 A Touch of Frost 
2.00 On the Buses 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

I. 40 Storage Wars: New York 2.45 Film: 
The Secret War of Harry Frigg (1967) 

5.00 The Car Chasers 6.00 Fifth Gear 
7.00 Storage Wars: Texas 8.00 River 
Monsters 9.00 Film: Texas Killing Fields 
(2011) 11.10 Film: We Were Soldiers 
(2002) 1.55 The Big Fish Off 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Couples Come Dine with Me 2.00 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.30 The Goldbergs 
3.30 Film: Astro Boy (2009)5.15 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 5.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: The Simpsons Movie 
(2007) 9.50 Gogglebox 12.00 The 
Inbetweeners 1.00 The IT Crowd 2.00 
First Dates 3.00 Rules of Engagement 
Film4 

II. 00 The Three Stooges (2012) 1.00 
Rat Race (2001) 3.10 The Cat Returns 
(2002) 4.45 The Rocketeer (1991) 6.55 
One Day (2011) 9.00 Immortals (2011) 
11.10 Stoker (2013) 1.10 The Girl Who 
Kicked the Hornets’ Nest (2010) 


SUPER 

savers 


Lower tyre prices 


at 



LOW PRICES FAST FITTING 


We don’t just do tyres 

^ BRAKES ' ALIGNMENT 
' EXHAUSTS ' BATTERIES 

FREE TEA, COFFEE & WiFi WHILE YOU WAIT 



www.tyrecity.co.uk 



WE ARE OPEN 

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm 
Sat 8am-5pm 


10121 5595093 

45 Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LS 



‘Terms and Conditions apply 
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SUNDAY’S TV DECEMBER 6 


CHOICE 



Declan Donnelly 


I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 

(ITV, 9pm) 

Ant and Dec present the final of 
the 15th series, as the last 
famous faces left in the camp 
face the last challenges in the 
Australian jungle. Viewers’ votes 
will decide who has been this 
year’s favourite contestant, and 
when the results are in, this 
year’s king or queen of the 
jungle will be crowned, before 
the last handful of contestants 
return home. The presenters 
will be catching up with the 
contestants later in the week for 
a special follow-up show as they 
return to normal life after the 
hardships of the Bush. Last in 
the series. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Fern Britton Meets Linford Christie. 

11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Escape to the Country. 

I. 45 FA Cup Final Score. 4.15 Songs of 

Praise. 4.50 The Hunt. (R) 5.50 BBC 

News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison and Joe 
Crowley take a tour of some of 
Scotland’s most remote scenic 
areas, visiting Britain’s highest 
road, which runs 2,000 feet above 
sea level, meeting a couple who 
have made a new life as crofters, 
and discovering a fish that could 
solve all the salmon industry’s 
problems. Plus, Tom Heap reports 
on the rising number of traffic 
accidents on rural roads and Adam 
Henson examines how straw may 
be the key to the UK’s future 
energy production. Including 
Weather For The Week Ahead. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman reveal the results of 
last night’s musicals themed 
episode and another couple is 
eliminated. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from the 
Queen’s private residence at 
Balmoral, where items brought in 
to be valued include a ceramic pot 
made by Pablo Picasso. 

9.00 The Hunt. How predators hunt in 
coastal waters, where everything 
is in constant motion and 
opportunities have to be taken 
quickly. Featuring dolphins, 
octopuses and fishing wolves. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 

Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action between 
Newcastle United and Liverpool at 
St James’ Park, as the Magpies 
looked for a win to move them up 
the table. 

II. 20 Citizen Khan. Amjad’s mother 

threatens to solve her son and 
Shazia’s housing problems by 
taking them with her to live in 
Bradford, while Mr Khan becomes 
convinced his grandson is 
psychic. (R) 

11.50The Graham Norton Show. (R) 

12.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.40 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

7.00 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 8.00 
Countryfile. (R) 9.00 An Island Parish: 
Falklands. (R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.00 Len and Ainsley’s Big 
Food Adventure. (R) 11.45 Terry and 
Mason’s Great Food Trip. (R) 12.15 
MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. Coverage of the opening 
session of the final from York. 

6.00 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Action from the 
weekend’s second-round matches, 
as the remaining sides from 
League One, League Two and non¬ 
league football looked to make it to 
round three and potentially 
lucrative games against Premier 
League or Championship 
opposition. Standout ties in this 
round included Hartlepool United’s 
trip to Salford City - part-owned 
by former Manchester United stars 
Gary and Phil Neville, Paul 
Scholes, Ryan Giggs and Nicky 
Butt. Elsewhere, 2008 winners 
Portsmouth met Accrington 
Stanley, and Rochdale played Bury 
in an all-League-One affair. 

7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
Hazel Irvine presents coverage of 
the concluding session of the final 
from the Barbican Centre in York, 
as the tournament widely regarded 
as the second-most prestigious on 
the calendar comes to an end. 
Ronnie O’Sullivan won the title last 
year but is not taking part this time 
around, having been advised by 
doctors not to compete on the 
professional tour until the 
debilitating insomnia he has been 
suffering from improves. With a 
commentary team including 
Dennis Taylor, Stephen Hendry 
and Steve Davis. Subsequent 
programmes are subject to 
change. 

11.00 Film: Brooklyn’s Finest. (2009) 
Three Brooklyn police officers face 
contrasting personal dilemmas as 
their careers converge at a single 
moment. Crime thriller, starring 
Richard Gere. 

1.05 Sign Zone: Countryfile. Artist Matt 
Sewell shows Ellie Harrison how he 
captures the character of birds, and John 
Craven visits a seed bank in Shropshire 
that is trying to preserve endangered 
trees. (R) 2.00 Holby City. Arthur and 
Morven struggle to rekindle their 
friendship after clashing over patient 
care, while Dorn is distracted by a patient 
that he has fallen for. (R) 3.00 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Matt Hatter Chronicles. 8.00 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. 8.30 Fish Hooks. 

8.45 Fish Hooks. 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.30 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.35 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.45 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.50 The Chase. (R) 2.55 The 
X Factor. (R) 4.30 Film: The Mummy: 
Tomb of the Dragon Emperor. (2008) 
Fantasy adventure sequel, starring 
Brendan Fraser. 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Jekyll and Hyde. Part one of two. 
Robert struggles to control his 
transformations, and joins forces 
with a vigilante to investigate a 
series of strange killings in 
exchange for Ravi’s freedom. 

8.00 The X Factor. Caroline Flack and 
Oily Murs present the results of 
the weekend’s viewers’ vote, 
deciding which acts will be 
eliminated and who will be 
performing in next week’s final. 
9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present the 
final of the 15th series, as the last 
famous faces left in the camp face 
the last challenges in the 
Australian jungle. Viewers’ votes 
will decide who has been this 
year’s favourite contestant, and 
when the results are in, this year’s 
king or queen of the jungle will be 
crowned, before the last handful of 
contestants return home. The 
presenters will be catching up with 
the contestants later in the week 
for a special follow-up show as 
they return to normal life after the 
hardships of the Bush. Last in the 
series 

10.35 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the latest round of fixtures in 
England’s top flight, including 
Worcester Warriors v Leicester 
Tigers, Harlequins v London Irish 
and Wasps v Exeter Chiefs. 

11.50 Off Their Rockers. The hidden- 
camera show continues. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247.3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 
Challenge Mallorca. 7.05 World 
Superbike Review of the Year. 7.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.45 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.10 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 1.40 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.10 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.35 The 
Simpsons. (R) 3.05 The Simpsons. (R) 
3.35 Film: Journey to the Center of the 
Earth. (2008) Fantasy adventure, starring 
Brendan Fraser. 5.25 Film: The Jungle 
Book. (1967) Premiere. A boy raised by 
animals finds his life threatened when a 
tiger returns to his jungle home. Disney 
animated adventure, with the voices of 
Phil Harris and George Sanders. 

7.00 Channel 4 News. 

7.30 World’s Weirdest Homes. Charlie 
Luxton presents a guide to 20 of 
the most unusual residences ever 
built, before revealing what he 
considers the weirdest house on 
Earth. Residences featured include 
a skip that provides living space 
for an artist, a rotating house, a 
plane in the middle of a forest, a 
converted nuclear missile silo, a 
perfect replica of the family home 
from The Munsters, a 
summerhouse by a frequently 
flooding river and an apartment 
block that looks like a giant snake. 
9.00 Homeland. The CIA agents put 
their plans into action, but the 
German foreign intelligence 
agency BND also has an operation 
of their own that is about to be 
completed. Thriller following a 
team of CIA agents, starring Claire 
Danes. 

10.05 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.05 Film: The Five-Year Engagement. 
(2012) A couple decide to get 
married, but unexpected changes 
in their lives keep them from 
making it to the altar. Romantic 
comedy, starring Jason Segel, 
Emily Blunt and Rhys Ifans. 

1.15 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. This 
Morning hosts Phillip Schofield and 
Holly Willoughby join the comedian for 
his entertainment chat show, packed 
with sketches, topical discussion and 
audience participation. (R) 2.10 
Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. (R) 

3.00 Four in a Bed. (R) 5.05 Location, 
Location, Location. House-hunting in 
Liverpool. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.30 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.40 
Zack and Quack. (R) 6.50 Make Way for 
Noddy. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.20 
Little Princess. (R) 7.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 
7.50 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 

(R) 8.15 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 8.30 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.45 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 8.55 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.10 LazyTown. (R) 9.40 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.15 
Football League Tonight. (R) 11.40 The 
Gadget Show. (R) 12.45 Film: Christmas 
Mix. (2014) Premiere. Romantic comedy, 
starring Haylie Duff. 2.30 Film: Call Me 
Claus. (2001) Christmas family drama, 
starring Whoopi Goldberg. 4.20 Film: 
Santa Who? (2000) Santa Claus crashes 
his sleigh and loses his memory. A 
youngster tries to help him beat the 
amnesia in time for Christmas. Family 
comedy, starring Leslie Nielsen. 

6.10 Film: Bruce Almighty. (2003) God 
tires of a down-on-his-luck 
reporter’s constant complaining, 
so passes on His powers to give 
him a taste of ultimate 
responsibility. The newsman falls 
in love with his extraordinary 
abilities - but a never-ending 
stream of incoming prayers and 
his ambitious attempt to please 
everyone soon prove there is more 
to the job than meets the eye. 
Comedy, starring Jim Carrey, 
Jennifer Aniston and Morgan 
Freeman. 

8.10 Film: Bulletproof Monk. (2003) A 
mysterious Tibetan monk is 
entrusted with protecting an 
ancient and mystical scroll. As 
modern-day Nazis seek out the 
relic in a bid to resurrect the Third 
Reich, the monk searches for a 
suitable successor to take over his 
task - and a pickpocket is the 
unlikely choice. Martial arts thriller, 
starring Chow Yun-Fat, Seann 
William Scott, Jaime King, Victoria 
Smurfitand Karel Roden. Edited 
for violence. 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Film: Django Unchained. (2012) 
Premiere. An escaped slave 
becomes a bounty hunter and 
fights to rescue his wife from a 
sadistic plantation owner. Quentin 
Tarantino’s Western, with Jamie 
Foxx and Christoph Waltz. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Ultimate Police 
Interceptors. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 
4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.45 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Russell Howard’s Good News 9.30 
Film: 8 Mile (2002) 11.15 Family Guy 
12.00 American Dad! 12.25 Family Guy 
12.45 Josh 1.15 People Just Do Nothing 
3.15 Josh 3.45 Sunny D 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Concerto at the BBC Proms 7.25 
Film: Pina: Legend of Dance (2011) 9.00 
The Golden Age of Steam Railways 10.00 
Film: Easy Money (2010) 12.00 Britain’s 
Natural World: The Unnatural History of 
London 1.00 Britain’s Deadliest Rail 
Disaster: Quintinshill 2.00 Horizon: Are 
We Alone in the Universe? 2.50 Natural 
World: Polar Bears and Grizzlies - Bears 
on Top of the World 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 The X Factor 12.35 I’m a Celebrity 
Get Me Out of Here! 1.35 You’ve Been 
Framed Christmas! 2.35 Elf: Buddy’s 
Musical Christmas 3.35 Film: The Polar 
Express (2004) 5.35 I’m a Celebrity Get 
Me Out of Here! 6.40 Film: Back to the 
Future Part III (1990) 9.00 The Xtra 
Factor 10.00 You’ve Been Framed At 
Christmas! 10.35 I’m a Celebrity Get Me 
Out of Here Now! 11.35 Plebs 12.35 
Film: The Faculty (1998) 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.50 Film: Columbo: Now You See Him 
(1976) 2.50 Rosemary & Thyme 3.50 
Wycliffe 4.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
7.00 Sunday Night at the Palladium 8.00 
Lewis 10.00 Film: The Constant 
Gardener (2005) 12.30 Film: Till Death 
Us Do Part (1969) 2.25 Wycliffe 3.20 
ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

11.35 Shed and Buried 1.35 Pawn Stars 
3.25 Film: The ’Burbs (1989) 5.30 Film: 
Blues Brothers 2000 (1998) 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: Kull 
the Conqueror (1997) 11.05 Film: 
Daylight (1996) 1.20 Ray Mears’ Close 
Encounters 2.15 Ax Men 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

12.35 Film: City of Ember (2008) 2.25 
Couples Come Dine with Me 4.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Rush Hour 3 
(2007) 10.45 The Inbetweeners 11.50 
The IT Crowd 12.55 Film: The Sitter 
(2011) 2.30 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

1.00 Kiki’s Delivery Service (1989) 3.10 
Porridge (1979) 5.00 The Dark Crystal 
(1982) 6.50 The Three Musketeers 
(2011)9.00 71 (2014) 10.55 An Officer 
and a Gentleman (1982) 1.25 Summer in 
February (2013) 3.50 Close 





CHRISTMAS TREES AVAILABLE NOW: 


Lovely non-shedding Nordmann fir - 
all sizes on blocks and 3-4 ft rooted 
Traditional Norway Spruce up to 1 5 ft on blocks or rooted 
Blue Spruce 3-4 & 6-7 ft root balled 
Can be delivered for a small fee if required 


WE ARE JUST STARTING TO MAKE ON SITE: 

* Holly Balls * Wreaths * Door Rings * Oasis Pans 
Call in now and order yours, or phone/email, 
any design and colour co-ordinated, if required 
Yew Tree Lane (off Powke Lane) Blackheath 
Phone: 0121 559 1495 


OPENING TIMES 7 DAYS A WEEK 9 - 5.15 


uue io oeing open / aays - uiosea l - z ror mnen 
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
www.cypressnursery.net info@cypressnursery.net 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Free Quotes. All Written Quotes Beat en!! 

01384 834197 
07927 014217 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 

fin 

For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 




Gardening Services & Shed 
Re-felts Also Undertaken. 


Oak Wood 01597 
T ODORS 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 




Norwegian log cabins situated at lOOOft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with red kites 
soaring overhead. Stunning location and excellent touring 
centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 23 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Lucky Christmas, Channel 5,3.45pm 

A single mother struggling to make ends meet thinks 
her problems are solved when she wins the lottery, 
only to lose the ticket before she can claim the money. 
A greedy construction worker offers to help her get it 
back in exchange for a share of the winnings, only to 
fall for her while they search for it. Romantic drama, 
with Elizabeth Berkley. (2011) 

TUESDAY 

A Bride for Christmas, Channel 5,3.45pm 

A woman swears off serious relationships after 
breaking off her third failed engagement, only to run 
into a man who seems perfect for her a month before 
Christmas. However, she does not realise he has 
made a bet with his friends that he can persuade a 
woman to marry him before the holiday begins. 
Romantic drama, with Arielle Kebbel. (2012) 



WEDNESDAY 

Holiday Help, Channel 5,3.50pm 

A single mother is broke and desperate to get a job 
so she make her daughter’s Christmas a happy one. 
With the help of an angel, she gets a position at a 
department store and meets the love of her life. 

Festive romantic drama, starring Alicia Witt. (2014) 

THURSDAY 

The Christmas Shepherd, Channel 5,3.45pm 

A widow is devastated when the German shepherd 
that is her only companion runs away. The dog ends 
up at an animal sanctuary, and is adopted by the 
kindly owner and his daughter. When the original 
owner finally tracks it down, she faces a hard choice 
between remaining alone and separating the animal 
from its newfound happiness. Drama, starring Teri 
Polo and Jordyn Ashley Olson. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

300,1TV, 10.40pm 

Leonidas, fearless king of Sparta, leads 300 of his 
finest warriors into battle against the invading armies 
of the ruler of the Persian empire. As the outnumbered 
Spartans fight for their country, his queen, Gorgo, tries 
to rally support for her husband at home. Fantasy 
action adventure ,, fti silng Gerard Butler. (20 06) _ 


Will Variety prove to 
be the spice of life? 


I t’s been going since 1912, and 
even its name harks back to an 
earlier age of entertainment, but 
never let it be said that the Royal 
Variety Performance doesn’t move 
with the times. 

This year, the show boasts its 
youngest ever host, comedian Jack 
Whitehall, who at 27 is no one’s idea 
of a grizzled showbiz veteran. 

However, that doesn’t mean he 
doesn’t have the experience to helm 
such an occasion - he’s become 
something of a Royal Variety regular. 

He says: “Having been lucky 
enough to perform for Prince Charles 
and Prince William in previous years, I 
look forward to the opportunity of 
sailing a little too close to the wind in 
the presence of Prince Harry this time 
round.” 

He added: “It’s my third time on the 
show and I still am yet to perform in 
front of The Queen, she must be 
really desperate not to see my act.” 

In addition to amusing the royals, 
Whitehall has also co-written and 
starred in the sitcom Bad Education, 
which follows teacher Alfie Wickers. 


However, tonight, the comedian’s own 
ability to keep excitable teenagers in 
check may be put to the test, as 
there’s at least one act on the bill who 
should get the younger audience 
members screaming. 

They may have recently announced 
their plans to take an extended break, 
but all-conquering boy band One 
Direction are still taking to the stage at 
the Royal Variety Performance, and 
they’ll be joined by their fellow X 
Factor graduates Little Mix. 

But while there’s definitely a youthful 
element to tonight’s proceedings, 
older viewers needn’t worry that the 
organisers have instituted a Logan’s 
Run-style policy of only booking the 
under-thirties. As ever, the show offers 
something for everyone. 

If the members of One Direction 
and Little Mix want advice on how to 
make sure they are still being invited 
back to the Royal Variety Performance 
in 30 years time, they could always 
ask Elton John, who is also on the bill. 

Speaking of music survivors, there’s 
also a rare appearance from Jeff 
Lynne’s ELO. Other music stars 


include pop princess and honorary 
national treasure Kylie Minogue, 
alongside Ricky Martin, the Corrs, The 
Killers frontman Brandon Flowers, 

Josh Groban and American country 
singer Kacey Musgraves. 

If you prefer your songs with added 
jazz hands, there’ll also be show 
tunes from the cast of Disney and 
Cameron Mackintosh’s multi-award 
winning musical Mary Poppins, and 
British soul sensation Beverly Knight 
performs a number from the record- 
breaking musical Cats. 

There’s comedy from Chris Ramsey, 
Romesh Ranganathan and Matt 
Forde, who provides a political round¬ 
up of the year (although given that the 
show was actually recorded on 
November 13, there may be some 
recent events missing). 

Cirque Du Soleil provide an 
spectacular acrobatic act, the cast of 
Olivier Award 2015 winners The Play 
That Goes Wrong will be hoping 
everything goes right, and, in what is 
becoming a new Royal Variety 
tradition, there’s also an appearance 
by this year’s Britain’s Got Talent 
victors, Jules, Matisse and Friends. 



The Royal Variety Performance 2015, Tuesday, ITV, 7.30pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Las Vegas with Trevor McDonald 
ITV, 9pm 

According to the popular slogan ewhat Happens in 
Vegas, stays in Vegas’. That might work for tourists 
who are visiting for a wild weekend, but what about 
the people who actually live and work there? Trevor 
McDonald is about to find out as he looks beyond 
the casinos and bright lights to learn the truth about 
life in eSin City’. Among the people he meets is a 
former high-class call girl, who at the height of her 
career was earning $2million a year, and now runs 
a safe house for prostitutes who are trying to 
escape the clutches of violent pimps. Meanwhile 
bail bondsman Jon talks about his dangerous line 
of work, and the temptations of all those casino. 
Trevor also meets one of the city’s most famous 
residents, former World Heavyweight Champion 
Mike Tyson, who discusses his experiences of 
winning and losing big, and reveals why he’s now 
unlikely to be found on the city’s famous Strip. 

TUESDAY 

8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown Christmas 
Special 

Channel 4,9pm 

Jimmy Carr hosts a festive edition of the comedy 
panel show’s version of the popular and long- 


running words-and-numbers quiz. Regular team 
captains Sean Lock and Jon Richardson are joined 
by guests Johnny Vegas and Katherine Ryan to 
provide more comic innuendos, festive surprises 
and laughs aplenty. Countdown’s resident 
lexicographer Susie Dent takes her usual place in 
Dictionary Corner with David O’Doherty, while 
mathematics whizz Rachel Riley is on hand 
to provide the letters and numbers. 

WEDNESDAY 
Prey 
ITV, 9pm 

Last year, this crime drama debuted 
with an engrossing story starring 
John Simm as a detective on the 
run after being framed for his 
wife’s murder. Now it’s his Life On 
Mars co-star Philip Glenister who 
takes the lead, playing prison 
officer David Murdoch. While 
escorting a female prisoner to 
hospital, his life spirals out of 
control. David receives a 
mysterious phone call in which 
the life of his heavily pregnant 
daughter is threatened, and must find 
a way to protect her - even if it 


means putting his own existence in jeopardy. 
Meanwhile, DS Susan Reinhardt is charged with 
finding him - and working out why David is acting 
so out of character. Rosie Cavaliero, Sammy 
Winward and MyAnna Buring co-star. 

THURSDAY 
BBC Music Awards 
BBC1, 8pm 

Chris Evans and Fearne 
Cotton host the second 
BBC Music Awards, live 
from Birmingham’s Genting 
Arena, celebrating a year 
of musical 
achievement. 
Performers include 
One Direction, Ellie 
Goulding, Jess 
Glynne, Little Mix, 
Hozier, Mumford & 
Sons and Omi. 
Artist-producer Jack 
Garratt is crowned BBC 
Introducing Artist of the Year and 
throughout the evening, four other 
awards will be 
presented. 


FRIDAY 
Citizen Khan 
BBC1,8.30pm 

Mr Khan enters the Great Sparkhill Bake Off, intent 
on scooping top honours with his version of the 
lemon drizzle inside-out cake. Meanwhile, storm 
clouds gather on the domestic front as Mrs Khan 
worries that Alia’s new boyfriend sounds too rough 
and needs a good talking to - roping her husband 
and son-in-law Amjad in to do her bidding. She also 
makes a discovery that forces Mr Khan to quiz Alia 
about every father’s worst nightmare. 

Piers Morgan’s Life Stories 
ITV, 9pm 

Timothy West joins the host to look back on a five- 
decade career as one of Britain’s best-loved actors. 
The former EastEnders star speaks candidly about 
his 52-year marriage to Fawlty Towers actress 
Prunella Scales, and the impact of her battle with 
dementia on their lives. He also reveals the trauma 
of his first wife’s mental health problems, and how he 
finally made peace with his daughter after several 
years of estrangement. On a lighter note, Timothy 
also reflects on his role at the wedding of Prince 
Charles and Camilla Parker-Bowles, and the time he 
toured the set of Coronation Street - disguised as 
former Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev. 




SEATS AVAILABLE FROM raymondgubbay.co.uk (24hr S /bk g teesa PP i y ) 0844 847 2319 


j ( r RAYMOND GUBBAY presents 


Russia’s acclaimed ballet company returns to the UK 

The Snow Maiden 
Sleeping Beauty 
Swan Lake 


Performed by 

The Russian State Ballet of Siberia 

Accompanied by 

The Orchestra of the Russian State Ballet 


th. 1 


Vv 


20-22 March 

WOLVERHAMPTON GRAND THEATRE 

01902 429212 1 grandtheatre.co.uk 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


£299 


f Over > 

( 10,000 

Vlnstallations J 


Loft Ladders \r 

Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• f : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


Mortgages for 
first time buyers 
NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

A charge must be taken against a family members' property for which additional 
costs will be incurred. 



tipton 

& coseley building society 


Helping dreams 
become reality 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.354 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

K 

2 

U 

3 

w 

V 

5 

X 

R 

7 

C 

8 

Q 

D 

10 

O 

11 

1 

12 

G 

13 

F 

14 

B 

15 

P 

16 

M 

17 

E 

18 

L 

19 

s 

20 

z 

21 

A 

22 

N 

23 

J 

24 

T 

25 

H 

26 

Y 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

3. Guidance provided 
by the board? (9) 

8. Breed that may be 
rare (4) 

9. It had short 
popularity in the 
fashion-world! (4-5) 

10. Emotion shown by 
love in little ways 
( 6 ) 

11. In a way age is 
some protection (5) 

14. They join the 
course (5) 

15. Out of gear! (4) 

16. Kind of support a 
painter may need 
(5) 

18. Puts out a seat and 
has a meal (4) 

20. What could be finer 
to imply? (5) 

21. Noted thing to 
climb (5) 

24. More than a capital 
district (6) 

25. Diagrammatic form 
of catechism (9) 

26. A whole chapter 
may be devoted to 
him (4) 

27. Agreed on a fresh 
kind of drink (9) 


Down 

1. Screw-driver (9) 

2. They may click at 
dances (9) 

4. Is first and last a 
goddess(4) 

5. Pick the literary 
section (5) 

6. Dupe to act as an 
usher (4,2) 

7. Involved in a row, 
Rosa is upset (4) 

9. Small creature with 
nothing to think 
about (5) 

11. Set sail on Eastern 
passage (5) 

12. Presumably he 
looks forward to 
getting on the 
board (4-5) 

13. The object wasn’t 
far from causing an 
accident (4,5) 

17. Flower I ring up 
about (5) 

19. Hide or show (6) 

22. Set out for a 
holiday (5) 

23. Not a sign of a fatal 
wound! (4) 

24. This piper has a 
youthful following 
(4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 


3. Theorise (9) 

1. Odious (9) 

8. Leave out (4) 

2. Narrow-minded (9) 

9. Burial (9) 

4. Writes (4) 

10. Steps (6) 

5. Unobstructed (5) 

11. Drift (5) 

6. Dirge (6) 

14. Mar (5) 

7. Melody (4) 

15. Period (4) 

9. Pastoral poem (5) 

16. Indiscretion (5) 

11. Come to point (5) 

18. Repair (4) 

12. Camouflaged (9) 

20. Scoundrel (5) 

13. Cleansing (9) 

21. Postpone (5) 

17. Mistake (5) 

24. Impressive (6) 

19. Go away (6) 

25. Digger (9) 

22. Decree (5) 

26. Incline (4) 

23. Spindle (4) 

27. Assuredness (9) 

24. Humour (4) 
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8 



5 
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8 
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6 
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9 
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7 
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1 


3 



7 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Dock; 3 Remember; 8 
Cole; 9 Speaking; 11 Baby-carriage; 13 Lan- 
dor; 14 Strain; 17 Call for order; 20 Adroitly; 
21 Stop; 22 Treasure; 23 Arid. Down: 1 
Duckbill; 2 Caliban; 4 Export; 5 Emaciation; 

6 Being; 7 Rags; 10 School ties; 12 Intrepid; 
15 Auditor; 16 Bowler; 18 Agree; 19 Part. 
QUICK - Across: 1 Cede; 3 Precious; 8 Ness; 
9 Spinster; 11 Exasperation; 13 Spread; 14 
Starve; 17 Indisputable; 20 Combined; 21 
Tell; 22 Endanger; 23 Type. Down: 1 Con¬ 
verse; 2 Despair; 4 Report; 5 Constitute; 6 
Outdo; 7 Sure; 10 Apparition; 12 Reveille; 15 
Robbery; 16 Sphere; 18 Nomad; 19 Acme. 


The flag of which American state bears 
the legend ‘December 7, 1787’? 

In which year did Jamaica become 
independent? 

What was the middle name of inventor 
Thomas Edison? 

What does the French expression ‘hors 
de combat’ mean? 

Which country did Margaret, Maid of 
Norway, rule between 1286 and 1290? 


6. Who was the first Democrat American 
president? 

7. In the Bible, who was the wife of Ahab? 

8. What nationality is author Ngugi wa 
Thiong’o? 

9. Which bird’s Latin name is Passer 
domesticus? 

10. In which year of the 1970s was the Suez 
Canal reopened? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 A variety of fennel; 2 Hamilton; 

3 International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development; 4 Sewing machine; 

5 Danzig; 6 Dutch (koolsla); 7 A vent in or 
near a volcano; 8 Walter Gropius; 9 1975; 

10 Toronto. 

Niner: CONJUGATE 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

57828 gives cloth, 

32192 gives more cloth, 

64552 gives silk net. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Thinking space 


Express & Star 


cv 



= 


online 


job 

V, 

Xr 

search 


1 

^ A 






advice 


DO YO U NEED H E L P 
T O _C L IJM B TH aT"W 
C A R E E R LADDER? I 


REGISTER YOUR CV AND FIND YOUR PERFECT JOB 


REGISTER YOUR CV TODAY 


J0BS.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER@RECRUITMENTSTAR 



MNA Media 







































































































































_PROPERTY 

Refurbished Victorian 
semi in riverside town 



THIS refurbished Victorian 
semi-detached town house 
in Severn Road, Stour- 
port-On-Severn is for sale 
through Phipps & Pritchard 
with McCartneys at £175,000 
with no chain. 

It has an impressive lounge with a 
rustic brick fireplace, a staircase to the 
first floor and a second staircase to a 
cellar conversion. There is a re-fitted 
kitchen with larder fridge and utility/ 
cloakroom. There are two first floor 
bedrooms and re-fitted bathroom, a 
second floor master bedroom. Contact 
Phipps & Pritchard 01299 822060 or 
see www.phippsandpritchard.co.uk 



Stunning executive home 
with a refitted kitchen 



THIS stunning executive 
four-bedroomed detached 
property in Addenbrook Way, 
Tipton comes with a contem¬ 
porary refitted kitchen. 

It is for sale through Connells at 
£269,950. 

It has a reception hallway with stairs 
off, a guest WC, a sitting rom with a 
bay window, a lounge with a feature 
marble fireplace with an inset living 
flame gas fire. The conservatory has 
wood-effect flooring and the refitted 
kitchen has a splash-back tiling, ceiling 
spot lights and an under stairs storage 
cupboard. The dining room completes 
the ground floor. Upstairs bedroom one 
has fitted wardrobes and an en-suite 
shower room, three further bedrooms 
with wardrobes, a bathroom and a rear 
garden with a shed and summer house 
and a driveway providing off-road park¬ 
ing. Contact Connells on 0121 5562338 
or visit www.connells.co.uk website. 



Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Church Road£750 pcm+Fees 

Detached House in popular residential location with shops, 
schools and amenities within easy reach. Briefly comprises 
of: Entrance hallway, lounge, study/bedroom 5, kitchen, 
downstairs shower room,4 good size bedrooms, house] 
bathroom with separate wc, driveway for 3 cars, rear garden, 
gas centranieatin^n^oubl^lazin^PCJBa 




ROWLEY REGIS, Powke Lane£675 pcm+Fees 

A mid three storey ex show home townhouse situated close to 
local shops and transport links. Featuring gas central heating, 
downstairs w.c., fitted kitchen, living room, 3 bedrooms, 
master bedroom with en suite shower room and dressing 
area with some fitted furniture, house bathroom, front & rear 
gardens, garage, parking space. EPC: TBC 



QUARRY BANK, Wychbury Road£650 pcm+Fees 
This lovely semi detached house has been recently 
refurbished to a high standard & comprises of hall, extended 
lounge & kitchen, dining room, 3 bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower, tandem garage, front and rear gardens, central 
heating and double glazing. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Sanderson Place£650 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Hayley Green. This superb luxury ground 
floor apartment offers spacious accommodation including 
open plan lounge/kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, master with 
en-suite, a further well appointed bathroom with shower, gas 
central heatin^oubl^lazin^n^llocate^artdn^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Waugh Drive£650 pcm+Fees 

A spacious and immaculate ground floor apartment situated in this 
convenient location close to Halesowen town centre, Clent Hills and 
transport links. Comprising of private entrance, hallway, spacious 
living room, 2 good size bedrooms, fully fitted kitchen with integrated 
appliances and bathroom. The property further benefits from having well 
kept communa^round^arag^n^arkin^hoi^em^^PC^ 


FIALESOWEN, Hunnignton Crescent£625 pcm+Fees 
Recently redecorated and carpeted. This huge 3 bedroom town 
house has had a full redecoration, carpets and boiler. This house 
will not stay around for long as its so close to Halesowen Town 
Centre. Featuring 3 bedrooms, a large lounge with stunning 
views, bathroom with shower, driveway and garage parking, 
downstan^v^malMOTMTTaintenanc^ai^ai^e^PC^^ 




CRADLEY HEATH, Wallace Rise£575 pcm+Fees 
A beautifully refurbished 3 bedroom end terraced house. This 
lovely home is situated on the Timbertree Estate and ideal for 
local schools and bus links. The house features 2 large & 1 
single bedrooms, front reception room, brand new kitchen/ 
dining area, new bathroom with shower, good size private 
rearjiarden^iygac^tarkinc^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Colley Lane £575 pcm+Fees 

A superb location close to Merry Hill & Cradley Heath train 
station is this 2 bedroom semi-detached house comprising 
of: Hallway, lounge, refitted breakfast/kitchen with oven/hob, 
upstairs bathroom with shower, 2 bedrooms & a further 
carpeted loft room, rear patio with astro turf & roller shutter 
doort^arkin^maja^entranieatin^PC^ 


KIDDERMINSTER, Longfellow Green£575 pcm+Fees 
TO UNDER GO A FULL REDECORATION BEFORE THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF A NEW TENANCY. Situated in a cul de 
sac location and not far from Kidderminster Town Centre and 
the local train station. Featuring 3 bedrooms, kitchen diner, 
lounge, family bathroom with shower over bath, front and 
rear aar^er^a^entmnieatedJull^oubl^laze^PC^^ 



HALESOWEN, Cherry Street£575 pcm+Fees 

A well presented modern build property within walking distance 
to the Town Centre. This unfurnished mid terrace house features: 
living room, dining kitchen, 2 bedrooms, house bathroom with 
shower, rear garden, gas central heating, double glazing and rear 
parking. This property is ideally located for Newfield Park Primary, 
Halesower^oNegeJ/Vindsoi^n^arMtigl^choo^PC^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Beecher Road£525 pcm+Fees 

1st MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE! An unfurnished semi 
detached house, close to local shops and transport links to 
Halesowen, Stourbridge and Birmingham, briefly comprising 
of: 2 bedrooms, lounge, fitted breakfast kitchen, double 
glazing, gas central heating, bathroom with shower, front and 
rear aarden^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Luanne Close£500 pcm+Fees 
Wonderfully presented and with its own balcony. A 1st floor 
modern apartment, ideally located for Old Hill train station 
and local shops. Featuring 1 double bedroom and 1 single 
bedroom, modern kitchen with washer/dryer, lovely lounge 
with access to your own private balcony, house bathroom 
with showei^llocate^arkin^PC^^^^^^^^^ 




HALESOWEN, Hammersley Close£500 pcm+Fees 
Located in the very guiet cul-de-sac, close to local buses 
to Halesowen, Cradley Heath and Merry Hill, also close to 
Cradley Heath Train Station, is this unfurnished mid terrace 
house, comprising of: gas central heating, fitted kitchen, 
living room, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, rear garden, 
drivewa^arkinc^PC^ 


QUINTON, College Road £475 pcm+Fees 

Large flat available above a shop close to direct bus links to 
Birmingham comprising of lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/ 
hob, 2 large double bedrooms plus extra study/storage room, 
white bathroom with shower, electric heating. Available Now. 
EPC: G 


HALESOWEN, Stour Court £475 pcm+Fees 

A great opportunity to rent this spacious and well 
proportioned ground floor apartment in a popular location. 
Large & airy living room, fully fitted kitchen with appliances, 2 
double bedrooms, white bathroom suite with shower. Outside 
there is allocated parking and communal gardens. EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Apperley Way£425 pcm+Fees 

" able on a well sought after estate is this unfurnished 1st 
floor apartment which is well presented throughout, within 
walking distance to Cradley Heath train station, featuring a 
modern fitted kitchen, light and airy lounge, bathroom with 
shower. ^oubl^edroon^ommunaMi^in^re^PC^^ 


NETHERTON, St Georges Road£425 pcm+Fees 

Beautiful refurbishment in a quiet location. This 1st floor 
apartment has undergone a complete refurbishment. Features 
electric storage heating, living room, brand new kitchen, 1 
very large double bedroom, brand new house bathroom with 
shower, rear garden, parking space. Viewing recommended to 
appreciate ttii^Ticel^jrogortionecHla^PCj^^^^^^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Elbow Street£425 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished ground floor apartment on a popular 
development, close to Old Hill High Street and the local train 
station. The property features; living room, fitted kitchen, 1 
double bedroom, bathroom with shower. Benefits include 
electric storag^ieatin^llocate^arkin^gac^PC^^ M 



OLDBURY, Causeway Green Road£425 pcm+Fees 
This large, split level flat above shops, within walking distance 
to bus links and close to J2 of the M5, briefly comprising 
of: gas central heating, spacious living room, fitted kitchen, 
2 double bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking to rear, 
unfurnished. EPC: E 


' .</ a ■ 

cm 


H 


HALESOWEN, Mount Street£395 pcm+Fees 

Centrally located and within walking distance to Halesowen 
town centre is this spacious 1st floor flat features: 1 double 
bedroom, fitted kitchen, spacious lounge, bathroom with 
shower over bath, gas central heating, double glazing, on 
raM^ddngjnfurnishe^PC^^ 



LYE, High Street £330 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Lye at Lye Cross. This 2nd floor 
flat above shops features a large lounge, kitchen, 1 
double bedroom, bathroom with shower, and is available 

immediatel^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 





































































































































































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, December 3, 2015 


26 


Scnven Co# 01914994011 

Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents v I L I ILL Tv 11 


Scriven &. Co. 


Established 1937 


Oldbury 


| LARGE SEMI DETACHED 



Wolverhampton Road 

A fantastic opportunity to acquire a large semi-detached house offering spacious 
accommodation. The property is in need of some general improvement and modernisation. 
NO UPWARD CHAIN 

Porch, large welcoming reception hall, kitchen, utility, downstairs wc, living room, dining room, 
three bedrooms, bathroom, separate wc, side garage, garden, double glazing where specified, 
gas boiler heating radiators. EPC= TBC 

Offers in the region of £214,950 


Halesowen 



Royal Oak Road 

A traditional style semi detached house tastefully decorated and improved to a good 
specification spacious well presented family accommodation in popular residential locality. 
Porch, reception hall, dining room, lounge, fitted kitchen with oven hob and dishwasher, 
conservatory, store room, downstairs wc/shower room, utility, landing, three good sized 
bedrooms, well appointed bathroom, extensive lovely gardens, gas boiler heating radiators, 
double glazed windows as specified. EPC = D 

Offers in the region of £264,950 



Oldbury 



Warwick Close 

End terraced house 

* Living room 

* Kitchen diner 

* Two good sized bedrooms 

* Shower room with separate wc 

* Ideal for first time buyers *EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


Halesowen 



Hamilton Avenue 

* Detached house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Two reception rooms 

* Gas central heating 

* Double glazing to windows as detailed 

* Garage and car port *EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £235,000 


Halesowen 



Oaklands Court 

Spies Lane 

* Second floor flat 

* Living room 

* Two bedrooms 

* Communal parking 

* Communal gardens 
EPC= TBC 

Offers in the region of £119,950 


Halesowen 



Manor Abbey Road 

* Detached house in need of modernisation 

* Full of potential 

* Ideal for DIY enthusiasts/builders 

* Three bedrooms 

* Two reception rooms 

* Garage *EPC=G 

Offers in the region of £249,950 


Rowley Regis 

I I 


Quinton 




Holly Road 

* Ideal for first time buyer/investor 

* Terraced House 

* Two Bedrooms 

* Conservatory 

* Good Sized rear garden 

* No upward Chain *EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £89,950 


College Road 

* Terraced house 

* Much improved and modernised 

* Re-fitted kitchen/breakfast room 

* Three bedrooms 

* First floor re-fitted bathroom 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £139,950 


Quinton 


Oldbury 




Bissell Street 

* End terraced house 

* Re-fitted kitchen 

* Three bedrooms 

* Re-fitted bathroom 

* Garage 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £159,950 


Alexandra Court 

Penncricket Lane 

* Ground floor purpose built flat 

* Two bedrooms, bathroom with shower over 
bath * Lounge with focal point fire 

* Fitted kitchen with oven hob and extractor 

* Allocated parking space * Communal gardens 

* Vacant possession available EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £75,000 


Birmingham 



Clent View Road 

* Mid terraced House 

* Conservatory 

* Three bedrooms 

* Re-fitted shower/wet room 

* Garage in block 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £125,000 


Brierley Hill 


Rowley Regis 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Rowley Regis 



East Street 

* Semi-detached house 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Living room 

* Two bedrooms 

* Off road parking 

* No upward chain 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £132,500 


JfKStmr., 


Darby Street 

* Semi-detached bungalow 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Living room 

* Dining room/potential second bedroom 

* Bedroom 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £139,950 






Ladysmith Road 

* Mid terraced house, ideal first time purchase 

* Tastefully presented 

* Two reception rooms 

* Downstairs bathroom 

* Two bedrooms 

* Gas boiler heating radiators 

* Landscaped garden EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £99,950 


Lusbridge Close 

* Detached house situated in cul-de-sac 

* Kitchen/breakfast room 

* Utility 

* Two reception rooms and conservatory 

* Four bedrooms (one with en-suite) 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £279,950 


The Rosegardens 

* Spacious house planned on three floors 

* Fitted kitchen/breakfast room/fitted cloakroom 

* Lounge leading to conservatory/dining room 

* Principal bedroom with en-suite 

* Two further bedrooms * House bathroom 

* Enclosed gardens, carport and parking space 
EPC=C 

£169,500 


Darby Street 

* Semi-detached bungalow 

* Close to Blackheath town centre 

* Reception hall, lounge, kitchen 

* Bedroom, bedroom 2/dining room, bathroom 

* Pleasant gardens, off road parking, gas boiler 
radiators 

EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £125,000 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Quinton 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


Birmingham 





Lyttleton House 

Blackberry Lane 

* Retirement flat 

* Two bedrooms 

* Shower room 
EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £109,950 


Gower Road 

* Individual Architect Designed Detached House 
in need of general modernisation & 
improvement * Fitted Cloakroom, Reception 
Hall * Living Room Forming Lounge & Dining 
Area * Breakfast Room, Kitchen & Store Room 

* 3 Bedrooms * Large Garaging * Extensive 
Gardens (Side building plot excluded) EPC=E 
Offers in the region of £250,000 


Four Acres 

* Three storey town house 

* Living room and good sized kitchen 

* Three bedrooms 

* Garage 
EPC=D 

Offers in excess of £100,000 


Newbury Close 

* A Tastefully Presented Detached House 

* Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast room * Dining Room 

* Lounge Leading to Conservatory 

* Principal bedroom with en-suite 

* Three further bedrooms 

* House Bathroom * Landscaped Private 
Gardens * Garage EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £290,000 




Gower Road 

* Spacious detached house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Lounge * Dining room 

* Breakfast kitchen & Re-fitted bathroom 

* Utility/WC 

* Delightful garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £259,950 


Stanley Avenue 

* Detached House 

* In need of some general modernisation 

* Full of potential 

* Two reception rooms 

* Three bedrooms 

* Lovely rear garden 
EPC=E 

Offers in the region of £179,950 
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Local Specialists 




METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

/Fee Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

b Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
jar 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pm^ 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 




■AVID ADAMS) 


ARPENTRY | 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows & doors 



30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Cold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Decorating 



MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 
Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


shleu Services 


Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 
FREE QUOTES 
Full liability insurance 

isson: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 


Double Glazing 



Misted Sealed Units? 


Hark (Ernmtnj (Hazing 


Contact US for a IBB quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

£ /I Zh&uim, eJJficcertt uMsuQaouA* A 
® w that wont cobt the, ea/UU S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

m 01384 566100 

(E9 www.blackcountryglazing.com 

!(EN5A 


Plumbing & Heating 


#1 Plumb Serve 

^ Plumbing & Heating SPECIALISTS 


Special Offer Boiler Service £50 


• Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste • Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 

• Full Bathroom, En Suites Installed • Boiler Install, Serviced & Repaired 

• Drainage Unblocked/Repaired • Landlord Safety Checks 

• Radiators Fitted/Removed • Full Central Heating Systems 


24hr call out, Call us on 

07513 094763 W^^www.dbshutters.co.uk 

Card payments accepted ■ j e | : 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378' 


Driveways 


^. INTERLAY 

DRIVEWAYS Lib 

Whether you require a Traditional or a 
Contemporary Driveway 
We Cater for all Budgets 

• Block Paving • Walls & Patios • Tarmac • Landscaping 
• Turfing • All types of Groundwork 
• Cleaning, Sealing and Repairs 

OFFICE: 0121 667 3449 01562 814580 
DIRECT: 07490001616 LOCAL: 0845 626 2449 


WE’LL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE! 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION !■ , 8M 
Mini Digger & P/ Tl 
Driver available m 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cressage-group .co.uk 



Fencing 


M-EfcTFencing 



>9// types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rius decking, 
stabbing & 
block paving 
QUOTI 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing & Gates 



All Garden Work Undertalfen 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■Call Slava on| 

11314 242891 or 97979 300586 


Flooring 


UNEVEN FLOOR? 

FLOORS MADE FLAT AND SMOOTH 

REPAIRS & IMPROVEMENTS TO TIMBER 
AND SOLID FLOORS 
FLOORS PREPARED READY FOR ANY 
FLOOR COVERING! 


FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 


PHONE MARK 
07770 686444 


Garage Doors 


nJ) B GARAGE DOORS 


• Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

• Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 



Electricians 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 


. Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

Free quotations available Over 20 years’ experience 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884/07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk * 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Winter 7 , 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Electrical 


Kin 


nford Limited 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

1 6 Years E 


4 sr +— 01384 278471 


MB()electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: 


0121 3690311 
07939 503905 

mbelectric.co.uk 




ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 

KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Gardening 


ROWAH TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
t Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407622855 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

IQ 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

_ 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

HQ ■ Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 
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Local Specialists 


Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

u& fat <z ?1ZSS <%uote 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 


Plastering 


Nick’s Plastering 
Services 


ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


0121 5594818 07930525677 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all pur refurbishment reeds on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-shimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terming. 


7538718264 





d 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 




■ei: 


ALL SIZES 
AI3E ARE AS 


All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


SCRAP CARS 

removed for FREE 


07920 085774 



Property Maintenance 


If] 



Roofing 


AI I 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Plumbing 


X— H OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Oi.£ All installations and repairs 
V- Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 , 
X www.household-plumbing.co.uk ,/ 


Skip Hire 


ELliTEfP&nCS 


•Fauns *Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 




★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KS 
f SERVICES 

f All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

40121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 


K 


Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 


• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting 

• Cooker Repairs 

•Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

•Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Landlord 
Inspections 

• Family Run 
Business 



FREE QUOTES 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


a 


Accredited 

Installer 

Plumbing, Heating, Gas Fires, 
Fireplaces, Full Bathrooms 

• Service, Repair and Installations 
25 years experience - ex British Gas 
GlowWorm accredited installer 

www.ppsplumbingheating.co.uk 
0121 422 9767 
07810 122846 

Hurst Green, Halesowen 


Plumbing & Heating 


SMALL JOB SPECIALISTS 

• Bathrooms fitted-- • Heating 

* Tiling jj PHfe systems 

•Electrics HP* Boiler repairs 


Tel: 07470 010012 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 





To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 


Callus on... 

01902319590 


I 


E-mail us at... 

mark.moore§expressandstar.co.uk 


£ 


Post to... 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 





Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 
Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some 
free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening 
meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London 
hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 
Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super 
two-day weekend break in the capital. 
There’s a choice of London hotels (hotel 
supplements may apply) and your ticket is for 
a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option 
to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton,returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give 
plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West 
End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on 
the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class 
travel is included with the option to upgrade. 
Plus two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 
Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 























































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


lost & found 


LOST —A grey tom cat ‘Charlie’, in 
the Foxyards area. Wearing blue/ 
silver collar.Chipped. telephone 
07758 260595 

LOST —Black cat, wearing red 
collar which reads I am 
microchipped, from Perton area. 
01902 751953 or 07907 514199. 

LOST —Kimme, black cat, lOyrs, 
very timid, missing from Brad- 
more area. Any info appreciated. 
07939 634708 or 01902 683607. 



MOBILITY SCOOTER R ascal 
Voyager, roadworthy, collection 
only, £450 ono. 07784 315085. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



L Leisure 
Time 



* antique/ * 

COLLECTORS FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT (NEXT TO 
WILKOS). 

FRIDAY 11TH DECEMBER 
8.00AM - 4PM 

07712 597468 

* www.blackcountryfairs.co.uk+ 


ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun 6th 
December (also Bromsgrove eveiy 
Fri) Stall available for the 6th. EST 
1979, Waverley. Next Book Fair 
Sun 20th Dec. 0121 550 4123 


markets 


WEDNESBURY STREET 
MARKET 

r 


NOW OPEN EVERY 
FRIDAY 

I UNION STREET 07889 975 701 




OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 


Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS14SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 



Showroom 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote Stourbridge 

DY8 4BS or call 01384 378252 
OPEN MON-SAT FREE PARKING AT REAR 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 



Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 

TELEPHONE-01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 

‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10.2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local ClassifiedAds 


mind, body & soul 


massage 


^Quofime 

Therapy & Massage Spa 

19, Hereward Rise,Halesowen,B62 8AN 

A unique fusion of 
Swedish, Thai & Japanese massage 
with Aromatherapy & Tai Chi relaxation. 

Call 07525 126700 

See us on www.youtimetherapy.co.uk or 
FacebookYouTime Spa 


TRI STAR AWARD 

4 berth touring caravan, very 
good condition outside, 
spotless inside, lots of extras, 
including as new very large 
awning, 

£1,250 ono. 

07726 497731. 

biamd 

CARAVAN WANTED cash on col¬ 
lection wanted ASAP. Call on 
07717 090817. 


FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Ofc 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Home & 
Services 


SWAROVSKI CRYSTAL early 
limited editions, 1988 upwards. 
Offers from £500. Others available. 
Telephone 01384 894592 . 


HSL JEWEL motor riser recliner 
settee, as new, transport if 
required. £195. 01902 219101. 

TRIPLE THREE DOOR wardrobe + 
2 bedsides, dark mohagany, repro¬ 
duction look. As new, perfect. £l 55. 
01562 747214. Evenings only. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrai nmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE UtDY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


BRITISH COINS AND MEDALS 

wanted by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


RECORDS WANTED 

50’s, 60’s, 70’s, Rock, Punk, 
Rock/ Roll, Jazz / 90’s Indie. 

Collections bought. 

Music Memorabilia, Promo 
Posters, autographs, etc, etc. 

Top prices paid. 
Telephone 07966 252439. 


STUDENT URGENTLY requires 
cooker. Gas or electric. Call 07946 
327732 or 07791 871126. 


right machine. 01902 8 5665. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


GE swinging type rocking horse, 
y good condition, suit up to age 


LARGE S' 

ll'years. £80 ono. 01922 493674. 
07593 276314. 



aerials 


FREEVIEW/TALK TALK/BT VISION 
AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 

££1123 £^© 27^533 

000^0500057 




alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


AB-EInds 

Super 7 

7 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £199 

Call 0800 0347111 
www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



Classified Ids 


V. 


building services 


DAVIES & SON 
BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 



All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Roofing, Driveways & Landscaping. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 

carpet & upholstery" 


^ computer repairs 

DOES YOUR PC HAVE PROB¬ 
LEMS? Free advice, free callout, 
affordable. Open 8am-8pm. Call 
now: PC Aid 0800 234 3468. 



A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / 
i decorators 

MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 


H1L GIRL 
REmOVRLS 




• Free quote 

• Free boxes 

• Free smiles 

• Great prices 
With every removal 

C07802 876876 


I yoi 

Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


V. 


skip hire 
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Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


S.M.K. B19 .177 rifle, 3.9 x 40 
scopes, carry case, as new, £75. 
07817 949211. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BORDER COLLIES 
Nell, 1 year old female collie, tri 
colour, very affectionate but a 
bit shy. 

Rob, 1 year old border collie, tri 
colour, friendly with a really 
lovely nature. 

Penny, 5 year old spayed 
border collie, lovely and 
affectionate gentle girl, needs 
socialising. 

George, 10 month old border 
collie, never been socialised but 
is coming on in leaps and 
bounds, needs understanding 
collie home, very handsome. 
Also others 
01588 676106. 

SPECIAL HOMES WANTED 
LASSIE & TINA two small very 
pretty black and whire border 
collies, aged 6&8, owner died, 
must stay together. 
MOSS 2yrs, long haired very 
pretty border collie, slightly 
overweight. 

TINK 2yr old spayed girl 
whipped cross, mostly white 
affectionate, small girl 
SAPPHIRE lOmonth old 
English Bull Dog, mostly white, 
good with other dogs and chil¬ 
dren, vaccinated, spayed. 
ZIGGY 8yr patterdale boy, used 
to children and dogs, chipped 
TARKA spayed girl 8yrs, used 
to children/dogs, chipped 
01588 676106. 

TILLY 

Two year old lurcher, staffie 
cross mongrel, lovely girl whose 
friendly affectionate and who 
loves everyone, people, chil¬ 
dren and dogs. 


jjurz\ 

SKIPS 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


0-IQ02 'uJO'SJO 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Calf: 
0121 555 6060. 


Playful, travels well, in a foster 
home at the moment. 

01384 241034. 


WILD ACRE RESCUE 
Reg Charity. 

Have the following dogs 
available for re homing, 
Vayda, German Shepherd, 
male, 18 months old. 
Cassie, red/merle Collie, 3yr old 
bitch. Louie, Jack Russell 
cross, 2yr old male. Bobby, 
Collie cross, 6yr old male. 
Cracker, 3 legged Lurcher, 7yr 
old male. Badger, Salukie 
cross, 10 month old male. 
Chenel, red Staffie cross, 14 
month old, female. 

Call Angela 07714 442263. 
Gina 07919 607028. 
Lyndsey 07735 516756. 
Also cats for rehoming. 
Black kittens, 12 weeks old. 
Many other cats available. 
Call Pat 07545 679475 
wildacrerescue.co.uk 
and facebook. 


GREY COCKATIEL for sale. 
£35. o.n.o. 

Telephone 07716 847443. 


YOUNG BUDGIES. 

for sale 

01902 730050. 



THIS SPAC E 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 



Business & 


k Farming 



take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 



TOWN CENTRE PUBLIC HOUSE 

for sale Free of tie. 11 yr lease, low 
overheads, £15,000. 

07980 042593. 
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Property 





A TWO BED FLAT off Tettenhall Rd, 
CH, DG. Off road parking, £115.50 
pw 01902 340073 / 07770 660636. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 
offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

DUDLEY 1-Bed Flat also furnished 
bedsit with own separate kitchen & 
shower room. £67/£90 p/w. Mature, 
DSS considered. 07550 002549. 

ONE BED flat, Netherton area, CH, 
DG, £100pw, deposit required. 
07966 283895 or 07976 747022. 


TWO BED house, Netherton area. 
CH. DG. £112 p/w. Dep reqd. No 
pets. 07976 781003. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 


01902317878 



ClassifiedAds 
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01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


properties wanted 


CASH NOW 


WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE 

■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer ||V6 Call 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped U.... unur 

■ Any condition llUy fUUI 

house in 

land and commercial enquiries welcome 


or 01902 628060 


Wolverhampton properties 




WE PAY 100% 

of purchase price 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


We buy any house 


We are a family run local business. 
Buying properties for over 30 years. 

A fair offer from people you can trust. 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 
factories, building plots... We will even buy your 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


A A PROPERTIES PAY A better 
cash price. Call Richard 
07756 022973. 

A BEST CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time 
01902 628047. 

ALWAYS CALL US FIRST 

for the top price for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 

FORGET THE REST and call me 
now for a best cash offer. 
01543 499032. 


BMW 525D SE TOURING, auto, 53 
plate, 6 months MoT, regular 
service and maintenance. £1,750. 

Telephone 07803 048271. 

BMW C20 SE, diesel, 2006, fsh, full 
MoT, 89k miles, 2 lady owners, 
excellent condition, £4,795 o.n.o. 
Any inspection. 07779 974453. 

CHEVROLEX MATIZ 07 plate, blue, 
5dr, 10,165 miles, 12 months MoT, 
very good condition. £1,995. 

07*974 501384. 


I- — ■-\ 
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FIAT SEDICI 4x4 only 9,150 miles, 
1.9 diesel, 6 speed, EW and mirror, 
FSH, 11 months MoT, 1 lady owner, 
only £4,250. 07703 463444. 

HYUNDAI 1.2 ACTIVE petrol, 2011, 
30,000 miles, MoT March. £30 year 
tax. Immaculate, lady owner, silver. 
£3,975. 01902 601601. 


Jobs 





BRICKLAYER REQUIRES WORK: 

Extensions, garden walls etc; 
Full-Part time. Anything consid¬ 
ered. Telephone 07871 194208. 




VAUXHALL CORSA SXI 


2010, 36,330 miles, white, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, long MoT, central 
locking, cruise control, pas, 
alloys, stereo, full body kit. 

£4,495 ono. 

07901917004. 



JAGUAR S TYPE 
2.7 TURBO DIESEL 


Black, automatic, full leather, 55 
plate, 89k miles, recent full 
service and MoT, one careful 
owner from new, very good 
condition. 


ABARTH 500, grey, fsh, MoT, ideal 
first car, red leather interior, beauti- 

fi il little par A 



£5,250 ono. 


07740 418668. 



SUBARU IMPREZA 2-0 WRX 


5 door, red with black interior, 
March 2006, one previous 
owner, 85,000 miles, fsh in 
much above average condition 

£6,799 ono. 

South Shropshire 07765 
194970. 


AUTOMATIC 


VAUXHALL CORSA 05 REG 


3dr, 1.0, low costs, excellent 
condition, any tria before 
sale, £1,650. 07800 637961. 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA ELITE 


2014, 28k, auto, Est. 2.0CDTI 
195bhp bi-turbo, dealer fsh, 
warranty. HTD electric mem 
seats, privacy, Sat Nav, DAB, 
electric tailgate. 19ins alloys. 
BiXenon, LED run lights, 
sensors, immaculate. 

£15,000. 

07971 365912. 


VW FOX 1198CC 

60 plate, 50,900 miles, black, 
air baas, alarm, CD/radio. MoT 
Sept 2016. Next service Aug 
2016. Group 1 insurance. Good 
condition. 

£2,750 ono. 

07702 834322. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN PICASSO HDi, Exclu¬ 
sive, diesel, 04, full service history, 
long MoT, immaculate, £695. 
07486 610184. 

FORD FIESTA 1.3 Fun, 2001, red, 
80,000 miles, manual, 3dr, full MoT, 
service history, clean car, £495. 
01902 335714. 

FORD FIESTA FINESSE 1242cc, 54 
plate, blue. MoT March 2016. 
68,000 miles. £1,195. 

Telephone 07980 066642. 

FORD FOCUS Zetec Estate, Diesel, 
2003, MoT Aug, 160k miles, good 
runner, very reliable. £790. 07929 
637868. Wombourne. 

FORD FOCUS 1.8 With boot, 2002, 
immaculate, loads spent, well 
maintained, 10 mnths MoT £495. 
07852 691074/01384 231465. 


FORD FOCUS LX 1.4 

2005, 117,000 miles, silver, 5 
door, new MoT, excellent condi¬ 
tion, fsh, 2 owners, absolutely 
any trial. 

£1,275. 

01922 693499. 


FORD FOCUS Studio, 1.6 TDCi 
estate, diesel, 56 reg, 76,000 miles, 
MoT August 2016, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £1,495. 07464 419329. 

FORD KA 2007, 52k, 1200cc, MoT, 
PAS, CD, Looks drives superb, 
£850. o.n.o. 07523 729551. 

FORD KA Zetec climate, 1 .3i, black, 
39k miles, 4 owners, MoT, colour 
coded bumpers / spoilers, lady 
owner, £1,295 ono. 07792 000500. 

HONDA HRV 4 wheel drive, 2001, 
one owner from new, 76k, tow bar 
etc, slight work required for MoT. 
£850 ono. 07850 233858. 

JAGUAR S TYPE 3.0. 2000. Owned 
for 8 yrs. New exhaust, discs, pads, 
battery etc:12 mths MoT. lovely con 
dition for yr. £1,000. 07855 253534 

JAGUAR XTYPE 2002 Good body 
and mechanics, no MoT, needs 
new sills, £350 ono. 01902 761458. 


MX5 black convertible, 1999, T reg, 
PAS, EW, radio / CD, alloys, no 
MoT, £575 ono or part ex for motor¬ 
bike. W-ton. 07966 539516. 

PEUGEOT 406L TD Saloon, R reg, 1 
previous owner, serviced, new sus¬ 
pension springs, 5 months MoT. 
£675 ono. 01902 419012. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 5-door, X reg, 
49,000 miles only, silver, sun roof, 
PAS, CL, CD, long MoT, £595. 
Please call 07779 455916. 


RENAULT MEGANE Cabriolet, X 
Reg., good condition, 9 months 
MoT, £375 o.n.o. 07984 514422. 

ROVER 100 1998, 30,000 miles, 
MoT December, nice condition. 
£350. 01902 330905. 


ROVER 45 1.6. 2003, MoT May 
2016,49,000 miles, good condition. 
£725 ono. 

Telephone 0121 526 4630. 


ROVER 75 CLUB 

CDT Tourer, 2.0 diesel 
CD player, sat nav, MoT March 
16, very clean condition, FSH, 
tow bar fitted. 

£850 ono. 

07791 372967. 


--- ., — reg, t 

blue, 1,8, 11 months MoT, no rust, 
£850 ono. May part ex. 07747 
740971.01902 530123. 


SMART CAR, two seater, Decem¬ 
ber 2004, 60,000 miles, 12 months 
MoT. Excellent condition, very 
cheap and economical to run, 
£1,500 ono. 01785 250577. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA Club, 1.6, 5dr, 
2004, MoT May 2016, PAS, 88,000 
miles, SH, black, immaculate, 
£895. 07939 498854. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA Twinport, black 
5-dr, 05 reg, Facelift, 86,000 miles, 
FSH, very good condition. £1395. 
01902 650894. 07804 780221. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2, 1999, 11 
months MoT, good runner, bargain, 
£400 ono. 

07799 292493. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 Design, 04, 
3 door, private plate, silver, history, 
MoT, good condition. £1,000. 
07599 220780. 


VAUXHALL OMEGA 2.6 
AUTO 

2003. 118,000 miles. MoT Feb 
19, 2016. SH. Excellent drive. 
Radio cassette. Same owner 
last 6years. Any trial. 

£650 ono. 

01299 879245. 


VW GOLF 150bhp, Diesel, 52 plate, 
spares or repairs, MoT April, £300 
ono. 

07468 595244 / 07765 223859. 

VW SHARAN 2001, petrol, 7 seater, 
long MoT, very clean and tidy, 
stereo. £550. 

07950 398750. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



CITROEN BERLINGO van, 1.9 
diesel, 2002, 5 months MoT, good 
condition, £895. 07843 244728 or 
01299 824482. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



BMW R1100 RT MoT June, 20k 
miles with paniers & top box £2,600 
ono or exchange for clean, low 
miles 1200 Bandit. 07949 905959. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


■VI OB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



mobile 


v mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 
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Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 



AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11pm. 0121 472 7281. 


★ ★★ 

GENUINE MAN 52 

Attractive, slim, caring, GSOH, 
solvent, car owner, WLTM lady 
40 to 58 for evenings/days out 
and friendship. 

Don’t be shy, please reply and 
claim a free hug. 

Box Number P20149, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


MERRY CHRISTMAS TO 
ALL LONE LADIES 


One genuine and romantic 
Santa, young at heart, aged 
early 60s, wishing to find slim 
lady aged 55-66 with GSOH to 
see what the future brings. Life 
is too short to be alone. 

All letters replied to. 

Ho Ho Ho Ho 

Box Number P20148, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

SINGLE, SLIM MAN 

Car owner, age 67, would like to 
meet a lady for outings and 
meals out, likes social clubs, 
easy going person. 

Box Number P20152, 

Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 




COOKLEY SPORTS FC 
Football Players Required 


Year 9 or 10. 

For new progressive team 
with no weekly fees. 


Please contact Craig 
07977 936690. 


W’TON ADULT SUNDAY 
MORNING Football Team want 
reliable Goalkeeper and Outfield 
Players. Ring Bob 07810 181088. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 



Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star. 

Reach over half a million people* 


We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges or 
commission payments - just a great service, at great value for money 
enabling you to buy and sell locally. 


ON LINE 
IN PERSON 


ivate advertisers 
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Jvif it.. 

You’ll 
love it! 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Here’s how to use your dating service 



Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply26 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY26 
123456 hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 
per message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be mod¬ 
erated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 



Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 500 3957 


US at. calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 

phone company's access charge. 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit., http://datin9.6xpressandstar.com 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost El .55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, seeks similar fun 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks, loving male for an uncomplicated no strings 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box relationship. Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
No: 414773 0906 500 3955 Box No: 416601 ® 


FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, curvy, likes 
reading, walking, cinema, seeks male 40-50 
for lasting relationship. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5077545 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 4294 Box 419673 
PROFESSIONAL black female age ~52, 

enjoys evenings and days out, would like to 
meet similar Midlands male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5315901 

DISCREET man wanted by married lady for 
no strings fun. I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 4299 Box 
418167 

CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420073 ® 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
4291 Box:409715 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual lady, 42yrs 
seeks daytime fun at her home. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 4275 Box: 405297 
MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good sense of 
humour, well presented, WLTM kind, sincere 
chappie to share coffee and a chat. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5310040 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 4295 Box: 413399 
LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, attractive 
ex air hostess, looking for fun times with older 
male for romantic nights in and more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420043 ® 

LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, works long 
hours, finds it hard to meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, 
own flat. Text only to Mailbox no: 4192572 
39 yr old independent single Mom, knows the 
benefit of having a good man in the picture. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5084796 
JENNI, single mum seeks single dad, own 
home, can accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox no: 4115108 
FRANCES, 45, busty female, loves nights 
in/out, seeking uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420003 ® 

FEMALE, seeks fun loving male who likes a 
drink and a laugh, to enjoy erotic experiences 
with a curvy brunette. Discretion guaranteed. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5079311 
MARY, pretty, friendly, lots of fun, lives in 
Kidderminster, loves the theatre, opera, 
ballet, WLTM a lovely, charming, funny, 
genuine guy, 30s, to settle down with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419883 ® 

LOU, 45, lives in Shrewsbury, WLTM a lady 
between 42-49 with blue eyes, must be kind, 
caring and funny to mend my broken heart, 
someone who likes to curl up on the sofa for 
cozy nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 


JULIA 47, looking for genuine, reasonably 
attractive male friend, may to lead to more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419695 ® 
LADY Penelope seeks her very own Parker 
(47-58) to go on a voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox no: 4550237 
BLACK lady seeks white male over 60, any 
location, for friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 4256384 
CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy young blonde 
seeks similar cheeky, fun loving guy for lots 
of fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419597® 

JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn haired female, 
lovely figure seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. Maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419595 ® 
SHARON 32, attractive black single mum of 
one, very tactile and passionate, WLTM male 
45-65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419579® 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417® 

KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 
riding, keep fit, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415211 


SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 ® 

MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 
and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own 
accommodation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409109 ' 



DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 
looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419219® 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985® 

LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, caring, 
loving and honest, many interests, seeks 
genuine male to share lonely evenings with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417211 ® 


JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609® 

ATTRACTIVE professional lady, widow, 50's, 
likes walks, sight seeing, theatre, meals out, 
seeks genuine, professional gent, 5ft 9ins 
plus to make life more enjoyable. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418615 
JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609® 

SENSUAL tactile, attractive female, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes, loves travel, 
wining/dining, WLTM genuine male for 
mutual companionship. Looks unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418587 ® 


SINGLE mom, 40yrs, small, not skinny 
WLTM single dad aged 39 to 45. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4295299 
FEMALE, 36, looking for a genuine guy to 
wine and dine me with lots of laughter and fun 
times. Text only to Mailbox No: 4758012 
JULIE, attractive early 40’s brunette, size 10, 
varied interests, WLTM male for fun times, 
good conversations, spoiling and maybe 
more, status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418007® 

TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, 
enjoys aromatherapy/massage, looking for 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787® 

BOSTON female 56 loyal, intelligent, loves 
history seeks dependable humorous male for 
friendship. Text only to Mailbox No: 
4751421 


MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, I 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for I 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283® 

MARK 40, 5ft 9ins, brown hair/eyes, 
attractive, good looking, OHAC/business, 
likes walks, day trips, cinema, seeks similar 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


Follow us 
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CURVY, farm girl at heart, 32, 5ft 10, single 

mum, caring, kind, shy, likes walks, cooking 
WLTM tactile male farmer for LTR. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5067001 


JOYCE, affectionate sensitive widow, bit of a 
romantic, seeks loving male for lots of TLC. 
Looks unimportant, it’s what's in the heart that 
matters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419143® 
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FREYA 24yr old single mum, looking for male 
for free time frolics, call me if you're 
interested, it could be fun! Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419851 ® 

LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, looking for a 
man who will appreciate a feminine, 
fashionable, fun, romantic sensual woman 
with a mind of her own. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419839® 

SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, sensual, 
tactile, no ties, WLTM kind, loving male to 
enjoy affectionate relationship. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419821® 

PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277® 


FEMALE medium build, blonde hair, 5ft5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:415429 

WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 5ft 5ins, 
slim, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415767 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 

with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417® 

FEMALE 50’s, 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, seeks gent with GSOH, loving, 
caring and understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415871 
BLUE eyed female, blonde hair, slim, GSOH, 
loving, caring, understanding, seeking similar 
male, 55-55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416989® 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 

fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 


friendship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419385® 

KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde and very 
bored, seeking open-minded decent male for 
fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419383® 

LADY young at heart, nice eyes, seeks man 
42-52 with good sense of humour. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4881572 


DEBBIE, 29, looking for mature professional 
fun guy, 40-50 to spend good times with. Call 
me, you have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419075 ® 


BROKEN hearted lady 39 seeks loving male 

to mend heart age 39/40. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4869116 

KAY, very young 45, fit and active, no ties, 
seeks similar young at heart, fun male for fun 
meets. Age/Status/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418577 ® 
VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde who knows 
just what she wants, looking for caring male 
for spontaneous fun relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418445 ® 

WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369® 

JO 55, curvy redhead, loves eating out, 
theatre, travel, looking for middle-aged prince 
charming to sweep me off my feet. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4464905 
GENUINE lady looking for genuine male, age 
58-60, for friendship and to have a laugh 
with. So if that's you would love to hear from 
you. Text only to Mailbox No: 4537136 
PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277® 

68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 414773 

WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
I thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
| 3955 Box No: 418369® 

EILEEN, slim green eyed brunette likes 
meals out and cosy nights in, seeks tall male 
who would make her laugh and brighten up 
her day. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418347® 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 ® 

FEMALE seeking gent 55-70, down to earth, 
nice and intelligent who knows how to treat a 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417195® 


TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, 
enjoys aromatherapy/massage, looking for j 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual I 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787® 

THEA, 36, extrovert brunette, curly hair, 
rugby fan, WLTM genuine male who will 
accept her as she is. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417763® 


PROFESSIONAL male, 41, own business, 
likes to enjoy life, clubs, pubs, cinema, gym, 
seeks similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:360283 

MALE 45yrs old, self-employed motor 
trader/mechanic, medium build, green eyes, 
average looks. I am a nice genuine and 
honest person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent relationship and 
happy times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418709® 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


COLIN 48, kind loving, seeks large cuddly 
lady 45 to 60 for LTR, love, romance, also like 
cuddles, kisses and holding hands. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4906088 
TOM, a young 59 active attractive male, 5ft8, 
slimmish & fit with decent looks & friendly 
nature, many interests, looking for lady 
similar age. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4926340 

GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad but not bad, 
who will make you ever so glad that you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419307® 

GENT 55, slightly mad, but not bad, will make 
you glad you answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408973 
GENUINE caring male, seeks similar female 
for friendship or possibly more. Aged 
between 25-39. Text only to Mailbox no: 


MIKE late 60's fit, active, genuine and 
generous, very passive seeks assertive lady 
any age / looks for mutual benefits. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4747481 


ATTRACTIVE kind, caring, single lady, loves 
animals, WLTM uniformed office for genuine, 
sincere relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417623® 


STOCKY, bold, unhappily married man, 
seeks similar very discreet female for exciting 
rendezvous. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4757315 


FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 

male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 ® 


JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy brunette, 
hopeless romantic, seeks tall, loving male for 
fun, friendship and possible LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419033 ® 


YOUNG early 40's female, GSOH, kind, 

caring, considerate, seeks male for 
friendship, possible romance. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410847 ® 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 ® 
HEATHER, well travelled solvent brunette 
looking to share a large glass of wine and 
whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419031 ® 
PAULINE, 49yrs, very attractive, curvy 
divorcee, affectionate and fun, seeks laid 
back, sincere male for an uncomplicated, 
loving relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418925® 

VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 ® 
LOOKING for the right chemistry with country 
loving gent who like me is looking for some 
extra fun in their life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418843® 

LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795® 


CAROL 49, attractive, green eyed blonde, 
honest warm hearted, n/s with GSOH likes 
cinema, music, walking, meals out and travel 
seeking similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4283683 

FEMALE, 50, short blond hair, blue eyes, 5ft 
10, slim build, looking for a man 50- 55 with 
salt and pepper hair and GSOH. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4435776 

HEATHER, 34, single very attractive 
brunette, sensual and interesting, looking to 
add to life’s experiences and adventures with 
professional male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418193® 

JACKIE lonely and looking for male 
company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 ® 

JAN, 47, once bitten twice shy! Looking for 
non complicated fun times. Attractive, 
discreet, OHAC, you won’t be disappointed. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418089 ® 
EMMA, 43, easygoing female looking to 
broaden her horizons, WLTM similar male for 
romantic liaisons. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418009® 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 
Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 515 
4345 Box No: 419829 
DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809® 

VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six 
foot tall, nice build, n/s, genuine, tactile, fit 
and sporty, looking for a women for nights in 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420135® 

MICHAEL, school teacher, very shy and 
lonely, 42yrs, own home, car, seeks genuine 
caring lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, bundle of 
fun to be around, likes growing fuchsias for 
showing, vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and staying in 
WLTM a lady for friendship/LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420089 ® 

STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 

6FT well built guy, nicely groomed looking for 
fun intimate nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5132460 

ALAN, 56 year old builder, muscular build, 
five foot ten, fit, likes the gym, pubs, clubs 
and days out, seeks female with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419975® 


ATTRACTIVE tall black male would like to 
meet female for day time fun and discreet 
meetings, any age or location. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5077442 

MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283® 


ANDY 53, widower, honest, genuine, caring, 
happy tactile, hoping to find love again with a 
decent loving lady. Kidderminster. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4911450 
TACTILE, romantic guy, height 5ft 6in, loves 
good food and drinking in or out, dancing, 
music, conversation and cuddles. Ready for 
love. Text only to Mailbox No: 4893329 
TALL attractive professional male, 50, 
GSOH, looking for some fun, adventure and 
sparkle. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418951 

MALE seeks affectionate, tactile, no drama, 
down to earth woman for nights in/out and 
loads of cuddles. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418695® 


GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad but not bad, 
who will make you ever so glad that you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419307® 



ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 
JAMES GSOH, likes theatre, meals out, 
socialising, seeking easy going female, 35- 
55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417469® 

PETE 47, enjoys walking, meals out, seeks 
female, age/looks/status unimportant, with 
similar interests for adult fun text only. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5063152 
MALE 60s WLTM genuine fun lady, 50/60s 
nights in or out, likes swimming, walks, 
music, good food etc for friendship or more. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4852727 


COLIN, 48, seeks large cuddly lady between 
45-55 for LTR, must like hugs, kisses, 
cuddles and holding hands. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4906088 

MALE 63, N/S, GSOH, genuine, caring, likes 
music, travel, meals out, casual drink, seeks 
female, 50-70 for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 416997 
ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 ® 


Men seeking men 


Bl male would like to meet same. 60 to 80 
yrs. Must be able to accommodate. Coventry 
or Birmingham. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4931168 

TALL male 57, seeks older male 60 to 80 for 
adult fun. Text only to Mailbox no: 4347071 
TOM young 59 attractive male, decent 
looking, fit, slimmish, good company & fun 
loving with many interests, seeking similar 
male. Text only to Mailbox no: 4926340 
Bl male would like to meet same, 60 to 80 
years. Must be able to accommodate for fun 
weekends. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4931168 

Bl male WLTM same for weekend fun, 60 to 
70 years old. Must be able to accommodate. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 4931168 


SOPHIA very sensual black lady looking to 
acquire a new distraction with lots of adult fun 
thrown in for good measure. Race/age/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


SHARON, 48, tall slim attractive, live alone 
with no ties, love romanticising and WLTM 
man for good times together, maybe more. 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417751 ® 


ATTRACTIVE, fit, sporty, tactile, youthful 
black male seek relationship with lady. N/S. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4851641 
WIDOWER, quiet, easygoing, slim, 5ft 7 tall, 
smart, varied interests, seeks slimish lady, 50 
to 65 yrs for caring relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4906469 

TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, 
uninhibited, seeks similar non-conformist 
averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375065 

SUBMISSIVE 44year"oid WLTM dominant 

female 25-30 years who enjoys role play with 
friendship and maybe possible relationship. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5084114 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", blue eyes, kind 
hearted, romantic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have a vintage 
tractor that I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a lot of fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418463 ® 


TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, 
uninhibited, seeks similar non-conformist 
averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375065 

PAUL 50yrs, Birmingham, with own house 
and own car, I have a good sense of humour 
and I like going out, I'm looking for the right 
girl for friendship/relationship. Call me when 
you can. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418465® 

LEE, 50, seeking an Asian female for discreet 
fun and maybe more. Dudley area. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419401 ® 
ANDREW 53, widower, honest, genuine, 
caring, tactile, GSOH. Kidderminster based, 
hoping to love again with a decent loving lady. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4911450 
45 year old male with varied interests WLTM 
female 35 to 55 for fun and friendship and 
hopefully more. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4215562 


Women seeking Women 


LONELY mother seeks female friends for 
enlivening/enlightening coffee chats, likes 
countryside animals etc. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4860241 

ATTRACTIVE full figure bi lady 58 seeks 
female of similar age for fun times. Cotswold 
area. Text only to Mailbox No: 4636475 
36YR attractive black curvy female seeking 
boyish female local for relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4483526 

Friends 

MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 
likes trips out, holidays, seeking similar lady 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410215 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed, if arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 30/11/15 
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Delivering luxury of time 


By James Parker 


Volvo Cars’ ongoing research 
into autonomous driving has 
confirmed what we all know - 
that the daily commute is taking 
the joy out of driving. It is during 
the commute and on long motor¬ 
way trips that people are most 
willing to delegate the act of driv¬ 
ing to their car. 

With this in mind, Volvo has developed 
Concept 26, named to reflect the average 
daily commute to work of 26 minutes* - 
time that could be spent doing something 
more meaningful than sitting in stop-start 
traffic. Volvo has set out to bring choice 
and freedom back to the driver; to enjoy the 



driving experience when they want to, or to 
delegate driving to the car when they want to 
do something else. 

“It’s all about people. Our research clear¬ 
ly shows that some people will want to use 
their commuting time creatively when they 
have full autonomous drive available, while 
others will want to just sit back and relax, 
watch online media or listen to music. Au¬ 
tonomous drive will make all of this possible. 
This is what Concept 26 has captured by 
reimagining the entire car experience,” said 
Robin Page, vice president of interior design 
at Volvo Cars. 

Concept 26 is based around an all-new 
patented seat design that actively cradles 
the driver during the transformation phase 
into one of the three modes: Drive, Create or 
Relax. With these three modes the concept 
creates a new autonomous drive innovation 
platform that can adapt to new needs and 
technologies over time. 

When the driver wishes to delegate driv¬ 
ing to the car, the steering wheel retracts, the 
seat reclines and a large display emerges 
from the dashboard allowing the driver to 
enjoy the time spent in the car as they like. 
Concept 26 embraces the need for radical 
change of the basic design of car interiors 
and provides a space that can be used as 
the driver/passenger wishes. 

Concept 26 opens up a new paradigm of 
possibilities in the car - from entertainment 
to service provision and beyond, using the 
technology that is now a natural part of our 
everyday lives. It also signals the huge po¬ 
tential for new business opportunities and 
high-tech collaborations that autonomous 
drive will bring. 

“We have gone to great lengths to under¬ 
stand the challenges and opportunities that 



‘We have gone to great 
lengths to understand the 
challenges and opportunities 
that autonomous cars will 
bring to people in coming 
years.’ 


autonomous cars will bring to people in 
coming years, and our flexible approach 
to engineering and design, enabled by our 
new Scalable Product Architecture, means 
that we can readily bring this from concept 
to reality,” said Dr Peter Mertens, senior 
vice president research and development 
at Volvo Car Group. 

Volvo Cars’ ongoing Drive Me research 
project, which will see an extended fleet of 
fully autonomous cars driving real custom¬ 
ers on the roads of Gothenburg, Sweden, 
in 2017 is further proof that Volvo is a lead¬ 


er in autonomous drive technology, build¬ 
ing firmly on its foundation of safety. 

“Volvo Cars is among the first to address 
the subject of self-driving cars and liability. 
We firmly believe that car makers should 
take full responsibility for the actions of the 
car when it is driving in full autonomous 
mode. If a manufacturer does not accept 
liability, it clearly implies that they are not 
confident about their autonomous drive 
technology,” said Dr Peter Mertens. 

*Based on research of the average com¬ 
mute time in the United States 
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A hard worker and loyal 


By Matt Kimberley 


It’s the most important Vauxhall 
arriving this year. Has the com¬ 
pact hatch got the magic to take 
on its key rivals? 

The Astra is an underrated, but ever¬ 
green compact family hatch, as happy 
taking the kids on a short break away 
as it is cutting a path through the city. 
There’s no radical departure for 2016, 
although the sharp-eyed will notice a 
nip here and a tuck there. 

There’s an excellent new colour touch¬ 
screen that’s standard across the range. It 
gives the whole product a lift and helps it 
make a better first impression. 

It’s a sharp-looking thing, if a bit on the 
conservative side. Being built in Britain 
won’t do its appeal this side of Dover any 
harm, either. 

Whichever model you choose, you end 
up with a pleasantly stylish and definitely 
inoffensive car. You’ll never object to having 
it on your drive. 

It’s quite sensitive to trim grades, though, 
so whereas the fantastic top-spec cars 
with all the interior trimmings look like 
they’ve come straight from the top drawer, 
the fragile rubberised handbrake grip and 
cheap-looking plastics on the low-end ver¬ 
sions leave a lot to be desired and can start 
to look tatty very quickly. 

There’s a handy boot at the back, more 
than big enough for most tasks, but if you’re 
toting babies, you’ll struggle to get much 
more than a chunky pushchair into it with¬ 
out putting the conveniently split rear seats 
down. 



Front seaters will be happy enough, es¬ 
pecially with the uncommonly well-shaped 
seat backs that give superb lumbar support. 
The glove box is shed-spacious but the door 
pocket shapes and cupholder designs could 
be better thought out. 

Under the bonnet there is a 1.0-litre tur¬ 
bocharged petrol engine. It can’t make the 
Astra a rocket ship, but if you’re gentle, you’ll 
see fuel economy you’d struggle to better in 
an eco-diesel. 

I found it no problem to hover around 
60mpg in relatively traffic-free driving. Al¬ 
right, you do need to put some effort in, but 
the potential is there. 

Linear 


The dinky engine is perfect for chopping 
around urban and suburban routes. It’s im¬ 
pressively linear once the turbo kicks in, 
making it smooth, forgiving and easy to get 
used to. 

It warms up faster than a moth on a sunbed 
and it’s perfect for no-fuss short trips. The 
five-speed gearbox is light and precise, with 
tall gearing that partly offsets the lack of a 
sixth, but it’s clear this version isn’t meant 
to cover serious motorway mileage. It’s a 
nice steer, though, responding quite keenly 
to tugs at the wheel and scampering along 
winding roads with gusto. 

The brakes on this nearly-new car were 
very grabby, but that should hopefully settle 
down with mileage. 

The Astra is a solid car. 

You know what you’re getting and, al¬ 
though some of the materials on basement 
models aren’t up to scratch, at the very 
least, the car does a good job of providing 
straight-down-the-line mid-size transport for 
people who don’t want to spend the extra on 


‘Whichever model you 
choose, you end up with 
a pleasantly stylish and 
definitely inoffensive 


car.’ 


a slightly more spacious compact crosso¬ 
ver or SUV. 

Vauxhall dealers are usually open to a 
little haggling, too, so don’t take the retail 
price as gospel. 

You should pay less than for a broadly 
equivalent crossover, so there’s good val¬ 
ue to be had here even if the fashion is cur¬ 
rently for faux-4x4s. 

This is a car for ordinary people. People 
who want a well-rounded car to give them 
transport, enough space and, crucially, the 
ability to cope with everything from taking 


the in-laws to Sunday lunch to taking the 
kids to the seaside. 

Parents will appreciate this sort of ver¬ 
satility, while some might prefer the lower 
seating position relative to SUVs, for the 
better outward view it offers during low- 
speed manoeuvres. 

This car summed up in a single word: 
Studious. 

If this car was a student at Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, it would 
be in Hufflepuff house. It’s a hard worker 
and a loyal companion. 


Brindley Honda Halesowen 

have moved to West Bromwich 




Nothing else has changed though! 

All the staff are now in their new positions at our other sites. 

So be it Sales, Service or MOT you require - you're still in the very 
capable hands of familiar staff with many years of Honda expertise. 

We are also offering an extensive range of courtesy cars or our free 
pick-up and drop-off facility when your car is having its service. 

For everything Honda call Brindley today 
Tel: 0121 629 0990. Web: brindley.co.uk/honda 


Branches also at Cannock and Wolverhampton 



BRINDjJY 

Garages Group 


Keeping the West Midlands 
motoring since 1931. 



Walsall Road 
Cannock 
WS11 OJP 

Tel: 01543 406609 


West Street 

off Stafford Road 

Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

Tel: 01902 690601 
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Light, handy and fun ride 


By John Griffiths 

Modern, sculpted good looks 
apart, there’s not too many sur¬ 
prises in the package that makes 
up Honda’s new middleweight 
contender in the roadster class, 
the CB650F. 

But it’s nevertheless an excellent, val- 
ue-for-money machine at £6,399 which 
is likely to attract admiring glances in 
the bikers’ cafe car park and provide 
lots of fun on the road. 

Honda’s previous middleweights, the 
CBF600 and the Hornet 600, were based 
on the running gear of the company’s CBR 
sports machine but with the engine retuned 
to produce more usable power in the low to 
middle areas of the rev range. 

The new CB650, with 86bhp on tap, gets 
the same treatment. It sits neatly between its 
two predecessors in terms of outright power 
with a theoretical top speed of 130mph (the¬ 
oretical except on the track, that is). 

It’s particularly well balanced so that it 
feels lighter than its 208kgs suggests. 

While its lighter than some of its four cyl¬ 
inder rivals, it’s slimmer too and comes with 
a reasonable 810mm seat height, factors 
which combine to make it feel particularly 
agile around town as well as on the open 
road. 

The electronic fuel injection provides for 
smooth, progressive and controllable pow¬ 
er delivery through the slick, six-speed gear¬ 
box. 

While the maximum horses are un¬ 
leashed at 11,000rpm, the engine remap 


means peak torque is available a lot lower 
down - about 8,000rpm. Indeed, you don’t 
even need that big a twist of the right wrist 
- at anything above 4,000rpm in almost any 
gear the CB650 leaps forward to make the 
most of overtaking opportunities. Such a 
wide power band makes it very rideable in 
everyday road conditions. 

Once on the move, the CB650 is a bit of a 
revelation. I’ve ridden dedicated sports bikes 
which feel heavier and slower to change di¬ 
rection as you flick left and right through the 
twisty bits. 

It’s pretty much effortless, and comforta¬ 
ble too as the bars are set wide and high for 
a pleasant, upright riding position which re¬ 
duces strain on the neck and back. 

Comfortable 

The twin seat is well-shaped and comfort¬ 
able, and you get grab handles for a pillion 
passenger as well as luggage hooks. 

At motorway speeds there is surprisingly 
little buffeting for a naked bike. 

I do struggle with some of the intricacies of 
aerodynamics but it may be that the Honda 
engineers have it cracked with just a small, 
well-shaped ‘pod’ around the headlight to 
deflect the wind. 

It was certainly a contrast to another ‘na¬ 
ked’ bike I had ridden only the day before, 
where 20 miles along a motorway left me 
feeling wind battered and with aching arms. 
This had only a big round headlight to bash 
its way through the air. 

Behind the headlight pod is the new elec¬ 
tronic instrument cluster: a large and clear 
digital speedo in the centre of an analogue 
tachometer on the left, with fuel guage, 
clock, trip and warning lights on the right. 

The brakes are well up to the task, with 



Excellent, value-for-money 
machine at £6,399 which 
is likely to attract admiring 
glances. 


twin 320mm ‘wavy’ discs at the front and 
240mm disc at the rear. The lever action is 
nicely progressive with plenty of ‘feel’. 

With a 17.3 litre fuel tank, you get ad¬ 
equate range with an estimated average 
consumption of between 45 and 50mpg, 
depending on conditions (and, of course, 
how you ride). 

The 17-inch cast aluminium wheels 
are shod with 120/70 rubber at the front, 


and 180/55 at the rear. The CB650F has 
aggressive, ‘streetfighter’ looks which to 
some extent disguise the fact that it’s rath¬ 
er benign and easy to ride, with plenty of 
performance to satisfy most riders’ require¬ 
ments in this category. 

Light and handy for manoeuvring 
around town, it’s also more fun than you 
might expect from a 650 on winding A and 
B roads. 


Express Repairs for jy 
Minor Accident Damage 



/Bumper scuffs /Kerbed alloys 



/Paintwork scratches /Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won't dent your pocket 



Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


H Halesowen Autos • nx 

SQuality Used Cars At Great Prices 1 t t/SFw 



£3 

11/60 Mercedes C Class CI80 CGI Blue EFFICIENCY Sport 
4drTip-Automatic, 53k, Silver,Alloys, Half Leather, CD, Climate, E/Windows 

£12495 /£57 Per Week 



09/09 Citroen Berlingo Multispace XTR 1,6 HDI Diesel 

61 k, Silver, Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5495 / £27 Per Week 


06/56 Jaguar XJ Sovereign 2.7TDVI Diesel Automatic 
50k Silver,Alloys, Premium Cream Leather, Sat-Nav,Top Spec ■ Every Extra 

£9995 / £51 Per Week 

V 

1 l/60Vauxhall Meriva Exclusive l.4Turbo 

39k, Silver, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, E/Windows 

£5495 / £26 Per Week 

£ 

06/06 Mercedes CLSCLS320 CDI 

1 Diesel 4dr Tip Automatic 1, Silver, Black Leather, Alloys, Sat-Nav, Climate Control 

£9495 / £49 Per Week 

& 

12/62 Citroen C3 PicassoVTR Plus 1.6 HDI Diesel 
*0NLT£M0ADTAX* 112k, Red, Alloys, Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 

e: 

07/07 Honda CR-V 2.2 i-CTDi Diesel ES 

5dr 4WD, 64k, Beige, Alloys, Climate Control, CD Player 

£7795 / £39 Per Week 


05/55Vauxhall Zafira 1.9 CDTi Club Diesel [120] 

5dr 7 Seater, 50k miles,White,Alloys,Air Con, CD Player 

£4495 / £23 Per Week 

r# 

09/09Vauxhall insignia 2.0 Elite Turbo Estate 
Automatic 56k, Sage Metallic,Alloys, Cream Leather, Climate Control, E/Windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 



2004/54 Toyota Rav 4 2.0 XT4 

5dr,*0NE OWNER plus supplying dealer 1 ,93k,Silver,Aloys, Black Leather,Ar Con,CD, E/Windows, FSH 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 


07/57 Jaguar S-Type 2.7DV6 Diesel SE 

4dr, Auto, 7?k Grey,Alloys, Savannah Leather, Heated Seats, Sat-Nav, Climate, CD Player,E/windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 



07/57 Ford Fusion 1.4 Style Climate 

51 k, Blue, *L0W INSURANCE*Air Con, CD, Climate Pack 

£3695 / £19 Per Week 

ET 

08/08 Jaguar X-Type 2.2D S Diesel 

4dr Automatic, 51, Blue,Alloys, Half Cream Leather, Air Con, CD, E/windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 
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2005/05 Nissan X-Trail 2.2 DCi 136 SVE Diesel 

5dr, 125k, Silver,Alloys, Black Leather, Sat-Nav,Air Cor, CD, E/Windows, FSH 

£3495 / £17 Per Week 


07/07 Volvo V50 2.5 SE Lux D5 Estate Automatic 

67k, Blue Metallic,Alloys, Grey Leather, CD, Climate Control, E/Windows 

£6495 / £34 Per Week 

~T 

10/10 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 Plus 

43k, Silver, Air Con, CD, E/Windows, *0nly £30 Road Tax* 

£3495 / £17 Per Week 

& 

09/09 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 

3dr, ONLY 26k MILES, Red Metallic,Alloys,Air con, CD, Heated ft screen 

£6295 / £33 Per Week 


2002/02 Smart City-Cabriolet Passion Softtouch 

2dr Automatic, 44k, Colourwash Yellow, Alloys, Full Leather, Air Con, CD 

£2195 / £25 Per Week 

Finance example: 10/10 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 plus, Cash Price £3495, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £3195, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% Apr, 

60 Payments of £69.90 (£16.13 per week) Total amount payable £4793.44 (Includes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 


i cross street, halesowen B63 4RT 

11111m 1»I|Mil Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 































































Hales have 
to hold on 
to keep 
their victory 

Old Halesonians 26 Lichfield 24 

THE Home side took the game 
by the scruff of the neck from the 
kick off, starting with the first of 
many tackles from skipper Richie 
Taylor. 

One on a Lichfield forward 
caused a knock on giving the 
Old Hales pack the opportunity 
to show their dominance in the 
scrum. 

The scrum saw Lichfield being 
moved backwards giving the back 
line the chance to run with the ball 
from the halfway line with Carl 
and Andy Robinson working their 
way towards the opposition 22. 

A Robinson finally kicked the 
ball through a gap for winger Andy 
Holloway to dive over the line for 
the first Try of the day after only 
five minutes. Oli Rayner con¬ 
verted. 

Lichfield made progress and 
mauled the ball over the line and 
converted. On 25 minutes Lichfield 
slotted a penalty from 40 yards giv¬ 
ing the away side the lead. 

Smarting from their lack of 
points despite dominating pos¬ 
session, Old Hales then managed 
to put together a passage of play 
which saw winger Luke Smith fly¬ 
ing over in the corner for a score. 

Old Hales continued in the same 
vein and were rewarded with an¬ 
other try. This time by centre Ben 
Barkley working his way through 
for the points. Rayner converted. 

The second half saw hooker 
Sam Jones drive over for the 
fourth and bonus point try, again 
converted by Rayner. 

A yellow card saw Old Hales re¬ 
duced to 14 which gave Lichfield 
enough of an advantage to score. 


Kenny denies 
approach to 
take QPR job 

Wolves boss Kenny Jackett insists 
he hasn’t been approached by QPR 
for their vacant manager’s job. 

Rumours are rife that the London 
club have launched a formal bid to 
prise Jackett from Wolves. 

Rangers are said to have Jackett 
high on their shortlist to replace 
Chris Ramsey, who was sacked ear¬ 
lier this month. 

Jackett, however, denied that 
QPR had contacted him - and com¬ 
mitted his future to Wolves. 

The 53-year-old has close ties to 
London and spent three years at 
Loftus Road as assistant to Ian Hol¬ 
loway from 2001 to 2004. Jackett 
said of the speculation: “It’s not my 
position to talk about others clubs. 
But there hasn’t been any approach 
to myself, or as far as I’m aware, the 
club, so there’s nothing to say on it. 

“I’m committed to Wolves.” 


enjoy a clean sweep 


Old Hales 

OLD Halesonians Hockey Club completed a clean 
sweep of victories across all their sides this weekend 
for the first time this season. 

The Mens 1st XI beat Edgbaston 2-1 at King Ed¬ 
ward Five Ways in their Warwick Printing Midlands 
One fixture, but it was a real Jekyll and Hyde perfor¬ 
mance from the hosts. 

The first half was as dull as the weather, as Hales 
struggled to keep possession or muster any chances 
of note. 

However, Edgbaston could not take advantage, 
as yet again Hales’ rearguard proved a tight unit to 
break though. 

After stern words at half-time, the hosts improved 


and finally started to put passes together and create 
chances. It was through their first meaningful attack 
they scored. 

Tom Durnford drove into the D to win a short cor¬ 
ner and from the resulting play, the ball broke to 
Graham Knight whose reverse hit strike found the 
bottom corner. 

The goal galvanised the hosts and they soon dou¬ 
bled their lead as Josh Randhawa poked the ball 
home after an initial shot from Knight was saved. 

Edgbaston fought back and claimed a consolation 
goal, but they could not find an equaliser before the 
final whistle. 

The result consolidates Hales in third place, three 


points off second placed Loughborough Town. After 
the game, captain Paul Woodall said, “We proved 
that possession doesn’t guarantee you points, it’s 
about creating chances and taking them and that’s 
what we did.” Hales travel to Coventry and North 
Warwick this Saturday. 

Other results saw the Ladies end their recent los¬ 
ing streak defeating Stourport 5ths 2-1 with goals 
from Molly Kelly and Rae Andrews. 

The men’s section saw the 2nds, 3rds and 4ths 
complete 5-0 victories, against Finchfield, Telford 
and Sutton Coldfield respectively. The Mens 5ths 
won 3-2 against Edgbaston and the Badgers com¬ 
pleted the set, with a 4-0 victory over Worcester. 


Whiley considering 


sports awards snub 



Jordanne Whiley and dad Keith take a closer look a the Davis Cup at the Olympic Park 


JORDANNE WHILEY may boycott 
this year’s BBC Sports Personality 
of the Year awards ceremony after 
no para-athlete was selected for the 
ceremony’s main award. 

Tennis player Whiley had been invited to 
the traditional annual event by the BBC, 
which is being held at the SSE Arena in 
Belfast this year, but is now reconsidering 
whether to accept after the release of the 
extended 12-athlete shortlist. 

And the 23-year-old from Halesowen - who 
won two doubles grand slam titles and her first 
US Open singles title - is not disappointed for 
herself, more concerned for disability sport as a 
whole. 

“I’m not in any way saying I should be nomi¬ 
nated, I’m just disappointed to see no para-ath¬ 
lete recognised,” she said. 

“Now we are in a time where we are coming up 
to the Rio Games and paralympic sport is drip¬ 
ping with so many successful athletes and it no- 
one has been nominated.” 

She added: “They had asked me to go to Sports 
Personality of the Year, so I thought maybe I’m 
up for something, but when no para-athletes were 
nominated, I’m questioning whether I will go. 

Deserving 

“I haven’t made up my mind yet.” 

Reflecting on those who would have been de¬ 
serving of a nomination, Whiley said: “There are 
so many but someone like Hannah Cockroft - she 
went to Doha and won three gold medals, as well 
as breaking two world records this year.” 

Despite the disappointment, Whiley was 
warmed by the support she received on social 
media after posting her dismay on Twitter, and 
even went as far to gauge public opinion for a dis¬ 
abled Sports Personality of the Year award. 

“The public love paralympic sport - we are 
good at getting behind our sports stars across the 
board, whether that’s able-bodied or para,” she 
said. 

“I got so much support on twitter for paralym¬ 
pic sport in general when it came out, which us 
good.” 

Whiley spoke as she met Great Britain’s Davis 
Cup-winning team at Lee Valley Hockey & Ten¬ 
nis Centre in Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, 


where the end-of-season Masters will be held, with 
Whiley seeded fourth for the singles event. 

She will face Dutch world No. 1 Jiske Griffioen, Ger¬ 
many’s world No. 5 Sabine Ellerbrock and fellow Brit 
Lucy Shuker over three successive days in the NEC 
Wheelchair Tennis Masters this week. 

•Double speedway world champion Tai Woffinden 
is not sure what more he can do to get speedway recog¬ 
nised on a bigger stage after being snubbed yet again 


by the BBC Sports Personality of the Year panel. 

The Wolverhampton asset was ignored in 2013 
when he became Britain’s first speedway world cham¬ 
pion in 13 years. 

“I was in touch with their office to ask if I was in 
the running because I would need to delay my flight 
back to Australia,” said the 25-year-old. “All I got was 
an email back saying ‘thanks, enjoy your trip to Aus¬ 
tralia’ - so I knew then I wasn’t in the running.” 


Dominant 
Tivs are 
handed a 
shock defeat 

CARLTON Town 5 Tividale 2 

In a game that was labelled a 
six-pointer and possibly the de¬ 
fining one of the season, Tividale 
promised so much but ended with 
nothing against a side also in the 
bottom three of Evo-Stik Division 
One South. 

The pitch required an inspection 
on the morning of the game after 
heavy rain for most of the previous 
week up in Nottingham and after 
passing the game was going to be 
played on a very heavy pitch. 

No-one could have seen what 
was to come as Tividale started 
much the better with chances for 
Malachi Farquharson and Chris 
Sterling. 

But as can always happen when 
you don’t make the pressure tell, 
Carlton took the lead with their 
first shot on target on 37 minutes 
when Daniel Gordon curled a free- 
kick over the wall and into the top 
corner. 

On 43 minutes Tividale were 
back in the game when Sterling 
netted from the penalty spot after 
Chris Rabone had been fouled. 

Sterling gave Tivi the lead a 
minute after the break with a curl¬ 
ing shot. 

But on 57 minutes Carlton lev¬ 
elled as a Joe Fitzpatrick free-kick 
out by the corner flag somehow 
ended up in the back of the Tiv¬ 
idale net. 

Sterling passed up the chance to 
complete a hat-trick and the home 
side took Tividale apart in the final 
15 minutes as Romaine Graham, 
Josh Rae and Fitzpatrick, with 
his second goal, took advantage of 
some poor defensive work to wrap 
up the three points. 
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Tigers get 
their claws 
into Dudley 

Trysull 4 Team Dudley 0 

TRYSULL Tigers left Team Dudley 
licking their wounds with a 4-0 vic¬ 
tory in West Midlands Division One. 

The students went behind after 
19 minutes when Stephen Rickhuss 
played in Ross Melrose to slot a shot 
past keeper Liam Jones. 

Six minutes later Trysull doubled 
the lead when Jonathan Patrick’s 
shot from half-way was carried into 
the net by the wind. 

The final two minutes were ones 
to forget for TD with a double blow. 

After losing the ball in midfield, 
a perfect cross found Jack Johnson 
who rounded Jones to make it 3-0. 
Then, right at the death, Trysull 
broke away and Johnson finished 
off the move abruptly with a simple 
finish. 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Talks over 
future can 
wait, Olsson 

JONAS OLSSON insists any talks over 
his future can wait as the defender con¬ 
centrates on his Albion renaissance. 

The 32-year-old centre-back made his 
first appearance in nearly two months 
in November’s 2-1 win over Arsenal and 
impressed enough to keep his place for 
Sunday’s 1-ldraw at West Ham. 

Olsson’s current deal expires at the 
end of the season but the Sweden inter¬ 
national claims that is not something 
which concerns him right now. 

“It’s not something I honestly think 
a lot about, it will come naturally,” he 
said. “If I play a lot in the run-up to 
Christmas and throughout the season 
then maybe it’s natural for me to stay 
here. 

“It’s a question for the club as well. 
I’m not stressed about the situation, I’m 
quite comfortable with the way things 
are now. 

“I think the club feels the same way so 
we’ll have to see.” 

An £800,000 buy from NEC Nijmegen, 
Olsson has gone on to make more than 
300 appearances for the club. 

He was a regular in the starting 
line-up before missing much of last sea¬ 
son with an Achilles injury and his fu¬ 
ture looked uncertain when head coach 
Tony Pulis brought in defensive rein¬ 
forcements during the summer. 

But Olsson has pushed ahead of 
£8million signing James Chester in the 
pecking order and, though he remains 
open-minded about what is to come, re¬ 
mains confident he is part of the boss’ 
plans. 

“People sometimes say ‘why don’t you 
play abroad?’ but I’m already abroad,” 
he said. “For me I don’t have a problem 
going somewhere else and widening my 
perspective. 

“That said, I really like it here.” 

Delight as Melvin is 
added to the Yeltz 
attacking arsenal 

HALESOWEN Town boss John Hill has 
spoken of his delight over new addition 
Malcolm Melvin. 

The creative midfielder joins Shaun 
Rowley and Dan Summerfield, who ar¬ 
rived through the door at The Grove late 
last week. 

Boss Hill said: “Malcolm is an attack¬ 
ing midfielder with a very good work 
ethic. 

He is very good on the ball and I feel 
this is something we have been lacking 
and have needed for a while.” 

The pair both impressed during their 
debut on Saturday. 

Eighteen-year-old shot-stopper Row- 
ley, who signed his first professional con¬ 
tract with League One outfit Shrewsbury 
Town in the summer, arrives on loan as 
cover for the stricken Daniel Platt, who 
is missing for a couple of months with 
an eye injury. 

Right-back Summerfield arrives from 
Welsh side Merthyr Town, where he 
played a big part in their Championship 
winning season last year. 


Dean buzzes off after deal with Bees 


MANY Walsall fans believe their promotion 
dreams are in tatters following the shock depar¬ 
ture of boss Dean Smith. 

Smith and assistant manager Richard O’Kelly 
left the Banks’s Stadium on Monday to join 
Championship side Brentford. 

The news has been met with dismay by the 
majority of Saddlers supporters who, after an 
impressive start to the season, had hoped Smith 
would stay to mastermind their push for the 
Championship. 

Smith and O’Kelly were in the crowd on Mon¬ 
day night to watch their new side in action against 
Bolton at the Macron Stadium. Now the Saddlers 
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begin life without their old management team . 

Coaches John Ward, Jon Whitney and Neil Cut¬ 
ler will be in charge of team affairs. 

And in another surprise twist, reports emerged 
that Salop boss Micky Mellon could be one of 
the names in the frame to replace Smith at the 
Banks’s. 

Coach Ward is the early favourite. 

“After rebuffing interest from a Championship 
club last month, the Saddlers successfully agreed 
a new 12-month rolling contract with Dean,” the 


statement said. “However, at the time of signing 
he requested assurances from the club that he 
would be given the opportunity to speak to any in¬ 
terested parties regarding any future job opportu¬ 
nities should they arise.” Brentford are believed 
to have targeted Smith after a move for Swansea 
assistant manager Pep Clotet collapsed last week. 

And the Walsall club statement confirmed the 
Bees made their approach in the build-up to Sat¬ 
urday’s win over Bradford. 

“After an approach from Brentford ahead of 
our game against Bradford City on Saturday - 
Dean indicated his desire to speak to the Cham¬ 
pionship outfit,” it read. 


JOSH'S BRACE 
STOPS YELTZ 


Lambert ruins it for Hammers 



Albion’s Rickie Lambert is swamped by his team-mates after levelling against West Ham 


Halesowen 0 Sutton Coldfield 2 

TWO first-half goals from Sut¬ 
ton Coldfield centre forward 
Josh McKenzie knocked Hale¬ 
sowen out of the Doodson 
League Cup. 

The Royals’ dangerman first struck 
in the sixth minute after hesitation 
from Halesowen central defender Joe 
Hull let in McKenzie and he easily slot¬ 
ted past goalkeeper Shaun Rowley 

McKenzie capitalised on another Yeltz de¬ 
fensive mistake to hit his second goal when he 
pinched the ball from Kyle Morrison before 
stroking a precise finish past Rowley after half 
an hour. 

The Yeltz made a good response late in the first 
half with visiting goalkeeper James Harrison de- 
nyingNathan Waite. 

Keyon Reffell then burst through seconds be¬ 
fore the interval but drove his final shot wide. 

Halesowen made little impression against the 
solid Sutton defence in the second half although 
Nathan Waite curled just wide in the 50th min¬ 
ute and shots from substitute Luke Connolly and 
Reece Hales were blocked after 73 minutes. 

Rushall 0 Halesowen 0 

Halesowen Town left Rushall Olympic with a 
point as they played out a goalless draw in the 
Evo-Stik Premier. 

Luke Benbow introduced Halesowen’s new 
keeper Shaun Rowley to the game early on when 
he forced him into a save low down. 

Rowley was pleased to see the ball caught 
under Zak Martin’s feet before he could shoot 
before veteran Asa Charlton produced two good 
tackles to deny Alex Reid. 

Kris Taylor forced another save from Rowley, 
who was impressive in the first half as he also 
saved from Reid, Benbow and Jake Heath. 

The visitors’ best chance came when Jean 
Michel-Gueyes fired straight at Dean Coleman 
from close range before Rowley produced his best 
save so far - diving to his left to keep out Jack 
Duggan, who went close earlier on. 

Reid tried to square for Heath early on in the 
second half but good defending from Aaron Grif¬ 
fiths prevented the midfielder from having a tap 
in. 


West Ham 1 Albion 1 

AS lazy a cliche as a game of two halves may be, 
it was nevertheless the only appropriate way to 
sum up what was in all likelihood Albion’s last 
ever visit to the Boleyn Ground. 

By half-time, the only surprise was how the 
visitors were just a single goal behind, indebted 
as they were to their keeper, Boaz Myhill, for 
keeping the score down with fine saves. 

Yet by full-time, Tony Pulis’ men were left 
to reflect on a more than deserved point which 
might well have been three but for some lax 
finishing and the superb goalkeeping of West 
Ham’s Adrian. 


The turnaround came courtesy one man, 
Rickie Lambert, who took the frustrations of 
the low key start to his Albion career out in 45 
minutes of determination and no little skill, in 
which he looked every inch the Premier League 
marksman the club thought they were getting 
when he arrived from Liverpool last summer. 

It wasn’t just the fact he played a direct role 
in the equaliser, when his shot deflected off 
the hand of Hammers skipper Winston Reid, 
sending it in a direction which even a keeper of 
Adrian’s quality could not keep out. 

This was a valuable draw which backed up 
the superb home win over Arsenal. 


Boxing bill 
is back at 
Town Hall 

RYAN Aston will tick over and Ricky 
Summers will return in six-rounders 
when professional boxing returns to 
Dudley Town Hall. 

The venue hosts paid pugilists for the 
first time in eight-and-a-half years on 
Saturday, with Paul ‘PJ’ Rowson again 
the promoter. 

Darren McDermott headlined the last 
card there on Thursday 28 June 2007, 
winning the Midlands middleweight title 
with a second round stoppage of Conroy 
McIntosh. 

‘The Black Country Bodysnatcher,’ 
now 35 and retired, moved on from there 
to win the English crown and challenge 
for both the British and Commonwealth 
belts. 

Now the new generation of fighters 
will be expected to restore old glories 
with Dudley’s Aston - who was coached 
by McDermott as a child at Priory Park 
Boxing Club - top of the bill. 

‘Tank’ is a top contender to the Eng¬ 
lish light middleweight strap, having de¬ 
feated Nathan Graham by fourth round 
TKO in an eliminator. 

The 24-year-old southpaw tunes up 
against Christian Hoskin-Gomez, who 
should provide stubborn opposition after 
his recent run. 

The Devon-based Spaniard, with 13 
bouts on his record at just 20, has taken 
two points wins and a draw from his last 
three outings. 

He’s boxed in the Black Country be¬ 
fore, too, and went the distance with 
Midlands super middleweight champion 
Andrew Robinson last year. 

Tipton’s Summers provides chief sup¬ 
port in his first outing for nearly nine 
months, after taking a break and switch¬ 
ing coaches to join up with Jon Pegg. 

Tickets, are £35, £50 ringside and £70 
stage, are on sale now. For more infor¬ 
mation, call 07976 283 157. 

Grealish is still in 
Garde's bad books 

REMI Garde looks set to prolong Jack 
Grealish’s exile from Villa’s first team 
squad for another week. 

It is understood Garde has ordered 
20-year-old Grealish to continue to 
train with Villa’s development squad 
since being photographed at a Man¬ 
chester nightclub hours after Villa were 
thrashed 4-0 by Everton. 

The news will come as a blow to So- 
lihull-born Grealish, after talk that the 
Villa boss was prepared to bring him 
back into the first team reckoning for 
Saturday’s trip to Southampton. 

Garde had branded the talented 
youngster’s actions as unprofessional. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS 


they even fitted my new A 

headlamp bulb for met* | j 

Jane - Blackheath 

I had my wiper’s fitted, 

No charge ...Very Helpful . 


WE STOCK ALL 
MAJOR BRANDS! 
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Friendly Service, 35 
years+ experience, we 
are here to help. 

We have a fitting 
service and we can 
book your MOT. 

If you’re not sure... 

QuAicom in and oik! 

188-190 Hagley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 4RR 

Tel: 0121 550 8848 | Email spares248@gmail.com 













































